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Written in 1724. 


N WAS going, like common editors, 
to advertiſe the reader of the beau- 
ties and excellencies of the work laid 
before him: To tell him that the illuſ- 
trious author had opportunities, that 
other travellers, whatever their qua- 
lity or curioſity may have been, can- 
not obtain ; and a genius capable of 
making the beſt i improvement of every 
opportunity. 

But if the reader after peruſing one 
letter only, has not diſcernment to diſ- 
tinguiſh that natural elegance, that de- 
licacy - of ſentiment and obſervation, 
that ealy gracefulneſs, and lovely ſim- 
plicity (which is the perfection of wri- 


ting) and in which theſe Letters exceed 
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all that has 


ö 98 * 


appeared in this kind, or 


almoſt in any other, let him lay the 


book doy n, 
have. | 

The noble Shoe had the goodneſs 
to lend me her MS. to ſatisfy my cu- 
rioſity in ſome _ enquiries, I had made 
concerning her travels; and*when I 
had it in my hands, how was it poſſible 
to part with it? I once had the vanity 
to hope I might acquaint the publick, 
that it owed this invaluable treaſure to 
my importunities. But alas ! the moſt 


and 188 it to thoſe who 


inge nious author has condemn'd it to 


obſcurity during her life; and convic- 


tion, as well as deference, obliges me 


to vield to her reaſons. - However, if 
theſe Letters appear hereafter when I 


am in my grave, let this attend them, 


in teſtimony to poſterity, that among 
her cotemporaries, 
leaſt was jult to her merit. 
There is not any thing ſo ellen: 
but fome will carp. at it, and the ra- 
ther, becauſe of its excellency. But 


to ſuch hypercritics, I ſhall * ſay 
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PREFACE. 
4 1 Lam rin ee to 
defire, that the world ſhould lee, to ho 


much better purpoſe the LADI 8 tra- 
vel than their LORDS; and that, 
wail it is ſurfeited with M ile i? ravels, 
all in the ſame tone, and ſtuft with the - 
lame trifles ; 4 lady has the ſkill to 
ſtrike out a new. path. and to embel- 
lich a worn · out ſubject, with variety of 
freſh, and elegant entertainment. For 
beſides the viyacity and iti which en- 


r wars 


beauty Which ſpreads through the 
Whole; beſides, the purity of the {tyle, 
for which it may be juſtly accounted 
the ſlandard of the Evgliſh tongue; 
the reader will find amore true and ac- 
curate aceount of the cuſtoms and mam 
ners of the ſeveral nations, with whom 
this lady converſed, than he can in any 
other author. But as her. hdyſhip's 
penetration diſcovers the inmoſt follies 
of the heart, ſo. the candour of her 
temper paſſed over them with an air 
of pity rather than reproach ; treating 
with the politeneſs of a court, and the 
gentleneſs, of a lady, what the ſeve- 
rity of her judgment could not but 
condemn. | | In 
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tuous women never come. 
men malign one another, if they think 


vill PREFACE. 

In ſhort, let her own ſex, at leaſt, 
do her juſtice, lay aſide diabolical En- 
vy, and its Brother Malice“, with all 
their accurſed company, fly whiſper- 
ing, cruel backbiting, ſpiteful detrac- 
tion, and the reſt of that hideous crew, 
which I hope are falfely ſaid to attend 
the Tea- Table, being more apt to think 


they frequent thoſe places where vir- 
Let the 


fit, and ſtrive to pull down merit when 


they cannot equal it. Let us be better 
natured, than to give way to any un- 
kind or diſreſpectful. thought of fo 


bright an ornament to our fex, merely 
becauſe ſhe has. better ſenſe ; for I 


doubt not but our hearts will tell us, 


that this is the real and unpardonable 


: offence, whatever may be pretended. 
Let us be better Chriſtians, than' to 


look upon her with an evil eye, only 
becauſe the Giyer of all good gifts has 


intruſted and adorned her with the 


* Thid fair and elegant prefacer has reſolved, that 


Nalice ſhould be of the Maſculine Gender: I believe 
it is both Ma/culine and Fenizine, and I heartily wiſh 
it were Newer, | 


molt 


PREFACE K 


moſt excellent talents. Rather let us 
freely own the ſuperiority of this 
ſublime genius, as J do in the ſincerity 
of my ſoul, pleaſed that a woman tri- 
ä umphs, and proud to follow in her 
train. Let us offer her the palm which 
is ſo juſtly her due; and if we 2 
Ito any laurels, lay them willingly at 
her feet. | 
| December 18, - "MA; 
* 1724. 
| cbarm'd into love of what obſcares my fame, } 
It I had wit, I'd celebrate her name, Ih 
And all the beauties of her, mind proclaim, _ 
Tilt Malice, deafen'd with the mighty ſound, 
It's ill-concerted calumnies confound x. 


Let fall the maſk, and with pale Envy Wöetz 4 
To aſs, and find, (heir pardon a+ her feet, 


You ſee, f ladam, how I lay every > 
thing at your feet. As the tautology 


v»P 


; new. the poverty of my genius, it [ 
„ Pikewiſe ſhews the extent of your em- 4 
ire over my imagination. | 1 
; May 31, 1725. | * | 
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HH E editor of theſe Letters, who during 
his reſidence at Venice, was honoured. 
yith the eſteem and friendſhip of their ingenious 
ud elegant author, preſents them to the public, 
or the two following reaſons : 74 21 


Firſt, Becauſe it was the manifeſt intention of 
he late Lady My W——y M——e, that this 
ELECT COLLECTION of her Letters ſhould be 
ommunicated to the public ; an intention de- 
lared not only to the Editor, but to a few more 
hoſen friends, to whom ſhe gave copies of theſe 
comparable Letters. . 


The ſecond and principal reaſon that has 
vgaged the editor to let this collection ſee the 
ght, is, that the publication of theſe Letters 
ill be an immortal monument to the memory 
f Lady My W——y; and will ſhew, as 
ng as the Engliſh language endures, the 
rightiineſs of her wit, the ſolidity of her 
idgment, the extent of her knowledge, the 
legance of her taſte, and the excellence of 


er real character, 
The 


- 


model to their 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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The $rLEcT COLLECTION, here publiſhed, 


Was faithfully tranſcribed from the orig pa pin 
nuſcript of her kdythip at Vente 


| WF 


Peterwaradin, Belgrade, Adrianople, Conſtantin 
pie, Pera, Tunis, Genua, Lyons and Paris, are 
certainly, the:moſt curious and intereiling part 
of this publication, and both in point of matter 
and form, are to ſay no more of them, ſingu- 


larly worthy of:the: Curioſity! and/attentioh of al 


men f taſte, and even of all -wonten of faſhion, 
As to thoſe female: readers, who rend for im- 
provement, and think their beauty an inſi pid 


thing, if it is not ſeaſoned by intellectual charins, 
they will find in theſe Letters what they ſeek for, 


and will behold-in their author, an ornament and 
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„ 
| To the Counteſs Of wooden, 


=; IE Rotterdam, Aug. n 1715. 
nd FLATTER myſelf (dear ſiſterf that I ſhall give 
 F| you ſome pleaſure in letting you know that I have 
ſafely paſſed the ſea, thoagh we had the ill for- 

tune of a ſtorm. We were perſuaded by the captain 
of the yacht to ſet out in a calm, and he pretended 
there was nothing ſo eaſy as to tide it over; but, af- 


ter two days ſlowly moving, the wind blew ſo hard, 


| that none of the ſailors could keep their feet, and 
we were all Sunday night toſſed very handſomely.— 
never ſaw a man more frighted than the captain, 
For my part, I have been ſo lucky, neither to ſuffer 
from fear nor ſea fickneſs ; though, I confeſs, I was 
ſo impatient to ſee myſelf once more upon dry land, 
that I would not ſtay till the yacht could get to Rot- 


terdam, but went in the long boat to Helvoerfluys, | 


where we had vgitures to carry us to the Briel, I 


but my arrival at Rotterdam preſented me a new 
ſcene of pleaſure, All the ſtreets are paved with 
broad ſtones, and before many of the meaneſt artifi- 
cers? doors are placed ſeats of various coloured mar- 
Vor. I, FF | bley,. 


Lady M—y W——y M——e, 


was charmed with the neatneſs of that little town; / 


* 
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bles, ſo neatly kept, thar 1 aſſure you; L wilted al. 


molt all over 1 town. yeſterday, incognito, in my 
flippers, without receiving one ſpot of dirt; and you 
may ſee the Dutch. maids waſhing the payement of 
the ſtreets with more application than ours do our 
bed chambers. The town ſeems ſo full. of people, 
with ſuch buſy faces, all in motion, that I can hard- 
ly fancy it is not ſome celebrated fair; but I ſee it 
is every day the ſame. Tis certain no town can be 
more advantageouſly fituated for commerce. Here 
are ſeven large canals, on which the merchant ſhips 
come up to the very doors of their houſes. The ſhops 
and warehouſes are of a ſurprizing neatneſs and mag- 

nificence, filled with an incredible quantity of fine 
merchandize, and ſo much cheaper than what we ſee 
in England, that I have mach ado to perſuade my- 
ſelf I am ſtill fo near it. Here is neither dirt nor 


beggary to be ſeen. One is not ſhocked with thoſe 


loath ſome cripples, ſo common in London, nor teiz- 
ed with the importunity of idle fellows and wenches, 
that chuſe to be naſty and lazy. The common ſer- 
vants and little ſhop women, here, are more nicely 
clean, than moſt of our ladies, and the great variety 
of neat dreſſes (every woman drefling her head after 
her own faſhion) is an additional pleature in ſeeing 
the town. You ſee, bitherto, I make no complaints, 
dear fifter, and if I continue to like travelling as 
well as 1 do at preſent, I ſhall not repent my proj 

It will go a great way in making 1 me ſ3ii-fied wit it, 
if it affords me an opportunity of entertaining you. 
But it is not from Holiand, that you muit expect a 
diũatereſled offer. I can write enough in the ſtyle 
of Rotterdam, to tell you plainly, in one word, that 
expect returns of all the London news. You ice [ 
have already learnt to make a good bargain, and that 
it is not for nothing I will ſo much as tell you, I am, 


your affectionate litter, 
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LETTER I. 
To Mrs. S.——, 


5 Hague, Abg. 5. O. S. 1716. 
MAKE hafte to tell you, dear Madam, that af- 
ter all the dreadful fatigues vou threatened me 

with, I am bitherto very well pleaſed with my jour- 
ney. We take care to wake fuch ſhort ages exery 
day, that I rather fancy myſelf upon parties of plea- 
ſure, than upon the road; and ſure nothing can be 
more agreeable than travelling in Holland. The 
whole country appears 2 large garden; the roads are 
well paved, ſhaded on each fide with rows of trees, 
2 bordered ay” large canals, full of boats, paſſing 
and repaſſing. . Every twenty paces gives ycu the 
| we Wer of ſome villa. and every four hours, that of 
a large town, fo ſurpriziagly neat, I am ſure yon 
would be charmed with chem. The place | am now 
at, is certainly one of the finett villages in the. world. 
Here are ſeveral ſquares 6oely built, and (bat I 
think a particular beauty) the whole ſet with thick 
large trees. The Voor- hoct is, at the ſame time, the. 
Hyde Park and Mall cf tne people of quality ; for 
they take the air in it both on foot and in coaches. 
There are ſhops for wafers, cool liquors, &c. | have 
been to ſee ſeveral of the moſt celebrated gardens, 
but I will got teize you with their deſcriptions, I 1 
dare ſwear you think my letter long enough. But I 
muſt not conclude witbaus begging your pardon, for 
not obeying your commands, in 2 the lace you 
ordered me. Upon my word ] can yet fiad none, that 
is not dearer than you may. buy it in London. Ii you 
want any Iadia s, here are great variety of - 
penny-worths, and I ſhall follow your orders wit 
Pleaſure and exadneſs, being. E 

1 Dear, Madam, &c. &c. 
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To Mes. 8. 0. 


. Fan Avg. 13. 0.5. . 


" AM ety ſorry, my dear S, that your fears 
of diſobliging your relations, and their fears for 
ur health and ſafety, have hindered me from enjoy- 
Ing the happineſs of your company, and you the plea- 
ſure of a diverting journey. | receive ſome degree 
of mortification from every agreeable novelty, or 
' pleaſing proſpect, by the reflection of your having ſo 
unluckily miſſed the delight which [ know i it would 
have given you, If you were with me in this town, 
you would te ready to expect to receive viſits from 
your Nottingham friends, No two places were ever 
more reſembling ; cne has but to give the Maeſe the 
name of the Trent, and there is no diſtingurthing the 
roſpect. The houſes, like thcſe of Nottingham are 
dolle one above another; and are intermixed, in the 
ſame manner, with trees and gardens. The Tower, 
they call Julius Czſar's, has the ſame ſituation with 
Nottingham Caſtle; and I cannot help fancying I ſee 
from it the Trent. held, Adboulton, places fo well 
'known to vs. Tis true, the fortifications make a 
conſiderable difference. All the learned in the art of 
war, beftow great commendations on them ; for my 
part, that know nothing of the matter, I ſhall content 
myſelf with telling you, *tis a very pretty walk en 
the ramparts, cn which there is a tower, very de- 
fervedly called the Belvidera, where people go to 
drink coffee, tea, &c. and enjoy one of the fineſt 
proſpects in the world. The public walks have no 
gieat beauty, but the thick ſhade of the trees, u hich 
15 ſolemnly delightful, But | moſt'not forget io take 
notice of the bridge, which appeared very ſurprifivg 


2 to me. It is large enough to hold hundreds of men, 
with 


— 
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with horſes and carriages, They give the value of ay 
Engliſh; two pence to get upon it, and, then away. . 
they go. bridge and all, to the other ſide of the ti- 
ver, with fo flow a motion, one is hargly ſenfble f 
any at all, I was yeſterday at the. French, church, 
and ſtared, very much at their manger of ſervice. The . 


parſon clapped on a broad-brimmed. hat in the firſt 


place, Which gave him entirely the air of, what d'ye 
calj him, ia Bartholome fair, which he kept up by 
extraordinary antic geſtures, and. preagched much ſuch 


uff, as tother talked to the puppets, However, 
the congregation ſeemed to receive it with great de- 
votion; and I way informed, by ſome of bis flock, 
that he is a perſop of particular ſame amongſt them. 
] delieve, by this time; you'-are as much. tized with 
my account of him, as I was with his ſermon; bur [ 
am ſure your brother will excuſe a digreſſion in favor 
of the church. of England. You know, ſpeaking 
diſreſpectfully of the Calviniſts, is the ſame tning as 
ſpeaking honourably. of the church. Adieu, my 
dear 8. always remember. me, and be, aſſured, I can 
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2 Coloegn, Aug. 16, O. S. 1716. 
F my lady — could have any notions of the 
1 fatigues that I have ſuffered theſe two laſt days, 
1 am ſure the. Would own it a great proof of regard, 
that I now fit down to write to her. We hired horſes 
irom Nimeguen hither, not, having the conveniency 
of the poſt, and found but very indifferent accommo- 
dations at Reinberg, our firſt ſtage; but it was no- 
thing to what | ſuffered yeſterday. We were in hopes 


to reach Cologn ; our horſes tied at Stamel, three 


hours from it, where | was forced to paſs the night 
ina my clothes, in a room not beiter than a hovel; 
B 3 *. 5 
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for though I have my bed with me, r vad nowinSto 
undrefs, where the wind came from à thouſand 
places. We left this wretched lodging at day- break, 
and about ſtx this morning came fafe here, where 
Leot immediately into bed. I ſlept ſo well for three 

ure, chat | found my ſelf per fecil. recovered; and 
have had ſpirits enough to go and ſee all that is cu- 
rious id the town, that is to fav,” the churches, for 
here is nothing elfe worth ſeeing. This ie a very 
Jarge town, but the moſt part of it is old built, The 
Jeſuits? church, which is the neateſt, was ſhewed me, 
ia a very comphaiſant manner, by a handſome voung 
Jeſuit ; ; who, not knowing who [was, took a liber- 
ty in bis compliments and railleries, which very 
mech diverted me. Having never before ſeen any 
_ thing of that nature, I could not enough admire the 
magniticence of. the altars, the rich images of the 
faints, (ait waſfy filver)- and the enchaſures of the 
 relicks, though I could not help murmuring in my 
heat, at the profuſion of pearls, diamonds, and'ru- 
bies, beſtowed on the adornment'of-rotten teeth and 
dirty tags. | own that I had wickèdneſs enough to covet 
St. Urtiula's pearl necklace ; though perhaps this was 
no wickedneſs at all, an image not being certainly 
one's neighbuur ; but] went yet further, and wiſhed 
the wench herſelf converted into drefling plate, I 
ſhould alſo gladly ſee converted into filver, a great 
St. Chriſtopder, which I imagine would look ve-y 
well in a ciſtern. Theſe were my pious reflections; 
though I was very well ſaticfied to ſee, piled up to 
the hondur of cur nation, the ſkulls of the Eleven 
Thouſand Virgins, I have ſeen ſome hundreds of 
relicks here, of no leſs conſequence z but 1 wilt not 
imitate the common ſtyle of — ſo far, as to 
give you a ſiſt of them, being perſuaded that you 
have no manner of curioſity for the titles given to jau - 
bones, and bits of worm-eaten wood. —Adicu, I am 
Juſt going to ſv rer. where I ſhall drink your —_— 
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ja an. admirable ſort of Lorrain wine, which I am 
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ſure is the ſame you call Burgund in London, 
n PF URS | | 
LETTER v. 

+ + 1 Fo the Counteſs of B=——» 
Nuremberg. Au2. 22; O.. 19166 

* FTER five days travelling poit, I could not fit 
don to write on aay other occaſion than to tell 
my dear Lady, that I have not forgot her obliging 
command of fencing her ſome: account. of my travels. 
I have already paſſed a large part of Germany, have 
ſeen all that is remarkable in Cologn, Frankfort, 
Wurtſburgh, and this place. * Tis impoſſible not to 


obſerve the difference between the free towns, and 
thoſe under the government of abſolute princes, as- 


all the little ſovereigns of Germany ate. In the firſt 
there appears an air of commerce and plenty. The 
ſiree s are well built, and full of. people, neatly. 
and plainly dreſſed. The ſhops are loaded with mer- 
chandize, and the commonalty are clean and chears 


fol. In the other you ſee a fort of ſhabby finery, a 


number of dirty people of quality tawdered out; 


narrow naſty ſtreMs out of repair, wretchedly thin of 


inhabitants, and above half of the common. ſort aſk- 
ing alms. I cannot help fancying one, under the fi- 
gute of a clean Dutch citizen's wife, and the other 
like a poor town lady of pleaſure, painted, and rib- 
boned out in her head dreſs, with tarniſhed filver- 
laced ſhoes, a ragged under-petticoat, a miſerable. 
mixture of vice and poverty, —They have ſumptuary 
laws in this town, which diſtinguiſh their rank by 
their dreſs, prevent the exceſs which ruins ſo many 
ether cities, and bas a more agreeable effect to the 
eye of a ſtranger, than our faſhions. I need not be 
alhamed to own, that I wiſh-theſe laws were in force 
in other parts of the world. When one conſiders im- 
| 2 partially, 
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partially, the merit of a rich ſuit of clothes in moſt 
places, the reſpect and the ſmiles of favour it pro- : 
Cures, not to ſpeak of the envy and fighs it occa- 
ſions (which is very often the principal charm to the 
wearer) one is forced to confeſs, that there 1s need 
of an uncommon underſtanding, to reſiſt the tempta- 
tion of pleaſing friends, and mortifying rivals; and 
that it is naturad to young people to tall into folly, 
which betrays them to that want of money; which 
is the fource of a thouſand baſeaeſſes. What num- 
bers of men have begun the world with generaus in- 
Clinations, that have afterwards been the inſtruments 
of bringing miſery on a whole people, being led by 
a vain expence into debts they could clear no other 
way, but by the fo feit of their honour, and which 
they never could have contracted, if the reſpect the 
multitude pays to habits, was fixed by law, only to 
a particular colour or cut of plain cloth. Theſe re- 
flections draw after them others that are too melan- 
choly. I will make haſte to put them out of your 
head by the farce of relicks,- with which I have been 
entertained in all Romiſh churches.  _+ : 7 
The Lutherans are not quite ſtee from theſe fol. 
lies. I have feen here in the principal church, a 
large piece of the Croſs ſet in jewels, and the point 
of the ſpear, which, they taid me, very gravely, 
was the ſame that pierced the fide of our Saviour. 
But | was particularly diverted in a little Roman ca- 
tholic church, which is permitted here, where the 
profeſſors of that religion are not very rich, and con- 
ſequently cannot adorn their images in fo rich a man- 
ner as their neighbours: For not to be quite deſtitute 
of finery, they have dreſſed up an image of our Sa- 
viour over the altar, in a.full- bottomed wig, very 
well powdered. I imagine | ſee your Ladyſhip ſtare 
at this article, of which you very much doubt the 
veracity : but, upon my word, I have not yet made 
aſe of the privilege of a traveller, and my whole ac- 
count is written with the ſame plain — of 
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heart, with which I aſſure you that I am, deas 


© Yours, &c. &c. 


LETTER Vf. 
To M:s. P—_ _m_—— — | 


Ratiſbon, Aug. 30. O.S. 1716.1 
HAD the pleaſure of receiving yours but the day: 


I before 1 left London. I give you a thouſand 
thanks for your good wiſhes, and have ſuch an opi - 


nion of the ir efficacy, that I am perſuaded, I owe, in 


part to them the good luck of haviag proceeded ſo 
far on my long journey without any ill accident, For 


don reckon it any to haye been ſtopped a few days, 


in this town, by a cold, fince it has not only given 
me an opportunity of ſeeing all that is curious in it, 
bac of making ſome acquaintance with the ladies, 
who have all been to ſee me with great civility, par- 


ticular'y Madame ——, the wife of our King's en- 
voy froai Hanover. She has carried me to all tbe. 


aſſemblies, and I have been magnificently entertain. 
ed at her houſe, which is one of the fineſt here. You. 
know that all the nobility of this place are Envzoys 


from different States. Here are a great number of. 


them, and they might paſs theif time agteeably. 
enough, if they were leſs delicate on the point of ce. 
remony, But inſtead of joining in the defign of maks. 
ing the town as pleaſant to one another as they can, 
and improving - their little focieties, they amuſe. 
themſelves no other way, than with perpetual quar- 
rels, which they take care to eternize, by leaving. 
them to their ſucceffors.; and an Envoy to Ratiſbon 


receives, regularly, half a dozen quarrels, among the- 


perquiſites of his employment. You may be ſure. 


the ladies are not wanting, on their ſide, in cheriſh. 

ing and improving theſe important piques, which di- 

Vice the ion almoſt into as many parties, as there 
by * 
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are families. They chaſe rather to ſuffer the morti- 
fication of ſitting almoſt alone on 'their aſſembly 
nights, than to recede one jot from their pretenſions. 
J have not been here above à week, and yet I have 
heard from almoſt every one of them, the whole hiſ. 
tory of their wrongs, and dreadful complaints of the 
 Injuſtice of their neighbours, in hopes to draw me to 
their party. But I think it very prudent to remaia 
neuter, though if I was to ſtay amongſt them, there 
would be no poſlibility of continuing fo, their quat- 
rels running fo high, that they will not be civil to 
thoſe that viſit their adverſaties. The foundation of 
theſe everlaſtiag diſputes, turns entirely upon rank, 
place; and the title of Excelleacy, which the; all 
retend to, and what is very hard, will give it to no- 
body, For my part | cauld nat for bear adviſing them 
{for the public good) to give the title of Excellency 
to erery body, which would include the receiving it 
from every body; but the very mention of ſuch a 
diſhonoùrable peace, was received with as much in- 
Gignation, as Mrs, Blackaire did the motion of a te- 
ference. Aud indeed, I began to think myſelf ill. 
patured, to offer to take from them, in a town where 
there are ſo few divertions, ſo entertaining an amuſe- 
ment. I know that my peaceable diſpoſition already 
gives me a very ill figure, and that 'tis publickly 
whiſpered as a piece of impertinent pride in me, that 
have hitherio been ſaucily civil to every body, as if 
I thought nobody, gcod enough to quarrel with. 
ſhould be obliged to change wy behaviour, if I did 
not intend to purſue my journey in a few days. | 
have been to ſee the churches here, and had che per- 
miſſion of touching the relicks, which was never ſuf. 
fered in places where | was not known. I had, by 
this privilege, an opportunity of making an obſcrv- 
tion, which I doubt not, might have been made it 
all the other churches, that the emeralds and rubic 
which they (hew round their relicks and images, am 
moſt of them falſe ; though they tell yog that many 
of the Croſſes and Madonas ſet round W 
8 i : ones 
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ſtones, have been the gifis of Emperors, and othet 
eat Princes, I don't doubt indeed but they were at 
firſt jewels of value; but the good fathers have found 
it convenient to apply them to other uſes, and the 
people are juſt as well ſatisfied with bits of glaſe, 
amongſt theſe. relicks they ſhewed me a prodigi- 
ous claw ſet in gold, which they called the claw of a 
rifin; and I could not forbear aſking the Reverend 
Priel that ſhewed it, whether the Grifin was 4 
Saipt? The queſtion almoſt put him befide his gra- 
vity ; but be anſwered, they only kept it as a curio- 
fity. I was very much ſcandalized at a large filver 
image of the Trinity, where the Father is repreſent- 
ed under the figure of a decrepit old man, and tripple 
crown apon his head, holding in his arms the Son, 
fixed on the Croſs, and the Holy Ghoſt, in the ſhape 
of a dove, hovering over him. Madam—— is come 
this minute to call me to the aſſembly, ard forces me 
to tell jo very abruptly, that I am ever your, &e. 


To the Counteſs of ————, 


8 Vienna, Sept. | O.S. 1716. 

AM now, my dear fifter, ſafely arrived at Vien- 
na, and I thank God, have not at all ſuffered in 
my health, nor (what is dearer to me) in that of my 
child, by all our fatigues. We travelled by water 
fromRatiſbon, a journey perfectly agreeable, down the 
Danube, in one of thoſe little veſſels, that they, very 
properly, call wooden houſes, having in them all 
the conveniences of a palace, ſtoves in the chambers, 
kiichens, &c.- they are rowed by twelve men esch, 
and wich ſuch incredible ſwiftneſs, that in the ſame 
day you have the pleaſure of a valt variety of pro- 
ſpes, and within the ſpace of a few hours you bave 
tie pleaſure of ſeeing a populous city, adorned with 


magnificent palaces, and the moſt romantic ſolitudes, 
which 
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I ſaw the great towns of Paſſav and Lints,, famovs for 
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2s the town is too little for the number of people that 


are extremely dark, and what is an inconveniency 


5 uſe, and one higher for their ſervants. Thoſe that 
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| whoever will take them, and thus the great ſtairs 
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which appeardiſtant from the commerce of mankind, 
the banks of the Danube being charmingly diver6f. 
ed with woods, rocks, mountains covered with vines, 
fields of corn, large cities and rains of ancient caſtles, 


the retreat of the Imperial Court, when Vienna was 
befieged. This town, Which has the honour of be. 
Ing the Emperor's reſidence, did not at all anſwer 
my expeQation, nor ideas of it, being much leſs than 
expected to ſind it: the ſtreets, are very cloſe, and 
ſo narrow, one cannot obſerve the Hine fronts of the 
palaces, though many of them very well deſerve ob- 
ſervation, being truly magnificent. They are all 
built of fine white ſtone, and are exceſſive high. For 


deſire to live in it, the builders ſeem to have project. 
ed to repair that misfortune, by clapping one town 
on the top of another, moſt of the houfes being of 
five, aud ſome of them fix ſtories. You may eafily 
imagine that, the "ſtreets being ſo narrow, the rooms 


much more intolerable in my opinion, there is no 
houſe has fo few as five or fix families in it. The 
apartments of the greateſt ladies, and even of the mi- 
niſters of ſtate, are divided, but by a partition, from 
that of a taylor or ſhoemaker, and I know no body 
that has above two floors in any houſe, one for their 


have houſes of their own letout the reſt of them, to 


which are all ſtone) are as common and as dirty 2s 
the fireet. Tis true, when you. have once travelled 
through them, nothing can be more ſurprizingly 
magnificent than the apartments. They are com- 
monly a ſuite of eight or ten large rooms, ail inlaid, 
the doors and windows richly carved and gilt, and 
the furniture ſuch as is ſeldom ſeen in the palaces of 
fovereign princes in other countries. Their apart- 
ments are adorned with hangings of the fineſt tape- 
Qry of Bruſſels, prodigious large looking * in 
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. ſilver frames, fine japan tables, beds, chairs, cano- 
| pies, and window curtains of the richeſt: Genoa da- 
maſk or velvet, almoſt covered with gold lace or em- 
broidery. All this is made gay by pictures and vaſt 
jars of japan china, and large luſtres of rock cryital, 
I have already had the honour of being invited to din- 
ner by ſeveral of the firſt people of quality, and I 
muſt do them the juſtice-to-ſay, the good taſte and 
magnificeace of their tables very well anſwer to that 
of their furgiture I have been more thar once en- 
tertained with different diſhes of meat, all ſerved in 
filver, and well dreſſed, the deſert proportionable, 
ſerved in the fineſt china. But the variety and rich- 
neſs of their wines, is what appears the moſt ſurpriz- 
ing. The conſtant way is, to lay a liſt of their 
names upon the plates of the gueſts along with tke 
napkins, and I have counted ſeveral times, to the 
number of eighteen different ſorts, all exquiſite in 
their kinds. I was yelterday at Count Schoonburn, 
the Vice-chanceilor's garden, where I was invited to 
dinner. I mutt own, I never ſaw a place ſo perfect- 
ly delightful as the Fauxboarg of Vienna. It is very 
large, and almoſt wholly compoſed of delicious pa- 
laces. If the Emperor found. it proper to permit the 
gates of the town to be laid open, that the Faux- 
bourgs might be joined to it, he would have one of 
the largeſt and belt built cities in Europe. Count 
Schoonbourn's villa is one of the mot magnificent ; 
the furniture all rich b-ocades, ſo well fancied and 
fitted up, nothing can look more gay and ſplendid ; 
not to ſpeak of a gallery full of racities of coral, mo- 
ther of pearl, and th: oug hout the whole houſe a pro- 
fuion of gilding, carving, fine paintings, the moſt 
deautiſul porcelain, ſtatues of alabaſter and ivory, 
and vaſt orange and lemon trees in gilt pots. Tae 
dinner was perfectly fine and well ordered, and made 
ſtill more agreeable by the good-humour of tbe 
Count. I have not yet been at court, being forced 
to tay for my gown, without which there is no waits 
ing on the Empreſs ;' though I aw not without great 
Vor. I. * Cc | impe- 


| eaſy to imagine the beauty of this ſcene, which l 
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impatience to fee a beauty that has been the admira- 
tion of ſo many different natiohs. When I have had 
that honour, I will not fail to let you know my 
real thoughts, always taking a. particular pleaſure in 
communicatir 8 them to my dear ſiſter. a 


LETTER: VI. 
To Mr. 8 


Vienna, Sept. 14. O. S. 1716. 

ERHAPS you'll laugh at me, for thanking you 
very gravely for all the obliging concern you ex- 
peel for me, Tis certain that I may, if 1 pleaſe, 
take the ſine things you ſay to me for wit and raille. 
rv, and it may be, it would be taking them right — 
But | never, in my life, was half ſo well diſpoſed to 
take you in earneſt, as I am at preſent, and that diſ- 
trance which makes the continuation of your friendſhip 
improbable, has very mucb increaſed my faith in it. 
Ind that I have (as well as the reſt of my ſex) what- 
ever face ] ſet on't, a ſtrong diſpoſition to believe in 
miracles. Don't fancy, however, that I am infected 
by the air of theſe Popiſh countries; I have, indeed, 
ſo far wandered from the diſcipline of the church of 
Evgland, as to have been laſt Sunday at the opera, 
which was performed in the garden of the Favorita, 
and ] was ſo much pleaſed with it, I have not yet re- 
pented my ſeeing it. Nothing of that kind ever was 
more magnificent; and I can eaſily believe, ben! 
am told, that the decorations and habits coſt the Em- 
peror thirty thouſand pounds ſterling. The ſtage was 
built over a very large canal, and at the beginning of 
the fecond act, divided into two parts, diſcovering 
the water, on which there immediately came from 
different parts, two fleets of little gilded veſſels, that 
gave the repreſentation of a naval fight. It is not 


took particular notice of. But all che reſt were per- 
fectij 
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ſectly fine in their kind. The ſtory of the opera was the 
Enchantment of Alcina, which gives opportunities for 
great variety of machines and changes of the ſcenes, 
which are performed with a ſurpriſing ſwiftneſs. The 
theatre is ſo large, that *tis hard to carry the eye to 
the end of it, and the habits in the utmoſt magniſi- 
cence to the number of one hundred and eight. No 
houſe could hold ſuch large decorations ; but the la- 
dies aH fitting in the open air, expoſes them to great 
inconveniences ; for there is but one canopy for the 
imperial family; and the firſt night it was-repreſent- 
ed, a heavy ſhower of rain happening; the opera was 
broke off, and the company crouded away in ſuch 
confuſion, that I was almoit ſqueezed to death.—But 
if their operas are thus delightful; their comedies 
are in as high a degree ridiculous. They had but one 
play-houſe, where 1 had the curiofity to go to a 
German comedy, and was very glad it happened to 
be the ſtory of Amphitrion. As that ſubje has been 
already handled by a Latin, French, aud Engliſh 
t, I was curious to ſee. what an Auftrian author 
would make of it, I unflerflood enough of that lane . 
daes: to comprehend the greateft part of it, and be- 
es-I took with me a lady that had the goodneſs to- 
explain to me every word. The way is to take a box. 
which holds four, for yourſelf and company. The 
fixed. price is a gold ducat. I thought the houſe very 
low and dark; but I confeſs the comedy admirably 
recompenſed that defect. I never laughed ſo much 
in my liſe. It begun with Jupiter's falling in love 
out of a peep- hole in the clouds, and ended with the 
birth of Hercules, But what was moſt pleaſant was 
the uſe Jupiter made of his metamorphoſis, for you 
no. ſooner ſaw him uader the figure of Amphitrion,. 
but inſtead of flying to Alcmena, with the raptures 
Mr. Dryden puts into bis mouth, be ſends for Am- 
phitrion's taylor, and cheats him of a laced coat, and 
his banker of a bag of money, a jew of a diamond 
ring, and beſpeaks a great ſupper in his name; and 
greateſt part of the comedy turns upon poor Am- 
1 5 iE phitrion's 
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phitrion's being tormented by theſe people for their 
debts. Mercury uſes Sofia in the ſame manner. But 
I could not eahly pardon the liberty the poet has taken 
of larding his play with, not only indecent expreſ- 
tons, but ſuch groſs words as I don't think our mob 
would ſuffer from a mounrebank.. Befides, the two 
Soſias very fairly let down their breeches in the direct 
view of the boxes, which were full of people of the 
firſt rank, that ſeemed very well pleaſed with their 
entertainment, and aſſured me this was a celebrated 
piece. ] ſhall conclude my letter with this remark- 
able relation, very well worth the ſerious conſidera- 
tion of Mr. Collier. I won't treuble you with fare- 
well complimerts, which | think generally as imper- 
rinent, as curtifies at leaving the room when the viſit 
had been too long al:eady. iT; 


LETTER IX. 
To the Counteſs of - 1 


* 


| Vienna, Sept. 14, O. S. 1716 
HOUGH I have fo lately troubled you, my 
| dear fiſter, with a long letter, yet Iwill keep 
my promiſe in giving you an account of my firſt going 
to court. In order to that ceremony, I was ſqueezed 
up in a gown, and adorned with a gorget and the 
ether implements thereunto heionging, a dreſs very 
inconvenient, but which certainly thows the neck and 
ſhape to great advantage. I cannot forbear giving 
vou ſome deſcription of the faſhions here, which are 
mon H rous and contrary to common ſenfe and reaſon, 
more than *ts poſfible for you to imagine, They build 
certarn fabrics of gauze on their heads, about a yard 
high, conſiſting of three or four ſtories, fortified with 
numberleſs yards cf heavy ribbon. The ſoundation 
of this ſtructore is a thing they call a Bourle, which 
js exactly of the fame ſhape and kind, but about four 
times as big as thoſe rolls our prudent milk maids 
| , make 
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make uſe of to fix their pails upon. This machine 
they cover with their own hair, which they mix with 
a great deal of falſe,. it being a particular beauty to- 
have. their heads too large to go into a moderate tub. 
Their hair is prodigiouſly powdered to conceal the 
mixture, and ſet out with three or four rows of bod- 
kins (wonderfully large, that tick out two or three 
inches from their hair) made of diamond, pearls, 
red, green, and yellow ſtones; that it certainly re- 
quires as much-art and experience to carry the load? 


upright, as to dance upon May-day with the gar- 


land. Their whalebone petticoats outdo onrs by ſe- 
veral yards circumference; and cover ſome acres of 
ground. You may eaſily fuppoſe how this extraordi- 
nary dreſs ſets off and improves the natural uglineſs, 
with which God Almighty has been pleaſed to endow 
them, generally ſpeaking. Even-the lovely Empreſs- 
herſelf is obliged to comply, in ſome degree, with 
theſe abſurd faſhions, which they would. not quit for- 
all the world. I had a private audience (according to 
ceremony) of half an hour, and then all the other la- 
dies were permitted to come and make their court. 
was perfectly charmed with the Empreſs; I cannot 
however tell yow that her features are regular ; her 
eyes are not large, but have a lively look full of- 
ſweetneſs ; her complexion the fineſt Lever ſaw ; her 
noſe and forehead well made, but her mouth has ten 
thouſand charms, that touch the ſoul. When ſhe 
ſmiles, *tis with a beauty and ſweetnefs, that forces 
adoration. She has a vaſt quantity of fine hair; but 
then her perſon !—one muſt ſpeak of it poetically to 
do it 5 juſtice; all that the poets have ſaid of the 
mien of Juno, the air of Venus, come not up to the 
truth, The Graces move with her; the famous ſta- 
tue of Medicis was not formed with more delicate 


proportions ; nothing can be added to the beauty of 


her neck and hands. Till 1 ſaw them, I did not be- 
liere there were any ſo perfect, and I was almoſt-ſorry- 
that my rank here did not permit me to kiſs them; but 
they are kiſſed ſufficiently, for every body that waits 
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on her, pays that homage at their entrance, and when 
they take leave. When the ladies were come in, ſhe 
ſat down to Q e. I could not play at a game I had 
never ſeen betore, and the ordered me a ſeat at ber 

right hand, and had the goodneſs to talk to me very 
much, with that grace natural to ber. I expected 

every moment, when the men were to come in to pay 

their court; hut this drawing room is different from 

that of England; no man enters it but the grand pen 
maſter, who comes in to advertiſe the Empreſs of the ſeri 
approach of the Emperor. His Imperial Majeſty did hor 
me the honour of ſpeaking to me in a very obliging her 
manner, but he never ſpeaks to any of tbe other la- can 
dies, and the whole paſſes with a gravity and ait of for 
ceremony that has ſomething very formal in it. The be 

Empreſs Amelia, dowager of the late Emperor Jo- ear 
ſeph, came this evening to wait on the'reigning Em ˖ pie 
preis, followed. by the two arch ducheſſes her daugh; It, 

ters, who were very agreeable young Princeſles, ove 
Their Imperial Majeſties roſe and went to meet her fol: 
at the door of the room, after which ſhe was ſeated Wit 
in an armed chair next the Empreſs, and in the ame En 
manner at ſupper, and there the men had the per- me 
miiſion of paying the ir court. The arch ducheſſes WM ple 
ſat on chairs with backs without arms The table wh 
was entirely ſerved and all the diſhes ſet on by the En 
_ Empreſs's maids of honour, which are twelve young enc 
ladies of the firſt quality, They have no ſalary, but of 


thei: chamber at court, where they live in a fort of lit) 
conſine ment, not being ſuffered to go to the aflem- in 
blies or public places in town, except in compliment the 


to the welding' of a filter maid, whom the Empreſe e. 
alwa,s preſents with her pigute ſet in diamonds. WM II 
The three firſt of them are called Ladies of the Key, Wl fe 
and wear gold keys by their ſides; but what L find N 


moſt pleaſant, is the cuſtom, which obliges them 26, me 
long as they live, after they have left the Empreſs. ** 
ſervice, to make her ſome preſent every year on the WWF V1! 


day of her feaſt. Her Majeſty is ſerved by no mar- 
. ried women but the Grande MaitreGe, who is gener Wi Pre 
gk ral 
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rally a widow of the firſt quality, always very old, 
and is at the ſame time Groom of the Stole and mo- 
ther of the maids. The dreffers. are not, atall, in 
the figure they pretend to in England, being looked 
upon no otherwiſe than as downright chamber- maids. . 
bad an audience next day of the Empreſs's mother, 
who piques herſelf too much on a violent devotion. 
She is perpetually performing extraordinary acts of 
nnance, without having ever done any thing to de- 
ſerve them. She has the ſame number of maids of 
honour, whom ſhe tuffers to go in colours; but ſhe 
herſelf never quits her mourning ; and ſure nothing 
can me more diſmal than the mourning here, even 
for a brother. There is not the leaſt bit of linen to 
be ſeen ; all black crape inſtead of it. The neck, 
ears, and fide of the face are covered with a plaiied 
piece of the ſame ſtuff, and the face that peeps out of 


uu. locks as if it were pilloried. The widows wear, : 
over and above, a crape fore-head cloth, and in this 


ſolemn weed, go to all the public places of diverſion 
without ſcruple. The next day | was to wait on the 
Empreſs Amelia, who is now at her palace of retire- 
ment, half a mile from the town. I had there the 
pleaſure of ſeeing a diverſion wholly new to me, but 
which is the common amuſement of this court. The 
Empreſs herſelf was ſeated on a little throne at the 
end of the fine alley in the garden, and on each fge 
of her were ranged two parties of her ladies of qua- 
lity, headed by two young arch-ducheſies, all dreſſed 
in their hair, full of jewels, with fine light guns 3 


their hands, and at proper diſtances were' placed Arie 


oval pictures, which were the marks to be ſhot at.— — 
The firſt was that of a Cueip, filling a bum- 


per of Burgundy, and the motto, Tis eaſy to 
be valiant here.” . The ſecond'a Fortyne, hold- 


ing 2 garland in her hand, the motto, . For her 


* whom Fortune favcurs.”” The third was a Sword, 
with a laurel wreath on the point, the motto, Here 
is no ſhame to the vanquiſhed,” —Near the Em- 
preſs was a gilded trophy wreathed with flowers, and 


made 


* * 
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made of little crooks, on which. were hang rich 
Turkey handkerchiefs, tippets, ribbons, laces, &c. de 
for the ſmall prizes. The Empreſs gave the firſt with if 
her own hand, which was a fine ruby ring ſet round 
with diamonds in a gold ſnuff box. Pbere was for 
the ſecond, a little Cupid ſet with brilliants, and th 
beſides theſe a ſet of fine china for the tea table, en- 
chaſed in gold, japan trunks, fans, and many gal. 
lantries of the ſame nature. All the men of quality 
at Vienna were ſpectators ;. but the ladies only had 
permiſſion to ſhoot, and the arch-ducheſs Amelia 
carried off the firſt prize. I was very well pleaſed 
with having ſeen this entertainment, and I do not 
know but it might make as good a figure as the prize 
ſhooting in the Zneid, if I could\write as well as 
Virgil. Tbis is the favourite pleaſure of the Empe- 
ror, and there is rarely a week without ſome feaſt of 
this kind, which makes the young ladies ſkilful 
enough to defend a fort. They lauphed very much 
to ſee me afraid to handle a gun. My dear fiſter, 
you will eaſily pardon an abrupt concluſion. I believe 
by this time you are ready to think I ſhall never 


conclude. | 


_ 


LETTER x. 
To the Lady R. 


: | Vienna, Sept. 20, 1716. O'S. 
F AM extremely rejoiced, but not at all ſurprized, 
1 at the long, delightful letter, you have bad the 
goodneſs to ſend me. I know that you can think of has 
an abſent friend even in the midſt of a court, an wok, 
you love to oblige, where you can have no view of 4 
return, and I expect from you that you ſhould love 
| me, and think of me, when you don't ſee.me. | 
| | Have compaſſion for the mortificatiors, that you tell 
! me befall our little, old friend, and I pity her much 
| more, ſince I know, that chey are only owing he — 
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h if ſhe were here, ſhe would have no other fault but 
| that of being ſomething too young for the faſhion, 
and ſhe has nothing to do but to tranſplant herſelf hi- 
mm KG about ſeven years hence, to be again a young 
| and blooming beauty. I can aſſure you that wrin- 
1 kles, or a ſmall ſtoop in the ſhoulders, nay even grey 
" WH hairs, are no objection to the making new conqueſts. 
1 | know you cannot eaſily figure to yourfelf, a young 
: fellow of five and twenty, ogling my Lady S. ff. K 
eib patſion, or preſſing to hand the Counteſs of 


O0 d from zn Opera. Bot ſuch are the fights | 
ot IRE every day, and I don't perceive any body ſur- 
przed at them but myſelf. A woman, till five and, 
bo thirty, is only looked upon as a raw girl, and can 


of poſhbiy make no noiſe in the world till about forty. 
al don't know what your ladyſhip may think of this 

anatter, but *ris a conſiderabie com fort to me to know 
ere is upon earth ſuch a paradiſe for old women, 
and | am content to be inſignificant at preſent, in 
the detign of returning when | am fit to appear na 
where elſe. | cannot help lamenting on this occa- 
lion, the pitiful caſe of too many Engliſh ladies, long 
lince retired to prudery and ratifia, who if their ſtars 
had luckily conducted hither, would ſtill ſhine ia the 
firit rank of beauties. Beſides, that perplexing word 
reputation, has quite another meaning here than 


what you give it at London, and getting a lover, 


18 1s properly getting reputation; ladies being much 
d. nore reſpetted in regard to the rank of their lovers, 
© than that of their huſbands. | 
but what you will think very odd, the two ſects 
that divides our whole nation of petticoats are utterly 
unknown in this place. Here are neither Coquettes 
nor Prudes. No woman dares appear coquette enough 
to encourage two lovers at a time. And l have not 
een any ſuch prudes, as to pretend fidelity to the! 
Duibands, who are certainly the beſt natured ſet o 
people in the worlo, and look upon their wives? gal- 
ants as favourably, as mea do upon their pen. 
| that 


barbarous cuſtoms of our country. Upon my word, 
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- 


quality, whoſe penſions are as well known as their 
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that take the troubleſome part of their buſineſs of 
their hands. They have not however the leſs to do 
on that account ; for they are generally depuries in 
another place themſelves ; in one word, tis the 
eſtabliſhed cuſtom for every lady to have two hof. 
bands, one that bears the name, and another that 
performs the duties, All the eogagements are ſo 
well known, that it would be à downright aff:onq, 
and publickly reſented, if you invited a woman of 
quality to dinner, without at the ſame time, inviting 
her two attendants of lover and buſband,- betwern 
whom ſhe'fits. in ſtate with great gravitv, The 
ſub,marriages generally laſt twenty years together, 
and the lady often commands the poor lover's eſtate, 
even to the utter ruin of his family. Theſe connec. 
tions, indeed, are as ſeldom, begun by any real pal. 
fion, as other matches; for a man makes but an ill 
figure that is not in ſome commerce of this nature, 
and a woman looks out for a lover as ſoon as ſhe is 
married as part of her equipage, without which the 
could not be genteel, and the firſt article of the 
treaty is eſtabliſhing the penſion, which remains to 
the lady, in caſe the gallant ſhould prove inconſtant, 
This chargeable point of honour, I look upon as the 
real foundation of fo many wonderful inſtances of 
conſtancy. I really know ſeveral women of the firlt 


annual rents, and yet nobody eſteems them the leſs; 
on the contrarv, their diſcretion would be called in 
queſtion if they ſhould be ſuſpected to be miſtrefſes 
for nothing, A great part of their, emulation confill 
in trying who ſhall ger moſt ; and having no intrigue 
at all is ſo far a diſgrace, that I'll aſſure you, a lady 
who is very much my friend here, told me but yelter- 
day. how much I was obliged to her for juſtifying my 
conduct in a converſation relating to me, where il 
was publickly aſſerted, that I could not poſſibly have 
common ſenſe, fince I had been in town above 3 
fortnight, and had made no fteps towards comme": 
eing an amour, My friend pleaded for me, that n 
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ſtay was uncertain, and ſhe believed that was the 
auſe of my ſeeming ſtupidity, and -this was all ſhe 
ould find to ſay in my juſtification. But one of the 
pleaſanteſt adventures [ ever-met with in my life, 
was laſt night, and it will give you a juſt idea, in 
what a delicate manner the Belles Paſſions are ma- 
aged in this country.” I was at the aſſembly of the 
ounteſs of and the young Count of ——, 
leading me down ſtairs, aſked me how long I was to 
ſtay at Vienna; I made anſwer that my ſtay depend- 
ed on the Emperor, and it was not in my power to 
determine it. Well, Madam, (ſaid he) whether 
four time here 1s to be longer or ſhorter, | think you 
dught to paſs it agreeably, and to that end you muſt 
engage in a little affair of the heart, —— My heart 


(anſwered I gravely enough) does not engage very ca- 


fly, and! have no delign of parting with it. I ſee, 
Madam, (ſaid he, ſigbing) by the ill nature of that 
nſwer, I am not to hope for it, which is a great 
mortification to me that am charmed with you. Bat, 
however, I am ſtil] devoted to your ſervice, and fince 
I am not worthy of entertaining you myſelf, do me 
the honour of letting me know, whom you like beſt 
amongſt us, and I'll engage to manage the affair en- 
tirely to your ſatisfaftion. You may judge in what 
manner I ſhould have received this compliment in 
my own country; but | was well enough acquaint- 
ed with the way of this, to know that he really in- 
tended me an obligation, and I thanked him with a 
very grave curtſey, for his zeal to ſerie me, and on- 
ly aſſared him, I had no occaſion to make uſe of it. 
Thus you ſee, my dear, that gallantry and good- 
breeding are as different, in different climates, as 
morality and religion. Who have the rtghteft no- 
tions of both, we ſhall never know till the day of 
udgment, for which great day of eclairciſſement, I 
wn there is very little impatience in your, &c, &c. 
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the phlegm of the country. Ever 
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© To Mrs. <5, 
| | Vienna, Sept. 26, 'O.S. 1716, 
WAS never more agreeably ſurprized than by 


your obliging letter. Tis a peculiar mark of my 
eſteem that I tell you ſo, and I can aſſure you, that 


if I loved you one grain leſs, I ſhould be very ſoriy 


to ſee it ſo diverting as it is. The mortal averſion | 
have to writing, makes me tremble at the thought 
of a new correſpondent, and I believe I diſobliged 


no leſs than a dozen of my London, acquaintance by 


refuſing to hear from them, though I did verij 
think they intended to ſend me very eatertainifg 
letters. But I had rather loſe the pleaſure of read- 
ing ſeveral witty things, than, be forced to write ma- 
ny ſtupid ones. Yet in ſpite of theſe conſiderations, 
Jam charmed with the proof of your friendſhip, and 
beg a continuation of the ſame goodneſs, though! 
fear the dulneſs of this will make you immediately 


| repent of it. It is not from Auſtria that one can 


ir amours and 
their quarzels are carried on with ſufprizing temper, 
and they are never lively, but upon points of cere- 
mony. . There, I own, they ſhew all their paſſions, 
and *tis not long fince two coaches meeting in a nar- 
row ſtreet at night, the ladies in them not being able 
to adjuſt the ceremonial of which ſhould go back, ſat 
there with equal gallantry till two in the morning, 
and were both, ſo fully determined to die upon the 
ſpot rather than yield, in a point of that importance, 
that the ſtreer would never have been cleared till theit 
deaths, if the Emperor had not ſent his guards to 
part them, and even then they refuſed to ſtir, till the 
expedient could be found out, of taking them both 


out in chairs, exaGily in the ſame moment. a 
'& by 


write with vivacity, and I am "A infected with 
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the ladies were 2preed, it was with ſome difficulty, 


that the paſs was decided between the two coach» 
men, no jeſs tenacious of their rank than the ladies. 
This paſſion is ſo omnipotent in the breaſts of the 
women, that even their huſbands never die, but they 
are ready to break their hearts, becauſe that fatal 
hour puts an end to their rank, no widows havin 

any place at Vienna. The men are not much leſs 
touched with this point of honour, and they don't 
only ſcorn. to marry, but even to make love to any 
woman of a family not as illuſtrious as their own, 
and the pedigree is much more conſidered by them, 
than either the complexion or features of their miſ- 
treſſes. Happy are the She's that can number a- 
mongſt their anceſtors, the Counts of the Empire; 


they have neither occaſion for beauty, money, nor 


good conduct to get them huſbands. Tis true as to 
money, *tis ſeldom any advantage to the man they 
marry; the laws of Auſtria confine the woman's por- 
tion to two thouſand florins (about two hundred 
pounds Engliſh) and whatever they have beſide, re- 


mains in their own poſſeſſion and diſpoſal. Thus. 


here are many ladies much richer than their huſbands, 


who are however obliged to allow them pin money 
agreeable to their quality; and [| attribute to this 


confiderable Manch of prerogative, the liberty that 
they take upon other occaſions. I am ſure, you that 
know my lazineſs and extreme indifference on this 


ſabject, will pity me, intangled' amongſt all theſe 


ceremonies, which are a wonderful burden to me, 
though I am the envy of the whole town, having by 


their own cuſtoms the paſs before them all. They, 


indeed, ſo revenge apon the poor Envoys, this great 
reſpect ſhewed to Ambaſſadors, that (with all mu in- 
difference) I ſhould be very uticaſy to ſuffer it. Upon 
Cays of ceremony they have noentrance at court, and 
on other days muſt content themſelves with waiking 


after every ſoul, and being the very laſt taken notice 


of. But I muſt write a volume to let you know all 
the ceremonies, and | have already ſaid too much on 
Vol. I. D io 


= 
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ſo dull a ſubject, which however employs the whole 
care of the people here. I need not after this, tell 
yau how agreeably time ſlides away with, me, you 
Know as well as J do the taſte of, n 

2 Vours, &c. &c. 


LETTER Al. . 
To the Lady X——— | 


Vienna, OR. 4, 'O.S. 1716, 

OU deſire me, Madam, to ſend you ſome ac- 
counts of the cuſtoms here, and ati the-ſame 

time a deſcription of Vienna. 1 am always willing 
to obey your commands, but you muſt. upon this oc- 
caſion take the will for che deed.” If I ſhould under - 
take to tell you all the particulars in which the man: 
ners here differ from ours, I muſt write a whole quite 
of the dullelt ſtuff that ever was read, or printed 
Without being read. Their dreſs agrees with the 
French or Engliſhiin.no one article, but wearing pet- 
ticoa:s. They have many faſhions peculiar, to them- 
ſelves; they think it -indecent for a widow-ever to 
wear green or roſe colour, but all the other gayeſt 
colours at hep own diſcretion. ' The aſſemblies. here 
are the only regular diverſion, the operas being al- 
Ways at court, and commonly om ſome particular oc- 
caſion. Madam Rabutin, has the aſſembly conſtantlj 
every nightat her houſe, and the other ladies, when- 
ever they have a mind to diſplay the magnificence.of 
their apartments, or oblige a friend by compliment - 
ing them on the day of their ſaint, they declare, 
taat on ſuch a day the aſſembly ſhall be at their 
houſe in honour of the Count or Countefs—ſuch- 2 
one. Theſe; days are called days of Gala, and all 
the friends or relations of the lady, whoſe Saint it is, 
are obliged” to appear in their beſt cloaths and all 
their jewels. The miſtreſs of the houſe takes no par- 


ticular notice of any body, nor returns any bayy 
j | vilit; 


I 
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viſit: and. "whoever pleaſes, may go, without che 


formality of being preſented. The company are en- 
tertained with ice in ſeveral forms, winter and ſum- 
mer; afterwards they divide into ſeveral parties of 

'6mbre, piquet, or converſation, all games of hazard 
— ß] ] /» ᷣͤ A ECL 
l ſaw t'other day the Gala for Count Altheim, the 
Emperor's favourite, and never in my liſe ſaw ſo ma- 
ny fine cloaths ill fancied They embroider the rich- 
eſt gold ſtuffs, and provided they can make their 


cloaths expenſive enough, that is all the taſte they 


ſhew in them. On other days the general dreſs is a 
ſcarf, and what you pleaſe under it. SEL, 
But now I am fpeaking of Vienna, Iam ſure you 


expect I ſhould ſay ſomething of the convents'; they- 


are of all ſorts and ſizes, but | am beſt pleaſed with 


that of St. Lawrence, where the eaſe and neatneſs * 


they ſeem to live with, appears to me much more edi- 
fying than thoſe ſtricter orders, where perpetual pen 
naace and naſtineſs muſt breed diſcontent and wretch- 


edneſs. The nuns are ail of quality, I think there 
are to the number of fifty. They have each of them, 


a little cell perfectly clean, the walls of which are 
covered with pictures, more or leſs fine, according to 
their quality. A:long white ſtone gallery runs by all” 
of them, furniſhed with the pictures of exemplary- 
fiters; the chapel is extremely neat and richly a- 
dorned, But 1. could not forbear laughing at their 
ſhewing me à wooden head of our Saviour, which, 
they aſſured me, ſpoke, during the ſiege of Vienna; 
and, as a proof of it, bid me mark his mouth, which 
had been open ever ſince. Nothing can be more be- 
coming than the dreſs of theſe nuns. It is a white 
robe, the ſleeves of which ate torned up with fine 
white callico, and their head-greſs the ſa me, excep 
ing a ſmall veil of black. crape that falls behind. 
They have a lower ſort of ſerving nuns, that wait on 
them as their chamber-maids. Trey receive ali viſits 
of women, and play at ombre in their chambers with 
permitſion of their Abbeſs, which is very eaſy to be 
| ; r obtained. 
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obtained. I never ſaw an old woman ſo- good - natu· 
red; ſhe is near four ſcore, and yet ſhews very little 
fign of decay, being ſtill lively and. chearful. She 
careſſed me as if I had been her daughter, giving me 
ſome pretty things of ber own work, and ſweetmeats 
in abundauce. The grate is not pf the moſt rigid ; it 
is not very hard to put a head throvgh ;; and I don't 
doubt but a man, a little more ſlender than ordinary, 
might ſqueeze in bis whole perſon. The young 
Count of Salamis came to the grate, while 1 was 
there, and the Abbeſs gave him her band to kiſs.— 
But I was ſurprized to find here, the only beautiful 

' Young woman J have ſeen at Vienna, and, not only 
beautiful but genteel, witty and agreeable, of a great 
family, and who bad been the admiration of the 
town, I could not forbear ſhewing my ſurprize. at 
ſeeing a nun like her. She made a thouſand oblig- 
ing compliments, and deſired me to come often. It 
would be an infinite pleaſure to me (ſaid ſhe, fighing) 
but I avoid, with the greateſt care, ſeeing any of my 
former acquaintance; and whenever they come io 
our convent, I lock myſelf in my cell. I obſerved 
tears come into her eyes, which) touched me ex- 
tremely, and | began to talk to her in that ſtrain of 
tender pity ſhe inſpired me with; but ſhe would not 
own to me that ſhe is not perfectly bappy. I have 
ſince endeavoured to learn the real cavſe of her re- 
tnement, without being able to. get any other sc. 
count, but that every body was ſurprized at it, and 
nobody gueſſed the reaſon. I have been ſeveral times 
to ſee her ; bat it gives me too, much melancholy to 
ſee ſo aprecable a young creature buried alive. | 
am not ſurprized that nuns have fo often inſpired vio- 
lent paſlions; the pity one naturally feels for them, 
when they ſeem worthy of another deſtiny, making 

an ealy way for yet more tender ſentiments, I never 
in my life had ſo little charity for the Roman Catho- 
lic religion, as fince | ſee the miſery it occaſions ; ſo 
many poor unhappy women! and then the groſs ſu- 
perſtition of the common people, who are a 
» | Ot er 
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other of them, day and night, offering bits of can- 
dle to the wooden figures, that are ſet up almoſt in 
very ſtreat. - The procefſions I ſee very often are pa- 
. as offenſive and apparently contradictory to 
common ſenſe, as the pagqds of China, God knows - 
whether it be the womanly ſpirit of contradiftion that 
works in me, but there never, before, was ſuch zeal. 
againſt popery in the heart of, | 

| Dear Madam, &c, &c, 


LETTER XIII. 
To Mr. —— 


+ Hewes. Vienna, OR, 10, O.S. 1716. 
1 DESERVE not all the re proaches you make me. 
* If I have been ſome time without anſwering your 
letter, it is not, that I don't know how many tuanks 
are due to you for it; or that | am ſtupid enough to 
prefer any amuſements to the pleaſure of hearing 
from you; but after the profeſſions of eſteem you 
have ſo obligingly made me, I cannot help delaying, 
as long as 1 can, ſhewing you, that you are miſta- 
ken, If you are ſincere, when you ſay, you expect 
to be extremely entertained by my letters, I ought to 
be mo: tified at the diſappointment that | am ſure you- 
will receive, when you hear from me; tho? | have 
done my beſt endeavours to find out ſomething worth 
writing to you. I have ſeen every thing that was to 
be ſeen with a very diligent curioſity, Here are 
ſome fine villas, particularly the late Prince of Li- 
chenſtein's: but the ſtatues are all modern, and the - 
pictures not of the firſt hands. *Tis true, the Empe- 
ror has ſome of great value, I was yeſterday to ſee 
the repoſitory, which they call his Treaſure, where 
they ſeem to have been more diligent in amaſſing a 
great quantity of things, than in the choice of them, 
1 ſpent above five. hours there, and yet there were 
D 3 very 
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very few things that topped me long to conſider them, 
But the number is prodigious, being a long gallery 
filled, on both ſides, and five large rooms. There is | 
a vaſt quantity of paintings, among which- are ma- 
ny fine miniatures, but the moſt valuable pictures 
are a few of Camels, thoſe of Titan being at the 
Favorita, 

The cabinet of jewels did not appear to me ſo fich 
as expected to ſee it. They ſhewed me here a cup, 
about the ſize of a tea-diſh, of one entire emerald, 
which they had fo particular a reſpect for, that only 
_ the Emperor has the liberty of touching it. There 
is a large cabinet full of curioſities of clock work, 
only one of which I thought worth obſerving, that 
was a craw fiſh with all the motions ſo natural, that 

it was hard todiſtinguiſh it from life. 
be next cabinet was a large collection of Agates, 
ſome of them extremely beautiful and of an uncom- 
mon ſize, and ſeveral vaſes of Lapis Lazuli. I was 
ſorprized to ſee the cabinet of medals ſo pootly fut: 
n ſhed, I did not re mark one of any value, and they 
are kept in a moſt ridiculous. diſorder. As to the 
Antiques, very few of them deſerve that name, 
Upon my ſaying they were modern, I could not for- 
bear lavghing at the anſwer of the profound anti- 
quary that ſhewed them, that“ they were ancient 
enough, for to his knowledge they had been there 
th-ſe fo:ty years; but the next cabinet diverted me 
yet beiter, being nothing elſe but a parcel of wax 
babies, and toys in ivory, very well worthy to be 
preſented to children of five years old. Two of the 
rooms were wholly filled with theſe triſſes of all 
kinds, ſet in jewels, amongſt which I was defired to 
opſcrve a crucihx, that the» aſſured me had ſpoke ve⸗ 
ry wiſely to the Emperor Leopold, I wcn't trouble 
you with a catalogue of the reſt of the lumber, but 
1 mu't not forget to mention, a ſmall piece of load- 
ſcone that held up an anchor of ſteel too heavy for 
me to lift. This is what I thought the moſt curious 
iu the whole treaſare. There are ſome few heads of 
ancient 
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ancient ſtatues ; but ſeveral of them are defaced by 
modern additions. | foreſee that you will be very 
little ſatisfied with this letter, and 4 dare hardly aſk 
you, to be good-natured enough to charge tne dul- 
neſs of it, oa the barrenneſs of the ſabject, and to 
overluok the ſtupidity of | 

| 2 18 E ' Your, &c. &c. 


* - 
To the Counteſs of — 


Prague, Nov. 17, O. S. 1716. 
HOPE my dear ſiſter wants no new proots of my 
1 uncete affection for her; but I am ſure if you do, 
I could not give you a ſtronger than writing at this 
time, after three days, or more properly ipeak:ng, 
three nights and days, hard poſt traveiiing.— lhe 
kingdom of Bohemia 15 the moit deſert ut any | have 
ſeen in Germany, The villages are io poor, and the 
poſt houſes ſo miſeravle, that ciean ſtraw and fair 
water ate bleſſings not always to be met with, and 
better accommodation not to be hoped for. Though 
I carried my own bed with me, I could not iome- 
times find a place to fer it up in; and I rather choſe 
to travel all night, as cold as it is, wrapped up in 
my furs, than go inio the common ſtoves, which are 
filled with a mixture of all ſorts of ill ſcents. 

This town was once the royal ſeat of the Bohemian 
Kings, and is till the capital of the kingdom, There 
are yet ſome remains of its former ſplendour, being 
one of the largeſt towns in Germany, but, for the 
moſt part, old built and thinly inbabited, which. 
makes the houſes very cheap. Thoſe people of qua- 
lity who cannot eaſily bear the expence of Vienna, 
chuſe to refide here, where they have aſſemblies, mu- 
fc, and all other diverſions, (thoſe of a court ex- 
cepted) at very moderate rates, all things being here 
in great abundance, eſpecially, the beſt wild fowl 1 

| IM 3 
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ever taſted. I have already been viſited by ſome of 
the molt conſiderable ladies, whoſe relations I knoy 
at Vienna. They are dreſſ:d after the faſhions there, 
after the manner that the people at Exc ter imitate 
thoſe of. London; that is, their imitation is more 
exceſſive than the original. Tis not eaſy to deſcribe 
what extfaordinary figures they make. The perſon 
is ſo much loſt between head-dreſs and petticoat, 
that they have as much occation to write upon their 
back,, This is a woman,“ for the information of 
traveliers, as every ſign. poſt painter had to write, 
„This is a Bear.” | will not forget to write to you 
again from Dreſden” and Leipzig, being much more 
ſolicitous to content your curiouty, than to indulge 


my own repoſe, 5 . 
; | Jam, &c.. 


LET Tx XV 
To the Counteſs of ——. 


Sr Leipzig, Nov. 21, O. S. 1716 
* BELIEVE, dear ſiſter, you will eaſily forgive my 
not writing to you from Dreſden, as I promiſecd, 
when I tell you, that I never went out of my chaile 
from Prague to this place. You may imagine hoy 
heartily Lway tired with twenty-four hours poſt-tra- 
veiling, without ſleep or refreſhment (for I can neve! 
ſleep in a coach however fatigued.) We paſſed by 
moon-ſhine, the frightful precipices that divide Bo 
hemia from Saxony, at the bottom of which runs 
the river Elbe; but I cannot ſay, that I had reaſon 
to fear drowning in it, being perfectly convinced, 
that in caſe of a tumble, it was utterly impoſſible ta 
come alive to the bottom. In many places the road 
1s ſo narrow, that I could not diſcern an inch of ſpace 
between the wheels and the precipice. Vet I was {0 
good a wife not to wake Mr. W -y, Who wal 
taſt aſleep by my ſide, to make him ſhare in my * 
„* 
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jnce the danger was unavoidable, till I perceived by 
the bright light of the moon, our poſtilions nodding 
on horſeback, while the horſes were on a full gallop, 
hen indeed I thought it very convenient to call out 
o defire them 40 look where they were going, My 
alling out waked Mr. W y, and he was much 
more ſurprized than myſelf at the ſituation we were 
in, and aſſured me that he paſſed the Alps five times 
in different places, without ever having gone a road 
ſo dangerous. I have been told ſince, that 'tis com- 
mon to find the bodies of travellers in the Elbe, but 
thank God that was not our deſtiny, and we came 


you | 
wore ae to Dreſden, ſo much tired with fear and fatigue, 
ulge it was not poſſible for me to compoſe myſelf to write. 


after paſſing theſe dreadful rocks, Dreſden appeared 

to me a wonderfully agreeable fituation, in a fine 
arge plain on the banks of the Elbe. | was very | 
glad to ſtay there a day to reſt myſelf. The town is 
the. neatelt [ have ſeen in Germany; moſt of the 
houſes are new built; the Elector's palace is very 
handſome, and his repoſitory full of curioſities of 
different kinds, with a collection of medals very much 


oC. 


16. Wc tzemed. Sir , our King's Envoy, came to 
mee me here, and Madam —, whom i knew in 
ſed, London, when her huſband was mipiſter to the King 
aile of Poland there. She offered me all things in her 


power to entertain me, and brought ſome ladies with 
er, whom ſhe preſented to me. The Saxon ladies 


ever eſemble the Auſtrian no more, than the Chineſe do 

| by thoſe of London; they are very genteely dreſſed af- 
Bo ier the Engliſh and French modes, and have, gene- 
uns rally, pretty faces, but they are the moſt determined 
afon N Minandieres in the whole world. They would think 
ced, it a mortal fin againſt good breeding, if they either 

e ta poke or moved in a natural manner. They all affect 
oa M little ſoft liſp, and a pretty pit pat ſtep; which 
pace female frailties ought, however, to be forgiven them 
1s ſo n favour of their civility and good nature to ſtran- 


zers, Which I have a great deal of reaſon to * 
The 
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838 AS, ; | | 
© The'Cowntefs of Couelle is kept priſöner in a me. 
lancholy caſtle, ſome leagues from hence, and I can. 
not forbear telling you. what I heard of her; becauſe 
it ſeems to me very extraordinary, though I foreſer 
1 ſhall ſwell. my letter to the fize of a pacquet.—She 
was miſtreſs ro the King of Poland (Elector of Sax, 
ony) with fo abſolute a dominion over kim, that ne- 
ver any lady had fo much power in that cburt. The 
tell a pleaſant ſtory of his Majeſty's firlt declaration 
of love, which he made in a viſit to her, bringing 
im one hand a bag of a hundted thouſand crowns, 
and in the other a horſe-ſhoe, which he ſnapped a 
ſunder before her face, leaving her to draw the con- 
ſequences of fuch feinarkable proofs of ſtrenyth and 
liderality. I'know not. which charmed her moſt, but 
me conſented to leaye her hufband, and to give ber. 
ſelf up to bim entirely, being divorced publicly, in 
fuch a manner, as by. their laws permit either party 
to marry again. God knows whether it was at thit 

time, or in ſome other fond fir, bur *ris certain the 
King had fome weakneſs to make a formal contraf 
of marriage; which, though it could fignify no 
thing during the life of the Queen, pleaſed her | 
well, that ſhe could not be contented, without tell. 
Ing it to all the people ſhe faw, and giving berſel 
the àirs of a Queen. Men endure every thing whit 
they are in love ; but when the exceſs of paſſion wa 
cooled by long poſſeſſion, his Majeſty begun to reflec 
on the ill confequences of leaving ſuch a paper in het 
| hands, and deſired to have it reito:ed to him. But 
the rather choſe to endute ail the moſt violent effet 
of his anger than give it up; and though ſhe is ont 
of the richeſt and moſt avaricious ladies of her coun 
try, ſhe hath refuſed the offer of the continuation df 
a large penſion, and the ſecurity of à vait ſum 
money ſhe has amaſſed, and has, at laſt, provoked 
the King to confine her perſon to a caſtle, where ſhe 
endures all the terrors of a itraic impriſonment, 216 
remains Kill inflexible either to threats or E 


- 
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Her violent paſſions have brought her indeed into fits, 


in. ich it is why $95 will ſoon put an end to her 
of Wife. I cannot, forbear having ſome. compaſſion for 
er woman, that ſuffers for a point of honour, how- 


rer miſtaken, eſpecially in, a equntry, where points 


adies. | 


hey 1 could have wiſhed Mr. W———"s buſineſs had 
non ermitted him a longer ſtay at Dreſden. . | 
in Perhaps I am partial to a.town where they profeſs, 
be proteſtant religion, but every thing ſeemed to me 
aich quite anotber air of politeneſs, than I have. 
on. Wound in other places. Leipzig, where l am at pre- 
aua ent, is a town very, confiderable for its trade, and I 


luffs for myſelf, &c. all thiags of that kind being at 


* eaſt double. the price at Vieona, partly becauſe of 
aul be exceſfive cuſtoms, and partly through, want of. 
tülenias and induſtry in the people, who make no one. 
che ort of thing there, ſo. that the ladies are obliged to 
tra end even for their ſhoes, out of Saxony. The fair. 


ere is one of the moſt conſidętable in Germany, and 


e merchants. This is alſo a fortified town, but [ 


ell- 
by” void ever, mentioning fortifications, being ſenſible 
„nige bt 1 know nat how to ſpeak of them. I am the 
wile eaſy under my ignorance, when [| reflect that 
fed” ſure you'll willingly forgive the omiſſion; for if 
| bei made you the moſt exact deſcription of all the ra- 


lins and baſtions, I ſee in my travels, I dare ſwear 
vu would, aſk me what is 4 ravelin ? and what is a 


ſion ? 
Adieu, my dear filter. 


LETTER 


of honour are not over icrupulouſly obſerved among 


ake this opportunity of buyipg page's liveries, gold 


he reſort of all the people of quality, as. well as of, 
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To the Counteſs of ——,  — por 
> | | | | a . ne 
Brunſwick, Nov. 23, O. S. 1716.88 6 

AM juſt come to Brunſwick, a very old town, but 
which has the advantage of being the capital of 
the Duke of Wolfenbottle's dominions; a family's 
(not to ſpeak of its ancient honours) illuſtrious, by 
having its younger branch on the throne of England, 
and having given two Empreſſes to Germany. [ ſpe: 


have not forgot to drink your health here in Mun, 9% 
which I think very well deſerves the reputation of de 
being the belt in the world. This letter is the third 1 


J have wrote to you during my journey, and I de. 
clare to you, that if you don't ſend: me immediately pala 
a full and true account of all the changes and chance 


amongſt our London acquaintance, I will not writ bea 
you any deſcription of Hanover, (where I hope to be with 

to night) though FE know you have more curioſity u date 
bear of that place than any other, - | aa 

15 | | | ; Port 

LETTER XVII. app 

| | dave 

To the Counteſs of B —. help 


Hanover, Nov. 25, O. S. 1716 

T RECEIVED your ladyſhip's letter but the dy 
before 1 left Vienna, though, by the date, | 
ought to have had it much ſooner ; but nothing wi 
ever worſe regulated than the poſts in moſt parts d 
Germany, I can aſſure you, the packet at Prague 
was behind my chaiſe, and in that manner conveyed 
to Dreſden, ſo that the ſecrets of half the count! 
were at my mercy, if I had had any curioſity fot 
them. I would not longer delay my thanks for 
yours, though the number of my acquaintances * 


A 


? 
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and my duty of attending at court, leaves me hardly 
any time to diſpoſe of, 1 am extremely pleaſed that 
| can tell you, without flattery or partiality, that our 
young Prince® has all the accompliſhments chat tis 
poſhbie to have at his age, with an air of ſprightli- 
neſs and underſtanding, and famething ſo very en- 
paging and eaſy in his behaviour, that he needs not 


be advantage of bis rank to appear charming. I 
0 had the honour of a long converſation with him laſt 
ride before the King came in. His governor retired 
% on purpoſe (as he told me afterwards) that I might 


make ſöme judgment of his genius, by hearing him 
peak without conſtraint ; and I was ſurprized at the 
quickneſs and politenefs, that appeared in every thing 
be ſaid, joined to a perſon perfectly agreeable, and 
linde fine fair hair of the Princeſs. | 

g This town is neither large nor handſome, but the 
wh palace is capable of holding a-much greater court 
nen ban that of St. James's, The King has had the 
„el goodneſs to appoint us a lodging in one part of it, 
oel wibogt which we ſhould have been very ill accommo- 
dated; for the vaſt number of Engliſh crouds the 
town ſo much, tis very good luck to get one ſorry 
room in a miſerable tavern. I dined to day with the 
Portugueſe Ambaſſador, who thinks himſelf very 
dappy to have two wretched parlours in an inn. TI 
have now made the Tour of Germany, and cannot 
help obſerving a conſiderable difference between tra- 
relling here and in England. One ſees none of thoſe 
ine ſeats of noblemen, ſo. common amongſt us, nor 
ay thing like a country geatleman's houſe, though 
ley have many ſituations perfectly fine. But the 
bole people are divided into abſolute ſovertignties, 
„ere all the riches and magnikicence are at court, or 
po communities of merchants, ſuch as Nurenburg 
ad Frankfort, where they live always in town for the 
nventence of trade. The King's comgany of 


* The Father of his preſent Majeſty. 
Ver. J. 3 Frenck 
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„% _ £FD TIT® ane 
French comedians play here evety night. They are 


very well dreffed, and fome of them not ill attors, WI ® 
His Majeſty dines and ſups conſtantly in public.” The WF * 
court is very numerous, and his affability and good. Wl © 
neſs makes it one of the moſt agreeable places in the WI" 
world. | 0 | £5 rg of 
; Dear Madam he 
. Tour L. Kc. &c. n 
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To the Lady R is 


Hlanover, OR. 1, O.. 1916. 
1 AM very glad, my dear Lady R, chat you Wl 
1 have been ſo well pleaſed, as you tell me, at the 
report of my returning to England; thongh, like 
Other pleaſures, I can aſſure you it has no real foun- 
dation. | hope you know me enough to take my word Bil 
againſt any report concerning me. "Tis true, as to — 
diſtance of place, I am much nearer to London that Fol 
I was ſome weeks ago.; bat as to the thoughts of Fa 
return, I never was farther off in my life. _ 1 own, 1 * 
could with great joy indulge the pleaſing hopes of ſee- F 
ing-you and the very few others that ſhare my eſteem; 
but white Mr. W is determined to proceed 
in his deſign, I am determined to follow him. 
II am running on upon my own affairs, that isi 
ſay, 1 am going to write very dully, as moſt peopb e 
do, when they write of themſelves. I will mae 
haſte to change the diſagreeable iubjeR, by telle 
you, that I am now got into the region of beauty. e. 
All the women have, literally, roſy eheeks, ſnow) 5 
foreheads and boſoms, jet eye brows, and ſcaraſo 
lips, to which they generally add coal black hal. 
Thoſe perfections never leave them, till the hovrd 
their deaths, and have a very fine effect by candle 
light; but 1 could wiſh they were handſome with# 
little more variety. They reſemble one another 
| ſ* 


* 
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much as Mrs. Salmon's court of Great - Britain, and 

are in as much danger of melting away, by too, near 
approaching the fire, which they, for that reaſon, 
carefully avoid, though tis now exceſſive cold wea- 
ther, that I believe they ſuffer extremely by that piece 
of. ſelf-deniat;- The ſoow is already very deep, and: 
the people begin to ſlide about in their Traintaur — 
This is a favourite diveriion all over Germany. They 
we little machines fixed upon a ſledge, that hold a: 
lady and 4 gentleman; and are drawn by one-hor(e. 
The gentleman- has the honour of driving, and they 
move with a prodigious ſwiftneſs.. The lady, the 
horſe , and Traineas are all as fine as: they can be 
made, and when there are many of them: together, 
is a, very agreeable ſhow... At Vienna, where all 
pieces of -magnificence. are carried to exceſs, there are 
ſometimes machines of this kind, that coſt five or fix 
hundred pounds Engliſh, The Duke of Wolfeabut- 
tle is now at this court ; you know. be is nearly re- 
lated to our Ring, and uncle to the reigning Empreſs, 
who is, I believe, the mot. beautiful princeſs upon 
earth, She is now with child, Which is all the con- 
ſolation of the Imperial Court for the loſs of the 
Archduke, I took my leave cf her the day before 1 
left. Vienna, and ſhe begun ro ſpeak to me, with fo 
much grief and tenderneſs of the death of that young 
prince, I had much ado to withhold my tears, You 
know that I am got at all partial to people for their 
tles; but Lown that I love that charming Princeſs 
it I may uſe ſo familiar an expreſſion) and if I had 
ot, I ſhould have been very moch moved at the tra- 
ncal end of an only ſon, born, after being ſo long 
lefired, and at length killed by want of good ma- 

lagemeat, weaning. him in the beginning of the 
winter, Adieu, dear Lady R, continue to write 
o me, and believe none of your goodneſs is loſt 


Tours, &c. 
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came here the 15th, very late at night, after ter- Wl?” 


| ſoon as | had ſent my compliments to their Highneſ: 
Duke; rail at Baſſer every night, and the Duchel 


my devotions in it. You will not forgive me, if | 


hk ; 
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To the Counteſs, of ein 


1 


SZBlankenburg, Od. 17, O. S. 1716. We 
1 RECEIVED: yours, dear fiſter, the very day et 
A. left Hanover. You may eaſily imagine F was then of 
J too great a hurry to anſwer it; botyou ſee Ie 
the firſt opportunity of doin g my felf that*pleaſure — iN" 


rible journey, in the worſt roads and weather that e. WI" 
ver poot traveller fuffered. I have taken this little U 
tatigue, merely to oblige the ld ol eee ſo 
carry a 3 from her Imperial Majeſty to the Du - 
cheſs of Blankenburg, her metber, who is 4 Prin. WS" 
ceſs of great addrefs and good breeding, and may be 


fill ealled a fine woman. It was folate when't came i'® 


to this town, 1 did not think proper” to diſturb. the n 
Doke and Docheſs with the news of my arrival ; f 
1 took up my quarters in a miſsrable inn; but u 


ſes, they immediately ſent me their on coach and 
ux horſes, which had however enough to do to drav 
us up the very high hill on which the caſtle is fil. 
ated. The Ducheſs is extremely obliging to me, and 
this little court is not withopt its diverſions, Th 


tells me, ſhe is fo well pleaſed with my company, 
that it makes her play leſs than ſhe uſed to do; [ 
ſhould find it very dieb to ſteal time to write, il 
the was not now at church, where I cannot wait ot 
her, not underſtanding the language enough to pi 


do not ſay ſomething of Hanover; I cannot tell you 
that the town is either large or magnificent. The 
opera-houſe, which was built by the late elector, 
much finer than that of Vienna. I was very ſorry 7 


' 
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the ill weather did not permit me to ſee Hernhauſen in 
all its beauty; but in fpite of the ſnow, I thought the 
girden- very fine. I was particularly ſurprized at the 
yalt number of orange trees, 9: 6 larger than any 
| have ſeen in England, though this climate is cer- 
tainly colder. But I had morereaſon ro wonder, that 
night at the King's table, to ſee a preſent from a 
gentleman of this country, of two large baſkets full 
of ripe oranges and. lemons of different ſorts, many 
of which were quite new to me; and what I thought | 
worth all gs two ripe, Ananaſſes, which, to my 
taſte, are a fruit perfectly delicious. You know they / 
are naturally the growth of Brazil, and I could not 
imagine how they came here but by enchantment. f 
Upon enquiry, 1 learnt that they have brought their 
ſtoves to ſuch perfection, they lengthen their ſummer 
as long as they pleaſe, giving to every plant tbe de- 
gree of heat it would receive from the ſun in its na- 
tive ſoil. The effect is very near the ſame; | am 
lurprized we do not practice in England ſo uſeful an 
invention. This reflection leads me to confider. our 
obſtinaey in ſhaking with cold five months in the 
year, rather than. make uſe of ſtoves, which are 
certainly one of the greateſt conveniences of life. 
Betides, they are ſo far from ſpoiling the form of a 
room, that they add very much to the magnificence 
of it, when they are painted and gilt, as they are at 
Vienna, or at Dreſden, where they are often in the * 
ſhapes of china jars, ſtatves-or fine cabinets, ſo na- 
turally repreſented, that they are not to be diſtia- 
puſhed, If ever I return, in defiance to the faſhion, - 
you all certainly ſee one in the chamber of, 

| | ' _ Dear Siſter, Your, &c.- 


I will write often, ſince you-defire it; but I moſt * 
dez you to be a little more particular in yours; you 
ancy me at forty miles diſtance, and forget, that, 
after ſo long an abſence, I can't underſtand” hints. 
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To the Lady ———, di 


| © © "Vienna, Jan, „ O. d. 1711. ve 
T HAVE juſt received here at. Vienna, your lady. 
ſhip's compliments on my return to England, ſent w 
me from Hanover. You ſee, Madam, all things tha 
are afſerted with confidence, are not abſolutely true; 
and tha: you have no ſort of reaſon to complain of Wl ca 
me for making my deſigned return a myftery to you, ll of 
when you ſay all che world are informed of it. Vo of 
mav tel all the world in my name, chat they are ge. w 
ver ſo well informed in my affairs as I am myielf, tha Wl i 
Jam very poſitive | am at this time at Vienna, when t 
the carnival is begun, and all ſorts of diverſions a 1h 
carried to the greatelt height, except that of maſqv-ſ d 
ing, which is never permitted during a war with the Bl w 
Turks. The balls are in public places, where the tc 
men pay à gold ducat entrance, but the ladies no-Wif t) 
thing. I am told that theſe hnoſes get ſometimes 1 y 
thouſand ducats in a night. They are very magniß . 0 
cently forniſhed, and the moſic good, if they had rail » 
thay deteſtable cuſtom of mixing hunting horns witli y: 
it, that almeſt deafen the company. But that noi y 
is ſo agreeable here, they never make a concert wit n 
out them. The ball always concludes with Engi! 
c:untry dances, to the number of thirty or forty cop 
ple, and ſo ill danced, that there is very little pl: e 
ſure in them. They know but half a dozen, n tc 
they have danced them over and over theſe fifty yea 
.T wovld fain have taught them ſome new ones, bil 
fund it would be ſome months labour to mal 
.them comprehend them. Laſt night there was Þ 
Italian comedy afted at court. The ſcenes wet 
pretty, but the comedy. itſelf ſuch intolerable lo 
farce, without either wit or humour, that I was ſth 
prized how all the court could fit there attenti 
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for four hours together, , No women are ſuffered to 

at on the ſage, and the men dreſſed, like them, 
were ſuch auk ward figures, they very much added to 

the ridicule of the ſpectacle. What compleated the 

diverſion was the exceſſive cold, which was ſo great 

| thought I ſhould- have died there. It i: now the 

. rery extremity of the winter here; the Danube is 

dy. WH enirely frozen, and the weather not to be ſupported 

ſem without ſtoves and furs ; but, however, the air ſo 

clear, almoſt every body is well, and colds not half 
ſo common as in England. I am perſuaded there 

cannot, be a purer air, not more wholeſome than that 
of Vienna. The plenty and excellence of all ſorts 
of proviſions are greater here than in any place I ever 
was before, and *tis not very expenſive to keep a 
ſplendid table. Tis really a pleaſure to paſs thro? 
the markets, and ſee the abundance of what we 
ſhould think rarities, of fowls and veniſon, that are 
daily brought in from Hungary and Bohemia, They 
want nothing but ſhell-fiſh, and are fo fond of oyf- 
ters, that they have them ſent from Venice, and eat 
them very greedily, ſtiak or not ſtink. Thus I obey 
your commands, Madam, in giving yau an account 
of Vienna, though 1 know you will not be ſatisfied 
with it. Vou chide me for my lazineſs in not telling 
you 4 thouſand W 4-41 and furprizing things, that 
you ſay you are ſure I have ſeen and heard. Upon 

my-word, Madam, tis my regard to truth, and not 
lazineſs, that I do. not entertain you with as many 
prodigies as other travellers uſe to divert theis-read- 
ers with, I might eafily pick up wonders in every 
town I paſs through, or tell you a long ſeries of 
popiſh miracles, but I cannot fancy that there is an 

thing new in letting you know that prieſts will lie, 
and the mob believe, all the world over. Then 23 
for news, as you are fo inquiſitive aboot, how can it 
de, entertaining to you (that don't know the people) 
that the Prince of — has forſaken the Contteb of 

—— ? or that the Prince ſuch-a-one, has an in- 
ge with Count ſuch-a-one ? Would you have me 


write 


N . > * I . , 
1 * of "4 © 1x # i 1 * * EN " 0 

, a 7 .* & v8 ” 2 4 * „ — * 

| T . | 8 5 

ae 0 t * 0 — 

* ' f , . 0 k 

- #& þ ” = bh N 1 4 * . * 

A s « * # 4 k : N ; , 1 b * * + * 

ws ö = : " 


AM now, dearfifter; to rake leave of you tor 4, 


is enough to damp a greater courage than I am mi- 
ſtireſs of. But my principle of paſſive obedience, carries 
me through every ching. I have had my audience of 


over again, ſo great a fatigue. I delivered. a letter 


very much to ſtay; and when I left her, engaged me 
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vourite dwarfs. The Emperor and Empreſs have two 
of theſe liitle monſters, as ugly as devils, eſpecially 


indeed the moſt proportionable I ever ſaw. I am told 
the King of Denmark has ſo far improved this faſis 
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ite novels, like the. Coontels:of D and is it 

not better to tell you a plain truth, 


27 * * 
4 * 1 =” * o % * 


* — 4 
* 1 * * D — * 1 
XXI ; 3 
* . 4 
Deen «48 


„ 1 
4 


„ , 
„ * 1 
= * 


* 

® (TY - * * - ” 

| 4 { „ 
fr ö 

* - I i 

Y 7 
* ＋ > 
of * a " % GTA 
* 


* 
0 — + % 
* * 27 
4 
i x. N 7 & 
. 1 


e 7 eee 
N nn -Vieona, Jan. 16, 0.8. F717, 


* 


long time, and of Viſhoa for. ever; . defigning 
tomorrow, to begin my jaurney through Hungary 
in ſpite of the exceſſive cold, and deep ſnbþws, which 


leave of the Empreſs. His Imperial Majeſty wa 
leaſed to be preſent when I waited on the. rezgning 
mpreſs, and after a very obliging converſation, both 
their Imperial Majeſties invited me to take Viennain 
my road back; but I have no thoughts of enduring 


I Raid but a few: 


from the Ducheſs of nn e 
Tighneſs preſſed me 


days at that court, though ber 


to write to her. I wrote you a lopg letter from thence, 
Which I hope you have received,” though you don't: 
mention it; but 1 believe I forgot to tell you one 
curiofity in all the German courts, which I cannot 
forbear taking notice of: All the Princes keep fa 


the female ; but they are all bedaubed with dis- 
monds, and ftand at her Majeſty's elbow in all pub- 
lic places. The Duke of Wolfenbuttle has one, and 
the Ducheſs of Blankenburg is not without bers, but 


ion, that his dwarf is his chief miniſter. 15 
| | | | nh: 


1 
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gn no. feaſon for their fondneſs'f6r theſe pieces bf 
deformity, but the opinion all the abſölute Princes 
have, that tis below them to converſe with the reſt 
of mankind'; and not to be quite alone, they are 


homan nature, theſe creatures being the only ry of 
their court privileged to talk freely to them. I am at 
preſent confined to my chamber by a fore throat, and 
am glad of the excnſe to avoid ſeeing people, that I 
Jove well enough to be very much mortified When I. 
think | am going to part with them for ever. Tis 


ding true, the Autt- ians'are not commonly the moſt polite” 
gar reople in the world, nor the moſt agreeable. But“ 
bick Nyienna is inhabited dy all nations; and I bad form- 
mi Wed to myſelf a little w—_— of ſuch as were perfectly 
rief Ie my own taſte. And though the number was not 
e Ol Whey great, | could never pick up, in any other place, 


ſack a nam ber of reaſonable, agreeable people. We 
were almoſt always together, and you know I have: 
ever been of opinion, that a choſen converſation, 
compoſed of à few that one efteems, is the greateſt 
happineſs of life. Here are ſome Spaniards of both 
ſexes, that have all the vivacity and generoſity of 
ſentiments anciently aſcribed to their nation; and 
could 1 believe, that the whole kingdom were like 
them, I could wiſh nothing more than to end my 
days there, The ladies of my acquaintance have ſo- 
. np -goodnefs for me, they cry whenever they ſee. 

e, fince I have determined to undertake this jour- 
nty, And, indeed, I am not very eafy when I re- 
niet on what T am going to ſuffer. Almoſt every” 
body J ſee frights me with ſome new difficulty. 
Prince Eugene has been ſo good as to ſay all things 


dia- be could to perſuade me to ſtay till the Danube is 
pub. WMthawed, that I may have the conveniency of going 
and by water, aſſuring me, that the bouſes in Hungary 
bot are ſuch, as are no defence againſt the weather, and 
2 that I ſhall be obliged to travel three or four days be- 


tween Bude and Eſſeek, without finding any bouſe 
u all, through deſert plains covered with 1 
5 | where 
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ſorced to ſeek their companions among the refuſe ß 
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where the cold is ſo violent, many have been killed 
by it. I own theſe terrors have made a very deep 
impreſſion on my mind, becaufe I believe he tells me 
things truly as they, are, and nobody can be better 
infocmed of them. Now F have named that great 
man, I am ſure you expect, I ſhould ſay ſomething 
particular of him, hariog the advantage of ſeeing 
him. very. often; but. I am as unwilling to ſpeak of 
him at Vienna, . as 1 ſhould be to talk of Hercules in 
the court of Omphale, it 1 had ſeen bim there. | 
don't know what comfort other people find. in cori. 
dering the weakneſs of great men, (becauſe, per. 
haps, it brings them, nearer to their level) but 'ti 
always a mortification to me, to obſerve that there iy 
no perfection in humanity,,.. The.young. Prince of 
Portugal is the admiration of the whole court ; he ig 

_ handſome and polite with a great vivacity. . All the 
officers tell wanders, of his gallantry the laſt cam, 
paign. He is lodged: at court with all the honoun 
due to his rank Adieu, dear filter 3 this is the lat 
account.you will have trom.me of Vienna. If 1 fur- 
vire my journey, you ſhall hear from me in. { 
can ſay, with great truth, in the words of Moneſes, 
*© I have long learnt ta hold myſelf as- notbing;“ 
but when I think of the fatigue my poor infant mul 
ſuffer, I have, all. a mother's: fondneſs in my. eyes, 


1 


and all her tender paſſion in my heart. 

P. S. FEhave written a letter io my lady ——, th 
I belieye ſhe won't like; and upon cooler reflection 
E think I had done better to have let it alone; but! 
was downright peeviſh. at all her queſtions, and ber 
ridiculous. imagination, that IL have certainly ſeen 
abundance of wonders which I keep to myſelf out 
of meer malice. She is very angry that J won't le 

like other: travellets. I verily believe ſhe expects 
thould tell her of the Anthropophagie,',men whoſe 
heads grow below. their ſhoulders; however, pia) 


ay ſomething to pacif her. 
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ag LETTER XX. 

ter n enen 
Treat To Mr. Pope. . ot 
ning > a 2 3 | 
em f ' — Vienna, Jan. 16, Q.S. 1719. 
E HAVE not time to anſwer your letter, being in 
24 the hurry of preparing for my journey; but, I 

. 


thivk, 1 ought to bid adieu to my friends with the 


onls ame folemmry, as if I was going to mount a breach, 
pet. at leaſt, if I am to believe the formation of the 
ein people here, who denounce all ſorts of terrors to me; 
re 1 nd, indeed, the weather is at preſent ſuch as very few 
e of ſet out in. I am threatened, at the ſame time; 
ne 1 wich being frozen to death, buried in the ſnow, and 
| 1he itaken by the Tartars, who ravage that part of Hun- 
dam: gary I am to paſs. *Tis true, we ſhall have a con- 


fiderable eſcorte, fo that, poſſibly I may be diverted 
with a new ſcene, by finding myſelf in the midft of a 
battle, How my adventures will conclude, 1 leave 
ntirely to Providence; if comically, you ſhall hear 
f them.—Pray be fo good as to tell Mr. —— I have 
received his letter. Make him my adieus; if I live, 
I will anſwer it. The ſame compliment to my Lady 


R —. 


LETTER XXIII 


f = To the Counteſs of. 
A Peterwaradin, Jan. go, O.S, 1717. 


A” length, dear fifie}, .I am ſafely arrived with 


daving ſuffered ſo little from the rigour of the ſea- 
ſon (againſt which we were all provided by furs) and 
found ſuch tolerable accommodation every where, by 
bs care of ſending before, that I can hardly forbear 
laughing 


all my family in good health at Peterwaradin; 
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laughing when I recollect all the frightful ideas tha 
were given me of this journey. Theſe, I ſee, wen 
r tenderneſs of my Vienna friend, 
and their deſire of keeping me with them for thi 
winter. Perhaps it will not be diſagreeable to you, 
to give a ſhort journal of my journey, being thong 
a country entirely unknown to you, and very lit 
paſſed, eten by the Hungarians themſelves, who gx. 
nerally chuſe to take the conveniency of going dow 
the Danabe. We had the bleſſing of being favoure 
with finer weather than is common at this. ting 
of the year; though che ſnow was ſo deep, we wen 
. obliged to have our own coaches fixed upots Tra, 
| _mneaus, which moved ſo ſwiſt and fo eaſily, tis by fa 
the moſt agreeable manner of travelling poſt; J. 
came to Raab (the ſecond day from Vienna) on the 
ſeventeenth inſtant, where Mr. W ſending wol 
of our arrival to the governor, the beſt houſe in the 
town was provided for us, the garriſon was put ut 
der arms, a gvard ordered at our door, and all othe 
honours paid to us. The governor and all other of 
Fcers immediately waited on Mr. W, to know! 
tere was any thing to be done for his ſervice, The 
biſhop of Temeſwar came to viſit us, with great < 
'vility, earneſtly preſſing us to dine with him net 
day, which we refoling, as being reſolved to purſat 
our Journey, he ſent us ſeveral baſkets of winte 
Fruit, and a 3 variety of Hungarian wines, vill 
a young hind juſt killed. This is a prelate of great 
Power in this country, of the ancient family of N. 
daſti, ſo conſiderable, for many. ages, in this king. 
dom. He is a very polite, agreeable, chearful vid 
man, wearing the Hungarian habit, with a venerabt 
white beard down to his girdle.— Raab is a ſtrong 
ton, well garriſoned and fortified, and was a Jong 
time the frontier town between the Turkiſh and Ger 
man Empires. It has its name from the river Rad 
on which it is fitvated, juſt on its meeting with tf 
Danube, in an open champain country, It was 
taken by the Turks under the command of By 
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Sinan, in the reign of Sultan Amurath III. in the 
year f fteen hundred ninety four. The governor be · 
jag ſuppoſed to have betrayed it, was afterwards be- 
headed by the E mperor's command. The Counts of 
Swartzenburg and Palſi retook it by ſurprize 1598, 
fince which time it has remained in the hands of the 
Germans, though the Turks once more attempted to 
gain it by ſtratagem in 1642, The cathedral is large 
and well built, Which is all I ſaw remarkable in the 
town. Leaving Comora on the other ſide the river, 
we went the eigbieenth to Noſmuhl, a ſmall village, 
where, however, we made a ſhift to find tolerable 
accomodation. We continued two days travelling 
between this place and Buda, through the ſineſt plains 
in the world, as even as if they were paved, and ex- 
tremely fruitful ; but for the moſt part deſart and un- 
cultivated, laid waſte by the long wars between the 
Turk and Emperor; and the more cruel civil War, 
decaſioned by the bar ba ous perſecution of the Proteſ- 
unt religion, by the Emperor Leopold. That Prince 
has left behind him the character of an extraordinary 
piety,” and was naturally of a mild merciful temper; 
but, putting his conſcience into the hands of a jeſuit, 
de was more cruel and treacherous to his poor Hun- 
arian ſubjects, than ever the Turk has been to the 
Chriſtians ; breaking, without ſcruple, his corona- 
tion oath, and bis faith ſolemnly given in many pub- 
lic treaties. Indeed nathing can be more melancholy 
than travelling through Hungary, to reflect on the 
former ouriſhing ſtate of that kingdom, and to ſee 
ſuch à noble ſpot of earth almoſt uninhabited. Such 
are alſo the preſent circumſtances of Buda, (where 
ve arrived very early the twenty ſecond) once the 
toyal ſeat of the Hungarian kings, whoſe palace 
there, was reckoned one of the moſt beautiful buito- 
ing of the age, now wholly deſtroyed, no part of 
ide town having been repaired fince the laſt fiege, 

it the fortifications and the caſtle, which is the pre- 
ent reſidence of the governor general Ragule, an 
cer" of great metit, He came immediately to ſee 
—_. - 44 1 | Us 
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us, and cartied us in his coach to his houſe; where 
J was received by his lady, with all poſſible civility, 
and magnificently entertained; This city is ſituate 
upon a little hill--on the ſouth fide of the Danube. 
The caſtle is much higher than the town, and fron 
it the proſpect is very noble. Without the walls li 
à vaſt number of little houſes or rather hyts, that 
they cal! the Raſcian town, being altogether 1nhabit. 
ed by that people. The governcr aſſured me it woult 
furniſh twelve thouſand fighting men. Theſe town 
Jook very oda; their houſes ſtand-in rows many thou. 
ſand of them ſo cloſe together, that they appear; at 
a little diſtance, like old-faſhioned thatched itents, 
They conſt, every one of them, of one hovel-abovg 
and another under ground; theſe are their ſurhmet 
and winter apartments. Buda was firſt taken by $0. 
lyman the Magnificent, in 1526, and loſt the follow: 
ing year to Ferdinand the Firſt, King of Bohemia, 
Soly man regained it by rhe treachery of the garriſon, 
and voluntarily gave it into the hands of King Jobe 
of Hungary, after whoſe death, his ſon being an in- 
fant, Ferdinand laid fiege to it, and the Queen mo. 
ther was forced to call Solyman to her aid, He in- 
deed raifed the ſiege; bur ſeft a Tarkiſh garriſon i 
the town, and commanded her to remove her cour 
from thence,” which ſhe was forced to ſubmit to it 
1541, It refifted afterwards the ſieges laid to it, by 
the Marquis of Brandenburg, in the year 1542 
Count Schwartzenburgh, 1598; General Roſworn, 
in 1602; and the Duke of Lorrain, commander d 
the Emperor's forces, in 1614, to whom it yieldedul 
1686, after an obſtinate defence, ' Apti Baſſa, the go 
vernor being killed, fighting, in the breach, wich! 
Roman bravery. The loſs of this town was ſow 
portant, and fo much reſented by che- Turks, that! 
occafioned the depoſing of their Emperor Mahon 
the Fourth, the year following 

We did not proceed on our Journey till the tuer 
ty third, when we paſſed through Adam and Tod 
war, both conſiderable towns, when in ho” 


* 


the Turks, but now guite ruined. The. remains, 
cs a vhatthey have been. This part of the country is 
quented./ Tis incredible what vaſt numbers of wild 
towl we ſaw; which often. live here to a good old age, 
—2nd,** undiftorb'd. by guns, in quiet ſleep.” — 


„nete ſhewed the, field near it, where Lewis, the 
young King of Hungary, loſt his army and his life, 


deus, general of Solyman the Magnificent. This 
battle opened the firſt paſſage for the Turks into the 


e of Hongary.——1 don't pamé to yeu the little 
ne villages, ef which I can ſay nothing remarkable; 


8. bot I'll aſſure you, I have alway) s found a warm ſtove 
band great plenty, particularly of wild- boar, veni- 
ſon, and all kinds of Gibier.. The few people that 
inhabit Hungary, live eafly enough; they have no 
obe money; but the woods and plains afford them pro- 
in WF Vion. in great abundance; they were ordered to give 
us all things neceſſary, even what horſes we pleaſed 
lo demand, gratis; but Mr, WW would not op- 
preſs the poor country people, by. making uſe of this 
order, and always paid them to the full worth of 
What we had, They were ſurpr zed at this unexpect- 
ed generoſity, which they ace very little uſed to, that 
they always preſſed upon us, at parting, a dcz:n of 
lat pheaſants, or ſcmiething cf that fort for a pre- 


heep's ſcin, and a cap and boots of the ſame Huff. 
Lou may eaiily imagine this laſts them meny winters ;. 
and thus-they have very little occaſion for monev.— 
The tuenty- ſixch, we ꝓ aſſed over the frozen Danube, 
wth all cur equipage, and carriages, We met, on 
de other ſide, general Veterani, who invited us, 
Uh great civility, to paſs the night at à little caſtle 
of his, a few mies off, aſcuting us we ſhould have a 
ery. hard day's: journey to reach Eſſek. This we 
bound but too true, the woods being very dangerous, 
* F 2 and 
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bowevet, of ſome Tyrkiſh tons, ſhew ſomething of 


very much over. grun wirb wood, and little fre- 


vie We came the five and iwentieth to Mobatch, and 


being drowned in à ditob, trying to fly from Baly- 


ſent, Their dreſs is very primitive, being cnly a2 
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and ſcarce paſſable, from the yaſt Quantity of wolvy 
that hoard in them. We came; however, ſafe, the 
late, to Eſſek, where we ſtayed à day, to diſpatchy 
courier with letters to the Baſſa af Belgrade ; and! 
took that opportunity of ſeeing the ton, which isn 
very large, but fair built ad well fortified,” - Vhit 
was a town of preat trade, very rich and populony, 
when in the hands of 'the Turks. It is ſituated ct 
"the Drave, which tuns into the Danube. Thy 
bridge was eſtee med ore of the molt extraordinary in 
the world, being eight thsuſasd paces long, an 
all built of 6ak. Jr was bunt, and the city laid it 
aſtie; by Count Leſly, 1685, but was again repair 
and fortified by the Turks; who however 'abandonel 
it in 1687. General Dunnewalt then took poſlelſich 
of it for the Emperor, in - whoſe. hands it bas e 
mained ever fince, and eſteemed one of the bulwark 
of Hungary.—The twenty-eight we went to Bacor 
war, a very large Raſcian, town, all built after th 
manner | have deſcribed to you, We were thete x 
by Colone}] —, who would not ſuffer as to goat 
where but to his quarters, Khefe | found his wife, 
very apreeable Hungarian lady, and his niece 200 
daughter, iwo jretty young omen, crowded int 
three or four Rafcian houſes, caſt into one, and mat 
a: neat and convenient as thoſe places ate capable ( 
being made. The Hongarian ladies are much bangen 
ſomer than thoſe cf Aultria. | A} the Vienna ben 
ties are of that count: y. They are generally very (i 
and well ſhaped, and their dreſs, 1 think, is e 
tremely becoming. This lady was in a gowp of (cit 
let velvet, lined and faced With ſables, made exadi 
to her ſhape, and the ſkirt falling to her feet, I) 
ſleeves are ſtrait to their arms, and the ſtays button 
before, with two rows of little buttons of gold, pet! 
or diamonds, On their heads they wear a taſſel 
gold, that hangs low on one ſide, lined with fad 
or ſome other fine fur. They pave us a handbo 
dinner, and | thought the converſation very pod 
and agreeable. They would accompany us part ofc 

wi! 
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vay.— The twenty ninth, we arrived here, where we 
dere met by the commanding officer at the head of 
ll the officers of the garriſun.. We are lodyed in the 
ne {Welt apartment in the governor's houſe, and enter- 
ained in a very ſplendid manner, by the Emperor's 
bub rder. We wait here till all points are adjuſted, con- 
2rning our reception on the Turkiſh frontiers. Mr. 


bp courier, which he ſent from Effek,. re- 
Tu urned this morning, with the Baſſa's anſwer in a 


purſe of ſcarlet ſattin, which the Interpreter here. | 
as-tranſlated.. Tis to promiſe him to be honoura- 
ly received, I deſired him to appoint where ke 
ould be met, by the Turkiſh convoy, He has 
liſpatched- the courier back, naming Betſko, a vil. 
age in che midway between Peterwaradin aud Bel. 
trade, We ſtay here till we receive his aniwer ——- 
Thus, dear filler; I have given you a very particular, 
nd (1 am atraid.you'll think) a tedious account. of. 
his part of my travels. It was not an affectation of 
ewing my. reading that has made me tell you ſome 
ttle ſcraps of the hiltory of the towns | have pafſed 
rough. IL have always avoided any thing of that. 
ind, when J ſpoke of places that I believe you knew- 
de ſtory of, as well as myſelf. But Hungary being. 
part of the world, which I. believe quiic new tu 
ou, I thought you might read wich ſome plcaſure an 
ccovnt of it, which 1 have been very ſolicitous to- 
et from the beſt hands. However, if you don't like 
eis in your power to for bear reading it. I am, 
Dear Siler, 


[| am promiſed to bave this letter carefully ſent to 
1enna, 
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LB T TAN NI. 
To Mr. Pope. 


ghelgrade, Feb. 12, O. 8. 171 

DID verily intend to write to yon a long letid 

from Peterwaradin, where I expected to ſtay thr 

or four days, bur the Baſſa here was in ſuch haflet 

ſee us, that he diſpatched the courier back (whic 
Mr. W. had fent to know the time he woy 
fend the convoy to meet us) without ſuffering him! 
pull off his boots. My letters were not thougit in 
portant enough to ſtop our journey, and we-left Pe 
. terwaradin the next day, being waited on by the chit 
officers of the garriſon, and a conſiderable convoy 
Germans and Raſcians, The Emperor has ſevez 
reziments of theſe people; but, to ſay the trut 
they are rather plunderers than ſoldiers ; having! 
pay, and being obliged to furniſh their own arms at 
horſes ; they rather look like vagabond gypſies, 
ſtout beggars, than regular troops, I cannot forbe 
ſpeaking a word of this tace of creatures, who 
very numerous all over Hungary. They have ap 
'triarch of their own at Grand Cairo, and are teal 
ot the Gieek church, but their extreme 1gnorand 
gives their prieſts occaſion to impoſe ſeveral new a 
tions upon them. Theſe fellows letting their! 
| and beard grow inviola:e, make exactly the figure 
the indian Bramins, They are heirs general to 
the money of the laiety ; for which, in return, i 
| give them formal paſſports ſigned and ſealed for He 
ten; and the wives and children only inherit! 
huui> and cattle. In moſt other points they foll 
the Greek church. — This little digreſſion has int 
rupted my telling you we paſſed over the fields! 
v4 Carlowicz, where the laſt great victory was obtail! 
© by Prince Eugene over the Turks. The marks! 
that glorious bloedy day are yet recent, the field 
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ing yet ſtrewed with the ſkulls and carcaſſes of un- 


without horror on ſuch numbers of mangled human 
bodies, nor without reflecting on the injullice of war, 
that makes murther not only neceſſary but meritori- 
%s. Nothing ſeems to be plaiaer proof of the irra- 
ionality of mankind (whatever fine Claims we pre- 
end ty reaſon) than the rage with which they con- 
eſt for a ſmall ſpot of ground, when ſuch vait parts 
ff fruitful earth lie quite uninhabited. Tis true, 
uſtom has now made it unavoidable ; but can there 
e a greater demonſtration of want of reaſon, than 
euſtom being firmly eſtabliſhed, ſo plainly contrary 
o the intereſt of man in general? Iam a good deal. 
nclined to believe Mr, Hobbs, that the ſtate of nature 
a ſtate of war; but thence | conciude human natuie 
ot rational, if the word reaſon means common 
nſe, as I ſuppoſe it does, I have a great many ad- 
irable argumeats to ſupport this reflection; I won't 
owever trouble you with them, but return, in a 
lain ſtyle, to the hiſtory of my travels. | 
We were met at Betſko (a village in the midway 
etween Belgrade and Peterwaradin) by an Aga of 
e Janizaries, with a body of Turks, exceeding the 
permans by one hundred men, though the Baſſa had 
gaged to ſend exactly the ſame number. You may 
dge by this of their fears, I am really perſuaded, 
at they hardly thought the odds of one hundred 
en ſet them even with the Germans; however, 1 
as very uneaſy till they were parted, ſearing ſome 


to HMarrel might ariſe notwithſtanding the parole given. 
„ ti © came late to Belgrade, the deep ſnows making 
t Heiße aſcent to it very difficult. It ſeems a ſtrong city, 


rtißed on the eaſt ſide, by the Danube; and on the 
uth, by the river Save, and was formerly the bar. 
rof Hungary. It was firſt taken by Soly man the 
apnificent ; and ſince by the Emperor's forces, led 
the Elector of Bavaria, The Emperor held ic 
ly two years, it being retaken by the Grand Vi- 
r. It is now fortified with the utmoſt care and 
gs 8 e 


buried men, horſes, and camels. I could not look f | 


ʒIF 3 3% dt £7 i 0. - e. 
till the Turks are capable of, and ſtrengthened h 
a very numerous-garriſon' of their Fare eiae 
commaaded by a Baſſa Seraſkier (i. e. General; 
though this laſt expteſſion is not very juſt; for to fy 
truch, the Seraſkier is commanded by the Janizaria, 
Theſe troops have an abſolute authority here, an( 
their conduct carries much more the afſpect of rebel. 
lion, than, the appearance of ſubordination. You 
may judge of this by the following ftory, which a 
the lame time will give you an idea of the admirable 
intelligence of the Governor of Peterwaradin, the 
ſo few hours diſtant. We were told by him at Peter: 
waradin, that the garriſon and inhabitants of Bel. 
grade were ſo weary of the war, that they had killed 
their Baſſa about two months ago, in a mutiny, be. 
cauſe he had ſuffered himſelf to be prevailed upon by 
a bribe of five purſes (tive hundred pounds ſterling} 
to give permiſſion to the Tartars to ravage the Ger: 
man frontiers. We were very well pleaſed to heard 
ſuch favourable diſpoſitions in the people, but when 
we came hither, we found the governor had been il} 
informed, and the real truth of the ftory to be this, 
The late Baſſa felt under the diſpieaſure of his ſol. 
diers, for no other reaſon, but reſtraining their is. 
curſions on the Germans. They took it into their 
heads from that mildneſs, that he had intelligence Nero 
with the enemy, and ſcnt ſuch intelligence to the, 
Grand Signior at Adrianople ; but redreſs not co. 
ming quick enough from thence, they ailembled conv 
themſelves in a tumultous manner, and by force piece 
dragged their Raſſa before the Cadi and Mufti, and num 
there demanded juſtice in a mutinous way F one cry- 
ing out, Why he protected the Infidels.? Another, 
Why he ſqueezed them of their money? The Baff, 
ealily gueſſing their purpoſe, calmly replied to then, 
that they aſked him too many queſtions, and thai be mon 
had but one life, which muſt anſwer for all. The 
then immediately fell upon him with their ſcymuary 
(without waiting the ſentence of their heads of it 


law) and in a few mcments cut him in pieces. The 
185 | preſca 


d by eſent Baſſa has not dared. to puniſh the murder; on 
ries, e coocrary, he affected to applaud the actors of it, 
al;) brave fellows, that knew 4 to do themſelves 
ſo ice. He rakes, all pretences of throwing money 
11:1, Wong the garriſon, and ſuffers them to make litile 
and —— into Hungary, where they burn ſome poor 


daſcian houles, 


You may imagine, I cannot be very eaſy in a town 2 
b a Which is rrally under the government of N 12 lo; 2646 
able. ldiery.—We expected to be immediately dilmif- ! 
che ed, after, a night's lodging here ; but the Baſſa de- 


ains us till he receives orders from Adrianople, 


bel-WW-hich. may poſſibly be a month a coming. In the 
lied ean time, we are lodged in. one of the beſt boules, 
be-Wbelongiog to a very confiderable man among ſt them, 
d have a whole chamber of Janizaries to guard as, 
nz My only djverfion is the converſation of our bolt 
oy achmet beg, a title ſomething like that of Count 
ro 


n Germany. His fatber was a great Baſſa, and he 
25 been educatedin the molt polite Eaſtern learning, 
being perfectly (killed in the Arabic and Perſian lan- 
puages, and an extraordinary ſcribe, which they call 


fol WW fendi, This accompliſhment makes way to the | 
i. Wpreateſt preferments ; but he has had the good ſenſe, 7 
elf Wo prefer an eaſy, quiet, ſecure life, to all the dan- j 
ace Nerous honours of the Porte. He Tups with us every i 
the right, and drinks wine freely. You cannot ima- | 
co 


line how much he is delighted with the liberty of 
converſing with me. He has explained to me ſeveral 
pieces of Arabian poetry, which, 1 obſerve, are in 
numbers, not unlike ours, generally of an alternate 
verle, and of a very. muſical ſound. Their expreſ- 
hons of love ale very paſſionate and lively. I am ſo 


„ much pleaſed with them, i really believe 1 ſhould 
n, en to read Arabic, if | was to ſtay here a tew 
de months. He has a very good library of books of all 
2, kinds and, as he tells me, ſpends the greateſt part 


of his life there. | paſs for a great ſcholar with him, 
by relating to him ſome of the Perſian tales, which'1 
ind are genuine. 1 have frequent diſputes wk 

== im, 
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him, concerning the difference of cut cuſtoms, px 
ticularly the confinement of women. He aſſures 
there is nothing at all in it; only, fays he, we hay 
the advantage, that when our wives cheat us, 
body knows. it. He has wit, and is mere polite thi 
many Chriſtian men of quality. I am very mud 
entertained with bim. — He has bad the curioſityt 
make one of-our ſervants ſet him an alphabet of 00 
letters, and can already write a good Roman han 
But theſe amuſements do not hinder my wiſkir 
heartily. to be out of thisplace;; though the weath 
is colder than I believe it ever was, any where, bu 
in Greenland, —— We have a very large Rove con 
ſtantly kept, and yet the windows of the room aft 
frozen on the inſide.— God knows when I ny 
have an opportunity of ſending this letter; but! 
have written it, for the diſcharge of my own cot 
fcience ; and you cannot now reproach me, that o 
of yours makes ten of mine, Adieu. 


OS Entre: e 


To ber Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Wales.“ 


* Adrianople, April 1, O. S. 17½ 
T HAVE now, Madam, finiſhed à jcutney thi 
1 has not been undertaken by any Canriſtizt 
unce the time of the Greek Eniperors ; and! 
Qiall not regret: all the fatigues | have ſuffered it 
it, if it gives me an opportunity of, amuitmg ven 
R. H. by an account of places utterly unkucant 
mongſt us; the Emperor's Ambaſſadors, and that 
few Englilh that have come hither, always going 0 
the Danube to Nicopolis. But the river was nos 
frozea, and Mr. W was io zealous for the fer 
vice of his Majeſty, that ne would not defer b 
T | | | jourde 


The late Queen Caroline. 


* 


umey to wait for the conveniency of that paſſage · 
e ctoſſed the deſarts of Servia,, almoſt quite over- 
own with wood, though a country naturally, fer- 
e, The inhabitants are induſtrious ; but. the op- 
eſſion of ie peaſants 15 fo great, they are forced to 
andon their houſes, and neglect their tillage, all 
dey. have being a prey to the Janizaries, whenever 
ey. pleaſe to ſeize upon it, We had a guard of five 
ndred of them, and | was almoſt in tears every 
y, to {ee their inſoſencies in the poor villages 
rough which we paſſed.— After ſeven days travel- 
ag through thick woods, we came to Niſſa, once 
de capital of Servia, ſituated in a fine plain on the 
ver Niſſava, in a very good air, and ſo fruitful a 
b1/, that the great plenty is hardly credible, I was 
rainly afſured, that the quantity of. wine laſt vin- 
ge was fo;prodigious, that they were forc'd to dig 
oles in the earth to put it in, not having veſſels 
nough in the town to hold it. The happineſs of 
his plenty is ſcarce perceived by the oppreſſed peo- 
le. | ſaw here a.new occafion for my compaſſion. 
he wretches that bad provided twenty waggons for 
or baggage from Belgrade hither for a certain hire, 
eing all ſent back without payment, ſome of their 
orſes lamed, and others killed, without any ſatis- 
ion made for them. The poor fellows came round 
he houſe weeping and tearing their hair and beards 
n a moſt pitiful manner, without getting any thing 
ut drubs from the inſolent ſoldiers, I cannot ex- 
Preſs to your R. H. how much I was moved at this 
cene. 1 would have paid them the money, out of 
ny own pocket, with all my beart; but it would 
ave been only giving ſo much to the Aga, who 
yould have taken it from them without any remorſe. 
After four days journey from this place over the 
ountains, we came to Sophia, ſituated in a large 
beautiful plain on the river Iſca, and ſurrounded 
"1th diſtant mountains. Tis bardly poſſible to ſee a 
nore agreeable landſkip. The city jiſelf is very 
urge and extremely populous. Here are hot baths, 
very 


pr 
1 


han 
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very famous for their medicinal” virtues.— Fo 
days jqurney from hence we arrived at Fhilippopclu 
after having paſſed the ridges between the mountadl o 
of Haemus and Rhodope, Which ate always covern ® 
with ſnow. This town is ſituated on a rifing ground fo 
near the river Hebrus, and is almoſt wholly thhabicohiy?* 
ed by Greeks ; here are ſtill foie ancient Chill. 
churches.” They have a biſhop; and ſeveral of UM 
richeſt Greeks live here; bat they are forced to ce 
ceal their wealth with great care, the appearance be 
poverty (which includes part of its inconvenience" 
being all their ſecurity againſt feeling it in ease 
The country from hence to Adrianople, is the ff 
In the voti Vines grow wild on all the hills, mn 
the perpetual ſpring they enjoy, makes every thinf Tt 
Bay and  flourifking. But this climate, happy uf 555 
eems, can never be preferred to England, with dl tho 


its froſts and ſnows, while we are bleffed with an 

government, under a king, who makes his own ha 
pineſs confift in the liberty of his peopfe, and chook 
rather to be looked upon as their father than the 


maſter. This theme would tarry me very far, and! p 
ain ſenſible J have already-tired out your R. H'; pill © 
tience. But my letter is in your hands, and you — 
make it as ſhort as you pleaſe, M e it oy 
the fire, when weary of reading it. Tam, Madan, wo 
| 3: 298% Wh With the greateſt Reſpel n 

eee ee ery 
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LETTER XXVII. 
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To the Lady —- 


| 4 85 Adtianople, April 1, O. S. 1% 
AM now pot into a new world, where every thit 
I fee appears to me a change of ſcene ; and 

write to your ladyſhip, with ſome content of min 
hoping. at leaſt, chat you will find the charm of 18 
velty in my letters, and no longer reproach me, ti 
| tell you nothing extraordinary. | won't trol 
| | # 


— 
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you with a relation of our tedious journey; but I 
muſt aot omit what I ſaw remarkable at Sophia, one 


du f the moſt beautifol towns in the Turkiſh empire, 
mug ad famous for its hot baths, that are reſorted to both 
0 for diverſion and health. I ſtopt here one day, on 
* porpoſe to ſee them; and deſigning to- go incognito, 
ili [hired a Türkiſh coach. Theſe voilxres are not at 


all like ours, but much more convenient for the 
country, the heat being ſo great that glaſſes would 
de very troubleſome, They are made a good deal 
in the manner of the Dutch ſtaye coaches, having 
wooden lattices painted and gilded ; the inſide being 
alſo painted with baſkets and noſegays of flowers, 
intermixed commonly with little. poetical mottos. 
They are covered all over with ſcarlet. cloth, lined 
with filk, and very often richly embroidered and 
fringed. —This covering entirely hides the perſons in 
them, but may be thrown back at pleaſure, and thus 
dermit the ladies to peep through the lattices. They 
hold four people very conveniently, ſeated on cuſh- 
ions, but not raiſed. | | 
In one of *thefe covered waggons, I went to the 
Bagnio about ten o' clock. It was already full of wo- 
wen. It is built of ſtone, in the ſhape of a dome, 
with no Windows but in the roof, which gives light 
enough. There were five of theſe domes joining :c> 
gether, the outmoſt being leſs than the reſt, and 
ſerving only as a hall, where the portreſs ſtood at the 


a crown or ten ſhillings, and I did not forget that ce- 
remony. The next room is a very large one, paved 
with marble, and all around it are two raiſed Sofas 


tains of cold water in this room, falling firſt into 
marble baſons, and then running on the floor in litile 
dannels made for that purpoſe, which carried the 
ſtreams into the next room, — leſs than this, 


in 
y td 5 
ant 


* with the ſame ſort of marble ſofas, but ſo hot with 
f lens of ſulphur, proceeding from the baths joining | 
trol ont, 'twas impoſſible to ſtay there witk one's clothes 


, . I. G on: 


door, Ladies of quality generally give this woman 


dt marble, one above another. There were four foun- 


the leaſt ſurprize or impertinent curiofity, but te- 


_— — R 


' ked, the face would hardly be obſerves. I per. 
. ceived that the ladies cf the moſt delicate Wins and 
f. neſt ſhapes, had the greateſt ſhare of my admiration, 


| 


F 


their ſlaves behind them, but withcur any diftinQion 


beautiful Fair, divided into many treſies, hanging 
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on. The two other domes were the hot baths, one 
of which had cocks of cold water turning into it, u 
temper it to what degree of warmth the bather; 
pleaſed to have. 333 | 

I was in my travelling habit, which is a riding 
dreſs, and certainly. appeared very extraordinary to 
them. Yet there was not one of them that ſhewed 


ceived me with all the obliging. civility pofible, [ 
know no European court, where the ladies would 
have behaved themſelves in ſo polite a manner to ſuch 
a ſtranger. ' I beiieve, upon the whole, there were 
tio hundred women, and yet none of thoſe difdain- 
ful ſmiles, and ſatirical whiſpers, that never fail in 
dur aſſemblies, when any body appears that is not 
d treſſed exactly in the faſhion. They repeated over 
and over to me: UzE ILE, PEEK UzELLE,*” Which 
is nothing but cha ming, very charming.” —The! 
frit ſofas were covered with cuſhions and rich car- 
pets, on which ſat the ladies; and on the ſecond, 


of 126k by their dreſs, all being in the late of na. 
ture, that is, in plain Engliſh, ftark naked, without 
any beauty or deſect concealed, Yet there was not 
the leaſt wanton ſmile cr 1mmodeſt geſture among 
them, They walked and moved with the ſame ma- 
jeſtic grace, which Milton deſcribes our General 
Mother with. There vere many amongit them, 3 
exactly proportioned as ever any goddeſs was draw 
by the pencil of a Guido cr Titian, —and moſt cf 
their ſkins ſhiningly white, coly acorned by their 


on their ſhoulders, braided either with pearl or rib- 
bon, perfectly repreſenting the figures of the graces. 

| was here convinced of the truth of a reflection! 
have often made, that if it were the faſhion to gon 


itough cheir faces were ſcmetimes leſs beautiful as 
tte 
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thoſe of their companions. To tell you the truth, 1 
had wickedneſs enough to wiſh ſecretly, that Mr. f. 140 
Gervais could have been there inviſible. I fancy it 
would have very much improved his art, to ſes fo 1 


many fine women naked in different poſtures, ſome 


ia converſation, ſome working, others drinking cof- 

fee or ſherbert, and many negligeatly lying on their 

d Wcoſhions, while their ſlaves (generally pretty girls of 
e- ſeyeateen or eighteen) were emploved in braiding 5 
[| WH their bair in ſeveral pretty fancies. In ſhort, *tis the b 
d woman's coffee-houſe, where all the news of the {4 
ch WJ town is told, ſcandal invented, &: — They generally \ 


take this diverſion once a week, and ftay there at leaſt 
four or five hours, without getting cold by immediate 
coming out of the hot-bath into the cold room, which 
was very ſurprifing to me. The lady that ſeemed 
the moſt conſiderable among them, entreated me to 


cn, fit down by her, and would fain have undreſſed me 

be for the bath. IL excuſed myſelf with ſome difficulty. 
r- bey being, however, all fo earneſt in perſaading | 
d, ne, I was at laſt forced to open my ſhirt, and ſhew | 


on Ml them my ſtays, which ſatisfied them very well ; for, 
„. as, they believed I was locked up in that ma- 
ut Wi chine, and that it was not ia my power to open it, 
ot WF which contrivance they attributed to my huſbaad. 1 
og Wh 45 charmed with their civility and beauty, and 
u. fhoold have been very glad to paſs more time with 
ral chem; but Mr, W retolving to purſue his jour- 
ey next morning early, I was in haſte to ſee the 
ruins of Juſtinian's church, which did not afford me 
ſo agreeable a proſpect as [ had left, being little 
more than a heap of ſtones. 

Adica, Madam, I am ſure I have now ente:tained 
you with an account of ſuch a ſight, as you never ſaw 
in your life, and what no book of travels could in- 
form you of, as *tis no leſs than death for a man to 
de found in one of theſe places. 
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| Adrianople, Apri! 1, O. S. 1117; 
Ob fee that I am very exact in keeping the pro- 
1 mile you engaged me to make, I know no, 
howevef, whether your curiofity will be ſatisſied with 

the accounts I ſhall give yon, tho' I can aſſure you, 
the deſire | have to oblige you to the. utmoſt of my 
power, has made me very diligent in my enquirie 
and obſeryations, *Tis certain we have but very in. 
perfect accounts of the manners and religion of theſe 
people. This part of the world being ſeldom viſited, 
ut by merchants, who mind little but their own af 


fairs; or travellers, who make too ſhort a ſtay to H hei 
able to report any thing exactly of their own kn ads 
lege. The Turks are too proud to converſe familial Hon 
with merchants, who can give no better account oM;;.;1. 
the ways here, than a French Refugee, lodging ur Bat 
a garret in Greek-ſtreet, could write of the court d mong 
| England. The journey we bave made from Be, e n 
grade hither, cannot poſſibly be paſſed by any ou moſt 
of a public character. The deſart woods of Seu e the 
are the common refuge of thieves, wha rob, fifty Uf rev 
a company, ſo that we had need of all our guards ba 
ſecure ps; and the villages are ſo poor, that on per 
force could extort from them neceſſary fn This 
Indeed the Janizaries had no mercy on their povert), 


killing all the poultry and ſheep they could fd, 
without aſking to whom they belonged ;| while tus 
wretched owners durſt not put in their claim for fea 
of being beatena Lambs juſt fallen, geeſe and in, 
kies big with egg, all maſſacred without diſtinction! 
I fancied I heard the complaints of Melibeus, for be 
hope of his flock. When the Baſſas travel, tis 38 
worſe. Thoſe oppreſſors are not content with eating 


all that is ta be eaten belonging to the peat 


F 
# 


ter they have crammed themſelves and their nume - 
dus retinue, they have the impudence to exact what 


gore than ours does. 


elgrade, with a principal Effendi, that is to ſay, a 
holar, This ſet of men are equally capable of pre- 
ments in the law or the church; thoſe two ſciences 


10 ing caſt into one, and a lawyer and a prieſt being 
n eſame word in the Turkiſh language. They are 
ele 


e only men really conſiderable in the Empire, all 
te profitable employ ments and church revenues are 
| their hands. The Grand Signior, though gene- 
al heir to his people, never preſumes to touch their 
nds or money, which go, in an uninterrupted ſuc- 
fion, to their children. * Tis true, they Joſe this 
nivilege, by accepting a place at court, or the title 
Baſſa; but there are few examples of ſuch fools 


ele men, who have engroſſed all the learning and 
Imoſt all the wealth of the Empire. Tis they that 
re the real authors, tho? the ſoldiers are the actors 
revolutions. They deſpoſed the late Sultan Muſ- 
pha, and their power is ſo well known, that 'tis the: 
mperor's intereſt to flatter them. | . 
This is a long digteſſion. I was going to tell you, 
tt an intimate, daily converſation with the Effendi 
chmet beg, gare me an opportunity of knowing 
er religion and morals in a more particular man- 
r than perhaps any Chriſtian ever did. I explain- 
to him the difference between the religion of Eng- 
nd Rome; and he was pleaſed to hear there were 


ugin Mary. The ridicule of tranſubſtantiatios ap- 
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ey call Teeth-money, a contribution for the uſe. 
f their teeth, worn with doing them the honour of 
evouring their meat. This is literally and exactly 
ue, however extravagant it way ſeem ; and ſuch is 
he natural corruption of à military government, 
heir religion not allowing of this barbarity, any. 
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[ had the advantage of lodging three weeks at 


mong them. You: may eaſily judge of the power of 


briſtians, that did not worſhip images, or adore tbe 


d very ſtrong to him, upon comparing our 
| . eeds . 
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abfurd, as to fet up for wit, by declaring they belien 
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creeds together, I am convinced, that if our friend 
Dr had free liberty of preaching here, it would 
be very eaſy to perſuade the generality to Chriſtianity, 
whole notions are very little different from his. Mr, 
Whiſton would make a very good apolile here. 
don't doubt but his zeal will be much fired, if you 
communicate this account to him ; but. tell him, he 
muſt hrſt have the gift of tongues, before he can 
poſſibly be of any uſe.——Mahemetaniſm is divided 
into as many. ſects as Chriſtianity, and the firſt inſti. 
tution as much neglected and obſcured by interpre- 
tations. I cannot here forbear reflecting on tbe nz 
tural inclination of mankind, to make myſteries and 
noveities.— The Zeidi, Kudi, Jabari, &c. put me 
in mind of the Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvioiſts 
and are equaily zealous againſt one another. But the 
moſt prevailing opinion, 1f you ſearch into the ſecret 
of the Effendi's, is plain Deiſm. This is indeed 
kept from the people, who are amuſed with a thuu- 
{and different notions, according to the different in- 
tereſts of their preachers, There are very few 
monſt them (Achmet beg denied there were any) 6 


no God at all. And Sir Paul Rycaut is miſiaken iu 
; hHecommon]y is) in calling the ſe& Muterin (i. e. tbe 
= ſecret with os) Atheiſts, they being Deiſts, whoſe in+ 

piety conſiſts in making a jeſt of their prophet, Ach. 
met-beg did not own to me, that he was cf this cpi 
nion, but made no ſcruple of deviating. from ſont 
part of Mahomet's law, by drinking wine with the 
{1nE freedom we did. When I aſked bim how be 
came to allow himſelf that liberty; he made aufser, 
that all the creatures of God are good, and Ceſigned 
for the uſe of man; however, that the prohibue 
of wine was a. very wiſe maxim, and meant for tht 
com mon people, being the ſource of all diſordets * 
mon git them: but that the prophet fever deſigned i 
confine thoſe thai knew how to uſe it with modern; 
nevertheleſs, he ſaid that ſcandal ought to be avoi6 
| ed, and that he never drank. it in public. = 


rr 


he general way of thinking amongſt them, and ver 

eu for bear drinking wine, that are able to afford it. 

e aſſured me, that if } underſtood Arabic, I ſhould | 
22 


* bh 


e very well pleaſed with reading the Alcoran, which 
; ſo far from the nonſenſe we charge it with, that tis 
ke pure ſt morality, delivered in the very beſt lan- 
guage. ] have ſince heard impartial Chriftians ſpeak 
bit in the ſame manner; and 1 don't doubt but that 
all our traoflations are from copies got from the Greek 
prieſts, who would not fail to fallify it with the ex- 
tremity of malice. No body of men ever were more 
ignorant, or more corrupt; yet they differ ſo liitle 


nd tom the Romiſh ehurch, that, J confeſs, nothing 
me gives me a greater abhorrence of the cruelty of your 
ts, rlergy, than the barbarous perſecution of them, when 
the Wthey have been their maſters, for no other reaſon, than 


ret their not acknowledging the Pope. The diſſenting 
eel Nia that one article, has got them the title of Heretics, 
vu- and Schiſmatics; and what is worle, the fame treat- 
in. went. 1 found at Philippopolis, a fe& of Chriſti- 
v 4- WW ans that call themſelves Paplines. They flew an 
old church, where, they ſay, St. Paul preached, and 
eve be is their favourize Saint, after the ſame manner 
(1 chat St. Peter is at Rome; neither do they forget 
the Wo give bim the preference over the reſt of he 
im: Apoſtles. 
ich- But of all the religions J have feen, that of the 
op Arncunts ſeems to me the moſt particular; they are 
natives of Arnountlich, the ancient Macedonia, and 
the BY fitll retain the courage and hardineſs, though they 
„de bare loſt the name of Macedonians, being the beſt 
wer, i militia in the Turkiſh Empire, and the only check 
zel i upon the Janizaries. They are foot ſoldiers ; we 
dad a guard of them, relieved in every confiderable 
own we paſſed. ; they are all clothed and armed at 
ldeir own expence, dreſſed in clean white coarſe 
cloth, carrying guns of a prodigiqus length, which 
they run with on their ſhoulders, as if they did not 
lee] the weight of them, the leader ſinging a fort of 
arude tune, not unpleaſant, and the reſt making up 


the 
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the chorus. Theſe people living between Chriſtians 
and Mahometans, and not being ſkilled in contro. 
verſy, declare, that they are utterly unable to judge 
Which religion is beſt; but to be certain of not en. 
tirely rejecting the truth, they very prudently folloy 
both. They go to the moſques on Fridays, and t9 
the church on Sunday, —ſaying for their excuſe, that 
at the day of judgment they are ſure of protection 
from the true prophet ; but which that is, they are 
not able to determine in this world. I believe there 
1s no other race of mankind, who have fo modeſt an 
opinion of their own capacity. 5, 
Theſe are the remarks I have made, on the diver. 
fity of religions I have ſeen. I don't aſk your pardon 
for the liberty I have taken in ſpeaking of the Ro. 
man. I know yon equally condemn the quackery of 
all chyrches, as much as you revere the ſacred truths, 
in which we both agree. x | 
You. will expect | ſhould ſay ſomething to you of 
the-antiquities of this country, but there are few re- 
mains of ancient Greece. We paſſed near the piece 
of an arch which is commonly called Trajan's gate, 
from a ſuppoſition that he made it to ſhut up the 
paſſage over the mountains, between Sophia and Phi- 
lopoppolis. But I rather believe it the remains of 
ſome triumphal arch (though I could not ſee any in- 
ſcription); for if that paſſage had been ſhut up, 
there are many others that would ſerve for the march 
of an army; and notwithſtanding the ſtory of Bald- 
win Earl of Flanders being overthrown in theſe 
firaits, after he won Conſtantinople, I don't fancy 
the Germans would find themſelves ſtopped by them 
at this day. *Tis true, the road is now made (with 
great induſtry) as commodious as poſſible, for the 
march of the Turkiſh army ; there is not one ditch cr 
puddle between this place and Belgrade, that has not 
a large ſtrong bridge of planks built over it; but the 
precipices are not fo terrible as IJ had heard them te- 
preſented. At theſe mountains we lay at the little 


village 


5. 28. 1 f 1 ZR S. 69. 
"Wille Kiſcoi, wholly inhabited by Chriſtians, as- 
Jo, | the peaſants of Bulgaria are, Their - houſes are 
de Woching but little huts, raiſed of dirt baked in the 
** vo, and they leave them and fly into the mountains, 
1 one months before the march of the Turkiſh army, 
oo would elſe entirely ruin them, by driving away 


heir whole flocks. —This precaution ſecures them in 
ſort of plenty; for ſuch vaſt tracts of land lying in 
ommon, they have the liberty of ſowing what they 
Jeaſe, and are generally very induſtrious huſband- 
en. I drank here ſeveral forts of delicious wine, — . 
he women dreſs themſelves in a great variety of co- 
oured glaſs beads, and are not ugly, but of tawney 
omplexion. I have now told you all that is worth 
elling you, and perbaps more, cn to my jour- 
ey. When I am at Conſtantinople, Ill try to pick 
p fome curioſities, and then You ſhall hear again 
rom 


Yours, &c, 


ce | 8 | 
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n To the Counteſs of B———. 
ud 


Adrianople, April 1, O.S. 1717. 


A A'S I never can forget the ſmalleſt of your lady- 
. ſhip's commands, my firſt buſineſs here has 
en to enquire after the ituffts you ordered me to 


ook for, without being able to find what you would 
ike, The difference of the dreſs here and at Lon- 
lon is ſo great, the ſame ſort of things are not pro- 
er for Caftans and Manteaus, However, I will not 
we over my ſearch, but renew it again at Conſtanti- 
ple, tho? | have reaſon to believe there is nothing 
ner than what is to be found here, as this place is 
It preſent the reſidence of the court. The Grand 
dignior's eldeſt daughter was married ſome few days. 
tore | came. hither, and upon that occaſion the 
ukiſh ladies dilplay all their magnificence, _— 
| ride 


— 


\ 
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bride was conducted to her buſBand's houſe-in 
great ſplendor.— She is widow of the late Vizier, uk 
was killed at Peterwaradin, though that 'ought. 

ther to be called a contract than a marriage,  finceſy 


never has lived with him; however, the greatelt pu 
of his wealth is hers. He had the permiſſion of f 


et. 


[ cal 
at th 
ur p 


ry, 
$ ha 


fiting her in the Seraglioz and being one of Maite 
kandſomeſt men in the empire, had very much eddi. 
gaged her affe&tions.—When ſhe ſaw this ſecond hir 01 
band, who is at leaſt fifty, ſhe could not forbelfiiter | 
burſting into tears. He is indeed a man of mer! ve 


and the declared favourite of the Sultan (which i 


call Meſayp) but that is not enough to make que 
pleaſing in the eyes of a girl of thirteen. S Wh 

The government here is entirely in the hands Ae 
the army. The Grand Signior, with all his abſoli bor 
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power, is as much a ſlave as any of his ſobjects, a 
trembles at a Janizary's frown..——Here is, indett 
a much greater appearance of ſubjection than among 
us; a miniſter of ſtate is not ſpoke to, but upon! 
knee; ſhould a reflection on his conduct be dropt 
a coffee houſe, (for they have ſpies every where) t 
houſe would be raz'd to the ground, and perhaps t 
whole company put to the torture. No huzzu 
mobs, ſenſeleſs pamphlets, and tavern diſputes add 
politics: | | 


A conſequential ill that freedom draws ; 
A bad effect but from a noble cauſe. 


None of our harmleſs calling names !—But whe" W's. 
miniſter here diſpleaſes the people, in three ho! by | 
time he is dragged even from his maſter's arms. TM dis 
cut off his hands, head, and feet, and throw theauiatt; 
before the palace gate, with all the reſpect in 0 bim 


Ir la 
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world; while the Sultan (to whom they all prof 
an unlimited adoration) fits trembling in his api 
ment, and dare neither defend nor revenge bis 
vourite. This is the bleſſed condition of the m 
abſolute monarch upon earth, who owns no Lav b 
bis Will. 

| I can 
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[cannot help wiſhing, in the loyalty of my heart, 
2t the parliament would fend hither a ſhip load of 
ur paſſive obedient men, that they 9 5 ſee arbi- 
ry, government in its cleareſt ſtrongeſt light, where 
hard to judge whether the Prince, People, or 
inillers, ate moſt miſerable. I could make many 
lektioas on this ſubject; but 1 know, Madam, 
ur own good ſenſe has already furniſhed you with 
ter than I am capable of. " A £654) 
| went yeſterday along with the French Ambaſla- 
sio ſee the Grand Signior in his paſſage to the 
oſque, He was preceded by a numerous guard of 
izaries, with vaſt white feathers on their heads, 
alſo by the dpahis and Boſtangees, (theſe are foot 
{ horſe-guards) and the Royal Gardeners, which 
a very conſiderable body of men, dreſſed in differ» 
| habits of fine lively colours, ſo that at a diſtance, ' 
y appeared like a parterre of tulips. After them 
Aga of the Janizaries, in a robe of purple velvet, 
ed with filver tiſſue, his horſe led by two ſlaves 
bly.drefſed, Next him the Kyzlier Aga, (your 
knows, this is the chief guardian of the Sera- 
o Ladies) in a deep yellow cloth (which ſuited very 
ll to his black face) lined with ſables. Laſt came 
Sublimity hitnſelf, arrayed in green, lined with 
fur of a black Muſcoviie fox, which is ſuppoſed 
de worth a thouſand pounds ſterling, and mounged 
a fine horſe, with furniture embroidered wich 
els. Six more horſes, richly capariſored, were 
| by bim; and two of his principal courtiers bote, 
bis gold, and the other his. filver coffee pot, on 
aff; another carried a filver ſtool on his head 
bim to fit on. —It would be too tedious to tell 
Ir ladyſhip the various dreſſes and turbants by 
ich their rank. is diſtinguiſhed ; but they were all 
remely rich and gay, to the number of ſome thou- 
6s; ſo that perhaps there cannot be ſeen a more 
uifal proceſſion. The Sultan appeared to us a 
andſome man of about forty, with ſomething, 


ver, ſevere in his countenance, and eyes 1 
i | ul 


* 
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Full and black. He happened to ſtop under the yi 
dow where we ſtood, and (I ſuppoſe being told 
we were) looked upon us very attefitively, ſo that 
had full leiſure to confider him. The French! 
| baſſfadreſs agreed with me as to his good mien. I 
that lady very often; ſhe is young, and ber conn 
lation would be a great relief to me, if I could p 
ſuade her to live without thofe forms and ceremay 
that make life formal and tireſome. But the iz 
delighted with ber guards, her. four-and-twen 
footmen, gentlemen uſhers, &c. that ſhe would 
ther die than make me a viſit without them; not 
reckon a ccach full of attending damſels ycley 
maids of honour. What vexes me is, that as long 
He will-vitit me with a troubleſome equipage, I 
obliged to do the ſame ; however, our mutual in 
. reft makes us much together. I went with ber! 
other day all round the town, in an open gilt chan 
with our joint train of attendants, preceded by 
guards, who might have ſummoned the people to 
What they had never ſeen, nor ever perhaps woil 
ſee again, two Chriſtian Ambaſffadreſſes at the f. 
time. Your ladyſhip may eafily imagine, we or 
a vaſt croud of ſpectators, but all as filent as deal 
If any of them had taken the liberties of our nd 
upon any ſtrange fight, our Janizaries had made 
ſeruple of falling on chem with their ſeymitars, » 
out danger for ſo doing, being above law, Th 
peopſe, however, (I mean the Janizaries) have 6 
good qualities; they are very zealous and fait 
where they ſerve, and look upon it as their buiine 
to fight for you on all occafions... Of "this I had at 
leaſant inſtance in a village on this fide Philippop 
lis, where we were met by our domeſtic guards. 


happened to beſpeak pigeons for ſupper, upon wil 
one of my Janizaries went immediately to the ( 
(che chief civil officer of the town) and ordered 

to ſend in ſome dozens. The poor man anſue 

that he ſad ſent about, but could get none. My 


nizary, in the height of his zeal for my ſerv 
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mmediately locked bim up priſoner 10 his room, tell- 


ering to excuſe his not obeying my command; but, 
wt of reſpe to me, he would not puniſh him but by 
ny order, Accordingly he came vety gravely to me, 
o alk what ſhould be done to him; adding, by way 
f compliment, that if I pleaſed he would bring me 
is head This may give you ſome idea of the 
mlimited power of theſe fellows, who are all ſworn 
brothers, and bound to revenge the injuries done to 
ne another, whether at Cairo, Aleppo, or any part 
f the world. This inviolable league makes them ſo 
owerful, that the greateſt man at court never ſpeaks 
$ them but in a flattering tone; and in Aſia, any 
nan that is rich, is forced to enroll himſelf a Jani- 
ry to ſecure his eſtate.—— But I have already ſaid 
nough, and | dare ſwear, dear Madam, that, by this 
ime, *tis a very comfortable reflection to you, that 
here is no poſſibility of your receiving ſuch a tedious 
etter but once in fix months; tis that conſideration 


ong, and will; I hope, plead the excuſe of, dear 
Madam, # 


Your's, &c. 


LETTER II. 


| * 
To the Counteſs of ——, 


4 


| Adrianople, April r, O.S. 1719. 
WISH to God, dear ſiſter, that you were as re- 
pular in letting me know what paſſes on your fide 
the globe, as I am careful. in endeavouring to a- 


tink worth your notice. You content yburſelf with 
ling me over and over that the town is very dull: 
may poſſibly be dull to you, when every day doe: 
ot preſent you with ſomething new; but for me, 
i am in arrears, at leaſt two months news, all 
You, I, | H that 


no him he deſerved death for his impudenee, in of- 


ule you by the account of all I ſee here, that 1 


— 


—— 


Jas given me the aſſurance of entertaining you ſo 


that ſeems very ſtale. with you, would be very fte in 
and ſweet here. Pray Jet me into more particua 
and I will try to awaken your gratitude by- giving 
vou a full and true relation of the novelties of thy 
place none of which would ſurprize you more th er 
A fight of my 2 as 1 am now in my Turkik 
habit, though I believe you would-be of my opiniog 
that *tis admirably . becoming. —I intend to ſend 
you my picture ; in-the mean time accept of i 
here. * 20 5 2. ph 
Luhe firſt part of my.'dreſs is a pair of drawven 
very full, that reach to my ſhoes, and conceal hee! 
legs more modeſtly than your petticoats. They u 
of a thin rofe-coloured. damaſk, brocaded with fi 
flowers. My ſhoes are of a white kid leather, en 
broidered with gold. Over this hangs my ſmoc 
of a fine white ſilk gauze, edged with embroidey, 
This ſmock bas wide fleeves hanging half-way dont 
the arm, aud is cloſed at the neck with a dianond 
button, but the ſhape. and colour of the boſon tur 
very, well to be diſtinguiſhed through it.—The An 
_ 4ery, is a waiſtcoat, made cloſe to the ſhape, of white 
and gold damaſk, with very long ſſeeves falling back 
. and fringed with gold fringe, and ſhould have dis 
mond or pearl buttons. My Caftan, of the fant 

- fruff with my drawers, is a robe exactly fitted to nf Che: 
ſhape and reaching to my feet, with very long firat ru 
falling, ſleeves. Over this 1s the girdle, of abou 
four fingers broad, which all that can afford it, hart 
entirely of diamonds or other precious ſtones ; thol 
who will not be at that expence, have it of equi, 
embroidery or ſattin.; but it muſt be faſtened befoit Yn 
with a claſp af diamonds.— The Curd#e is a look 
robe they throw off, or put on, according to tlie web 
tber, being of a rich brocade (mine is green and 
gold) either lined with ermine or ſables ; the Neent 4 
reach very little below the ſhoulders. The hea le 
dreſs, is compoſed of a cap they called Talpech H 
which is, in winter, of fine velvet, embroidered with bebe 
pearls.or diamonds, and, in ſummer, of a lieben t del 
"=o et” 
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ing filver ſtuff, This is fixed on one fide of the 
head, banging a little way down with a gold taſſel, 
ind bound on, either with a circle of diamonds 
{as I have ſeen ſeveral) or rich embroidered hand- 
kerchief. On the other ſide of the head the hair 
is laid flat; and here the ladies are at liberty 
to ſhew their fancies ; ſome putting flowers, others 
2 plume of heron's feathers, and, in "ſhort, what 
hey * pleaſe 3 - but the moſt general faſhion is, a 
arge Bouquet of jewels made like natural flow- 
ers, that 18, the buds of pearl; the roſes of dif- 
erent coloured 1ubies ; the jeſſamines of diamonds ; 
tha jonquils of topazes, &c. fo well ſet and enamel- 
. 'tis hard to imagine any thing of that kind fo 
beautiful. The hair hangs at its full length behind, 
livided into treſſes braided with pearl or ribbon, 
hich is always in great quantity, 1 never ſaw in 
ny life, ſo many fine heads of hair. In one lady's 
| have counted a hundred and ten of the treſſes, all 
atural ; bat it muſt be owned that every kind of 
deauty is more common here than with us. *Tis 
upriſing to ſee a young woman that is not very 
handſome. They have naturally the moſt beautiful 
complexion in the world, and generally large black 
eyes, I can aſſure you with great truth, that the 
court of England (though | believe it the faireſt in 
Chriſtendom) does not contain ſo many beauties 23 
are under our protection here. They generally ſhape 
their. eye. brows, and, both Greeks and Turks have 
the cuitor of putting round their eyes a black tinc- 
ture, that, at a diſtance, or by Candle ligbt, aods 
very much to the biackreſs of them. I fancy many of 
our ladies would be overjoyed to know this ſecret ; 
but *tis too viſible by day. They dye their nails a 
role colour; but, I own, I cannot enough accuſtom 
wylelf to this faſhion, to find any beauty in it. 
As to their morality or good conduct, I can ſay, 
like Harlequin, that 'tis jult as 'tis with you; and 
the Turkiſh ladies don't commit one fin the leſs for 
not being Chrittans, Now that I am a little ac- 
H 2 quainted 


- woman of any fort appears without; this has ſtrait 


- - 
| —_—_ — —_ . 
— 


tened punichment of the next, which is never preach. 


thoſe ladies that are rich, having all their money 
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quainted with their ways, I cannot forbear admiring, 
either exemplary diſcretion, or extreme ſtupidity of 
all the writers that have given accounts of them, 'Tis ine 
very eaſy to ſee, they have in reality more liberty than Ne 
we have. No woman, of what rank ſoever, is permit. ner 


ted to go into the ſtreets without two Murlint, one Nute 


that covers her face, all but her eyes; another, that Nhe 
hides the whole dreſs of her eyes; and hangs half oo 
way down ber back, Their ſhapes are alſo wholly bis 
concealed by a thing they call a Ferjg#e, which no Pour 


fleeves, that reach to their fingers ends, and it laps 
all round them, not unlike a riding hood. In win- 
ter, *tis of cloth; and in ſummer, of ſtuff or ſilk 
You may gueſs then how effeftually this diſguiſeh 
them, ſo that there is no diſtinguiſfiing the great lady 
from her ſlave. Tis impoſſible for the moſt jealow 
kuſband ro know his wife, when he meets ber, and 
no mandare tcuch or follow a woman in the ſtreet, 
This perpetual maſquerade gives them entire li- 
bertv of following their inclinations without dange? 


of difcovery. The moſt uſual method of '1ntrigue is, im, 
10 ſend an appointment to the lover to meet the lad 
at a. Jew's ſhop,' which are as notoriouſly - convenien if 
us our Indian boufes ; and yer, even thoſe who don't UF oc 
make uſe of them, do not icruple to go buy dee 
goods, which are chiefly to be found amongſt that Put: 
tort of people. The great ladies ſeldom let their i bel 
pallants know who they are; and tis ſo difficult were 
nod it out, that they can very ſeldom gueſs at ber ing 


name, whom they have correſponded with for abort 
haif a year together. You may eaſily imagine the 
number-of faithful wives very ſmall*in a count! 
where they have nothing to fear from a lover's indil- 
cretion, ſince we ſee ſo many have the courage to expcſe 
themſelves to that in this world, and all the thre 


ed to the Turkiſh damſels. Neither have they much 
to apprehend.from the reſentment of their huſbans: 
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*-To Mir. Fees: --.. ſun 

| 0 | LAST wor! 

N Acdxianople, April 1, O. S. 171, who 
F DARE ſay you expect, at leait, ſomething went 
| new in this letter, after [ have gone a journey, "ic 
not undertaken, by any Chriſtian, for ſome huodrel ſelve 
years. The moſt remarkable accident that bhappenell one 
to me, was my being near over-turned into the Hei bat 
brus; and, if | had much regard for the glories that there 
one's name enjoys after death, I ſhou!d certainly ns 
ſorry for having miſſed the romantic concluſion df fave 
ſwimming down the ſame river in which the muſic” *2* 


| head of Orpheus repeated verſes, ſo many ages ſince; my 
# ; r 3 


dener 
and t 


| „Caput a cerwice revulſun, 
% Gurdite cum medio, portans Ocagrius Hebrus Volus 
ret Euridicen vox ipſa, et frigida lingua Ah! 11 
„ ſeram Eurid.cen ! RN n 560 Euridia 


toto referebant flumine ripe.” Tong 
* 2 

Who knows but ſome of your right wits might bat Mr 

found it a ſubjeQ affording many poetical turns, and ſpeak: 
have told the world in an heroic Elegy, that, fen 6 
A equal were our fouls, ſo equal were our fater, Regs 

I deſpair of ever hearing ſo many fine things (aid d bicb 
me, as fo extraordinary a death would have gens 
occaſion for. | ot th 
" I am at this preſent moment writing in a houſe WW © 
tuated on the banks of the Hebrus, which runs ut uogel 
der my chamber window, My garden is full of all F< (of 
cypreſs trees, upon the branches of which, ſeveral ad 
couple of true turtles are ſaying ſoft things to ol FM 
another from morning till night. How naturally 00 al 
N 


_ bought and vows come into my mind, at ibi; * 
| p 
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And muſt not you confeſs, to my praiſe, that tis 
more than an ordinary diſcretion; that can reſiſt the 
wicked ſuggeitions of poetry, in a-place where truth, 
for once, furniſhes all tne-ideas for paſtoral. The 
ſummer is already. advanced, in this part of the 
world; and for ſome miles round Adrianople, the 
whole ground is laid out in gardens, and the banks 
of the rivers are ſet with rows of fruit trees, under 
which all the moſt conſiderable Turks amuſe. them- 
ſelves every evening, not with walking, that. is not 
one of their pleaſures ; but a ſet party of them chuoſe 
but a green ſpot, where the ſhade is very thick, and 
there they ſpread a carpet, on which they fit drink- 
ing their coffee, and are generally attended by ſome 

fave with a fine voice, or that plays on ſome indrꝗ- 
ment, Every twenty paces you may ſee one of hel: *. 

little companies, liſtening to the daſhing of the ri- 
ver ; and this taſte is ſo univerſal, that the very gar- 
deners are not without it. | have often ſeen them 
and their children fitting on the banks of the river, 
and playing on a rural inftrument, perfectly anfwer- 
ing the deſcription of the ancient Fiſtula, being 
compoſed of unequal reeds, with a ſimple but agree- 

able ſoftaeſs in the ſound. | | 

Mr. Addiſon might here make the experiment he 
ſpeaks of in his travels; there not being one inſtru- 
ment of muſic among theGreek or Roman ſtatues, that 
13 not to be found in the hands of the people of this 
country, The young lads, generally divert themſelves 
with making garlands for their favourite lambs, 
hich I have ſeen painted and adorned with flowers, 
ying at their feet, while they ſung or played. It is 
ot that they ever read romances. But theſe are the 
ancient amuſements here, and as natural to them as 
udgel-playing and foot-ball to our Britiſh ſwains ; 
ne ſoftneſs and warmth of the climate forbidding all 
ough exerciſes, which were never ſo much as heard 
tf among(t them, and naturally inſpiring a lazineſs 
ad averiion to labour, which the great indulges.— 
tele gardeners are the only happy race of country 
people 


* 
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people in Turkey. They furniſh all the city wig 
fruits and herbs, and ſeem to live very eaſily. They 
are moſt of them Greeks, and have little houſes in 
the midſt of their gardens, where their wives aud 
daughters take a liberty, not permitted in the town, 
I mean to go unveiled. Theſe wenches are very neat 
and handſome, and paſs their time at their looms un, 
der the trees. REY 7 
I no longer look upon Theocritus as a romantic 
writer; he has only given a plain image of the wy 
of life amongſt the peaſants of his country, who be. 
fore oppreſſion had reduced them to want, were, 
ſuppoſe, all employed as the better fort of them are 
now. I don't doubt, had he been born a Briton, 
but his Idylliums had been filled with deſcriptions of 
threſhing and churning, both which are unknont 
here, the corn being alt trod out-by oxen-; and but. 
ter (I ſpeak it with ſorrow) unheard of. | 
I read over your Homer here with an infinite plex 
ſure, and find ſeveral little paſſages explained, that 
I] did not before entirely comprehend tbe beauty of: 
Many of the cuſtoms, and much of the dreſs then in 
faſhion, being yet. retained. 1 don't wonder to find 
more remains here, of an age io diſtant, than is to be 
found in any cther country, the Turks not taking 
that pains to introduce their own manners, as lage. 
been generally practiſed by other nations, that in- ref. 
gine themſelves more polite. It would be too tellin or 
ous to you to point out all the paſſages that relate ire, © 
-preſent cuſtoms. But I can aſſure you, that the des th 
Princeſſes and great ladies paſs their time at ther Wblime 
looms, embroidering veils and robes, ſurrounded dy BW:riory, 
their maids, which are always very numerous, in tie a g. 
ſame manner as we find Andromache and Helen de. have i 
ſcribed. The deſcription of the belt of Mencla#BWndinp 
exactly reſembles thoſe that are now worn by tit Wn tj 
great men, faitened before with broad golden claly, Mrincef 
and embroidered round with rich work. The fnovfernitts 
veil, that Helen throws over her face, is ſtill ſal- e ho 
ionable; and 1 never ſee half a dozen of old bn ning 
ps! vcr 
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do very often) with their reverend beards, 'fit- 
ng baſking in the ſun, but I recolle& good King 
iam and his counſellors, Their manner of dan- 
ing is certainly the ſame that Diana is /arg to have 
anced on the banks of Eurotas, The great lady 
ill leads the dance, and is followed by a troop. 
f young girls, who imitate, her ſteps, and if ſhe 
ngs, make up the chorus. The tunes are extremely 
ay and lively, yet with ſomething in them wonder- 
ly ſaft. The ſteps are varied according to the 
leaſure of her that leads the dance, but always in 
dad time, and infinitely, more agreeable than any 
f our dances, at leaſt in my opinion. I ſometimes. - 
zake one in the train, but am not ſkilful enoggh to 
ad ; theſe are the Grecian dances, the Turkiſh be- 
pg very different. N 
| ſhouid have told you, in the firſt place, that the 
iſtern manners give a great light in many Scripture 
aſazes, that appear odd to us, their phraſes being 
mmonly what we ſhould call Scripture language. 
be vulgar Turk is very different from what is ſpoke. 
court,” or amongſt the people of figure; who al- 
ys mix ſo much Arabic and Perſian in their dif- 
burſe, that it may very well be called another lan- 
nage. And 'tis as ridiculous to make uſe of the 
xprefions commonly uſed, in ſpeaking to a great 
an or lady, as it would be to ſpeak broad York- 
ure, or Somerſetſhire, in the drawing room. Be- 
des this diſtinctioa, they have What they call the 
lime, a ſtyle for poetry, and which is the exact 
cripture ſtyle, I believe vou would be pleaſed to 
e a genuine example of this; and I am very glad 
have it in my power to ſatisfy your curioſity, by 
nding you a faithful copy of the verſes that Ibrahim 
alla, the reigning favourite, has made for the young 
riaceſs, his contracted wife, whom he is not yer 
rTaitted to viſit- without witneſſes, though the is 
ane home to his houſe. He is a man of wit and 
ning; and whether or no he is capable of writing 
0d verie, you may be ſure that, on ſuch an — 

| on, 
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fion, he would not want the aſſtance of the hel 
poets in the empire. Thus the verſes may be lool: 
upon as a ſample of their-fineſt poetry, and 1 doy 
a bt you be of my mind, that it is moſt wonde: 
„fully reſembling the Song of Soloman, which 
was addreſſed to a 88 Bride. 


Turk1sn VERSES addreſſed to t Sor ra 
eldeſt daughter of SULTAN: AGHMET III. 


8 TANZ A I 


Far: "The nightingale now wanders in the wines; Adi 
. Paſſion is to ſeth roſes, 2 If y 
My 


2. 7 went: down 16 admire the beauty of the vient 
The ſweetneſs of your charms has reviſo 4 5 /a 


bY 7 our eyes are black and level, 
But wild and di dijaainful as theſje Sa fees I ru 


STANZA II, Haw 


1. The wwifh'd poſſeſſion is delayed from day to in 
The cruel Sultan Achusr will not permit m 
To fee thoſe cheeks more ver million than roſes. 


2. 1 dare not ſnatch one of your tifer, © 
The fewertneſi of your charms has raviſb d my } 


3. "Four eyes are black and lovely, 
But wild and diſdaiaſul as theſe of 4. flag. 


STANZA III. 


1. The auretebed IBR AI g in theſe verſen 
One dart from your eyes has pierce 'd thre! my heark 


* 


2. Ab when will the hour of pofſeſfion arrivt : f 
Muft [ yet wait a long time? 
The Sveetneſs of” Jour coarms wow raviſß 4 2 | 


* 4 


— 


4 / SULTANa |! flag 9 4—42 argel . 
angels / 
1 4 fire, and, my defire remains l | 
* you take delight to prey upon my heart $ 


At. TP ANZ A. IV. 
My cries Merce the heavens! 
My eyes art withour ſleep ! | | 
Turn to me, SuL TAN A — et ne gare on thy 
a Beauty. : 


** 
Adieu —[ po down to the grave. 
If you call me J return. 
My heart ji—— hot as ſulphur ; 


Sigh and it 


will flame. 


Crown of my life, fair light of my eyes 7 
My Surren ! my princeſs! _ 
I rub my 7 Joes againſt the earth; -I am drown'd 
in ſcalding tear. I rave! 
Have you 20 compaſſion? will yau not turn to look 
upon me 


a literal tranſlation ; and if you were acquainted 
Ith my interpreters, I might ſpare myſelf the trou- 


! touches from their hands. In my opinion, (al- 
wing for the inevitable faults of a proſe tranſlation 
to a language Jo very different) there is a. good deal 
beauty in them. The epithet of “ ſiag-ey'd,” 
ough the ſound is not very agreeable 1 in Engliſh) 
ales me extremely; and | think it a very lively 
ape of the fire and indifference in his. miftreſs's 
&,—Monſieur Boileau has very juſtly obſerved, 


mus; fince it may be extremely fine with them. 
en, at the ſame time, it appears low or uncouth 
Us, You are ſo well acquainted with Homer, you 
cannot 
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J have taken abundance of pains to get theſe verſes 


e of aſſuring. you, that they have received no poe - 


we are never to judge of the elevation of an ex- 
on in an ancient author by the ſound it carries 
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cannot but have obſerved the ſame, thing, and 0 
muſt have the ſame indulgence for all oriental 
try. The repetitions at the end of the two firſt fun. 
zas are meant for a ſort of Chorus, and are agret 
able to the ancient manner of writing. The muse 
of the verſes apparently changes in the third Stau 
where the burden is altered; and I ghink he vey 
artfully ſeems more paſſionate at the concluſion, y 
*tis natural for people to warm themſelves by thei 
own diſcourſe, eſpecially on a ſubject in which one 
deeply concerned; *tis certainly far more touching, 
than our modern cuſtom of concluding a ſong of pil 
ſion, with a turn which is inconſiſtent with it. Tis 
firſt verſe is a deſcription of the ſeaſon of the yea 
all the country now being full of Nightingales, whok 
amours with roſes, is an Arabian fable, as wel 
known here, as any part of Ovid amongſt us, and) 
much the ſame as if an Engliſh poem ſhould begi 
by ſaying, —** Now Philomela ſipgs. Or what 
I turned the whole into the ftyle of Engliſh poet) 


* © % 


to ſee how it would look > 


— 


STANZA 1. 


NOW Philomel renews her tender firain, - 
Indulging all the night ber 'pleaſing pain; 
T fought the groves to hear the wanton fing, 
There ſaw a face more beauteous than the ſprings 


Your large frag-rres where thouſand glorits play 
As bright, as lively, but as wild as they. 


STANZA H. 


I vain I'm promis'd fach @ heavenly prize. 
Ab ! eruel SuLTan | why delay my joys! 
W bile prercing charms transfix my .amorous beart, 
J dare not ſnatch one kiſs, to vaſe the ſmart. 

T beſe eyes like, Cc. 


% 
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STANZA III. 


or aurete hem lower in theſe lines complains ; 
rom thoſe dear beanties riſe his killing pains. 


Wie will the hour of wiſh'd-for bliſ5 arrive, 
1% wait longer? Can I wait and live? 


/ bright SULTAna! maid divinely fair 
an you, unfitying Jee the pains I bear? 


9 STANZA IV. 
1 The Heaven relenting bear my piercing cries, 


arb the light, and fleep forſakes my eyes, 
fern thee, SULTANA, ere thy lover dies; 
dirting to earth, I figh the laſt adieu, 

all me, my Goddeſs, and my life renew. 


Quern my angel 1 my fond heart's defire ! 
rave—iny boſom burns woith heavenly fire ! 
ty that paſſion which thy charms inſpire. 


1 have taken the liberty in the ſecond verſe, vf 
ollowing what I ſuppoſe the true ſenſe of the author, 
dough not literally expreſſed. By his ſaying he 
ent down to admire the beauty of the vines, and 
er charms raviſhed his ſoul; I underſtand a poetical 
Ion, of having firſt ſeen her in a garden, where he 
as admiring the beauty of the ſpring. But I could 
lot forbear retaining the compariſon of her eyes with 
hoſe of a ſtag, though perhaps the novelty of it may 
ve it a burleſque ſound in our language. I cannot 
letermine upon the whole, how well ] have ſucceed- 
in the tranſlation, neither do [ think our English 
oper to expreſs ſuch violence of paſſion, which is 
ery ſeldom felt amongſt us. We want, alſo, thoſe 
mpound words which are very frequent and ſtcon g 
I the Turkiſh language. 

You ſee I am pretiy far gone in oriental learning, 
ty lay truth, | ſtudy very hard. Lwiſh my ſtud ies 


4 


or, I. 1 may 
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may give me an occaſion of entertaining your curi 
fity, which will be the utmoſt advantage hoped { 


from them, by, 
| Your's, & 


LETTER 1 
| To Mrs. 8. Cz 


| Acriancple, April 1, O.S. 171; 

N mv opinion, dear S. I ovght rather to quai 
with vou, for not anſwering my Nimuegen let 

of Auguſt, till December, than to excuſe my 0 
writing again till now. | am ſure there is on my (id 


a verv good excuſe for fi'ence, having gone ſuch ty 


ſome land journies, though I dbn't find the concly 
ſion cf, them ſo bad as you ſeem to imagine. I an 


very eaſv here, ard not in the ſolitude you fan 


me. The'preat number of Greeks, French, EI 
liſh, and Italians, that are under oar proteQtiar 
ake their court to me from morning till night; 


and I'!] affure you, are, manv cf them, very fi 
ladies; for there is no poſſibility for a Chill 


to live eaſily under this government, but by ite pn 
tection of an Ambaſſador 


and the richer che) a 


the greater is their danger, 


A 


 Thifſe dreadful ſtories you have heard of th 


p!zgue, have very little foundaticn, in truth. 1 os 
] have moch ad to reconcile myſelf to the ſouncs 


a word, which bas always given me ſuch terrid4 


ideas; though I'am convinced there is little more! 
it, than in a fever. As a proof of this, let me te 


you, that we paſſed through two or thiee towns wa 


violent!) infected. In the very next houſe where“ 
Jay (in one cf thoſe places) two perſcns cies cf 
Lucki'y for me, 1 was ſo well deceived, that I kn 
nothing of the matter; and was made to belief 
that our ſecond cook had only a great cold, Howe 


we left cur doc or to take care of him, and vellers 
| 15 
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ey boch arrived here in good health; and I am now 
et 1ato the ſecret, that he has had the plague. There 
re many that eſcape it, neither is the air ever infect- 
d. I am perſuaded that it would be as eaſy a mat- 
rto root it out here, as ow; of Italy and France ; - 
at it does ſo little miſchief, they are not very ſoli- 
tous about it, and are content to ſuffer this diſtem- 
er, inſtead of our variety, which they are atterly / 
nacquainted with. | 

A propos of diltempers, I am going to tell you a 
bing, that will make you wiſh yourleilf here, The 
mail pox, ſo fatal, and ſo general amoagit us, is 
ere intirely harmleſs, by the invention of engraft- 
g, which is the term they give it. There is a ſet 
f old women, who make it their buſineſs to per- 
drm the operation, every autumn, in the month of 
ptember, when the great heat is abated. People 
nd to one another to know if any of their family 
as a mind to have the ſmall-pcx; they make parties 
dr this purpoſe, and waea they are met (commonly. 
teen or ſixteen together) the old vo man comes with 
nut ſhe!l full of the matter of the beit ſort of ſmal!- 
x, and aſks what vein you pleaſe to have opened. 
de immediately rips ohen that, you offer to her, 
ith a large needle, (which gives you no,ma:e pain 
an a common ſcratch) and puts into. the vein as 
ach matter as can lie upon the head-of her needle, 
d after that, binds up the little wound with a hol- 
Is bit of ſhell, and in this manner opens four ur five 
ins, The Grecians have commonly the ſuperſti- 
n of opening one ia the middle of the forehead, 
le in each arm, and one in the breaſt, to,mark the 
pa of the croſs; but this has a very ill effect, all 
tle wounds leaving little ſcars, and is not done by 
oſe that are not ſuperſtitious, who chuie to have 
en in the legs, or that part of the arm that is Cc. 
led, The children or young patients play togecher 
i the reſt of the day, and are in perfect health to tie 
bad. Then the fever begins to ſeize them, aud 
keep their beds two days, very ſeldom three, — 
| 1 They 
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They have very rarely above twenty or thirty in tei 
faces, which never mark, and in eight days time te ps th 
are as well as before their illneſs, Where they ai can a 
wounded, there remains running fores dering M dd thi 
diſlemper, which I don't doubt is a great relief to h aimal. 
Every year theuſands undergo this operation, and give 
Freach Am baſſador ſays pleaſantly, that they od © 
the ſmall- pox here by way of diretſion, as they takefhobody 
the waters in other countries. There is no exampleithem te 
of any one that bas died in it, and you may belien ecks, 
1 am well ſatisfed of this experiment, ſince I inte er ne 


to try it on my dear little fon. I am patriot enougliſþeing 3 
to take pzins to bring this uſeful invention into fi lit, a 
ion in England., and I ſhould not fail to write n the 
ſome of our doctors very particularly about it, if Nie loſs 
knew any one of them that I thought had viruWhorou; 
enough to deſtroy ſuch a configerable branch of thee to 
revenue for the good of mankind, But that diſen ed by 
per is too beneficial to them, not to expoſe to all the en th 
reſentment, the hardy wight that ſhould undertake ird p 
E. an end to it. Perbaps if I live ro return I ht to! 
However, have cobrage to war with them. Up bey {: 
this occaſion, admire the heroiſmin ihe heart of, il form 

| | Your friend, &c. My a 

rough 

JLainic 
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To Mrs. T. I hey f 

| | iſhed, 

Adriarople, April 1, O. S. ei h 

can now tell my dear M 18, 7, that | am fe bat m: 

ly arrived at the end of my ve: y long journey. e dy 

will not tire you with the accouat of the many , d, 
tigues | have ſuffered, You wculd rather be infant ny 

ed of the ſtrange things that are to be ſeen here; eu 

a letter cut of Turkey, that bas nothing exrraodiutle, 
nary in it, would be as great a diſappointment 25 es; 

vifitors will receive at London, if | return wil d alf 

any rarities to ſhew them. What ſtall | rel! ori 


oft- 
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vou never ſaw camels in your liſe; and per- 


can aſſure you, the firſt fight of them was ſo to me; 
1d though 1 have ſeen hundreds of pictures of thoſe 


o give a true idea of them. lam going to make a 
od obſeryation, and poſſibly a falſe one, becauſe 
obody has ever made it before me; but I do take 
hem to be of the ſtag-Kind ; their legs, bodies, and 
ecks, are exactly ſhaped like them, and their colcur 
ery near the ſame. *Tis true, they are much larger, 
eing a great deal higher than a borſe, and ſo ſwift, 


he loſs of the battle to Beigr 


ed by an aſe, on which the driver rides, I have 
en three hundred in one caravan. 
ird part more than a horſe ;. but *tis a particular 
It to load them, becauſe of the. bunch cf their backs. 
hey ſeem to me very ugly creatures, their heads beirg 
formed and di ſproportioned to their bodies. They 
arry all the burdens ;. and the bealts deſtin'd to the 


ouph are buffaloes, an animal alſo you are unac- 


bat make them look like devils. The country peo- 
ple dye their tails, and the hair cf their forehead 
ed, by way of ornament. Horſes are nat put here 
o any laborious work, nor ate they at all fit for it. 
hey are beautiful and full of ſpirit, but generally 
tle, and not ſtrong, as the biced of colder coun- 
nes; very gentle, however, with all their vivacity, 


Write, that I'wou!d not part with qu any terms; 
| | I's | 


89 
aps the deſcription of them will appear new to you; | 


nimals, I never ſaw any that was reſembling enough 


They carry the 


ld alſo ſwift and ſute footed, 1 have alittle white 


he 


* 


hat, after the defeat of Peterwaradin, they far cut-. | 
an the ſwiftelt horſes, and brought the firit pews ot 
— 4 They are never 
horouzhly tamed ; the drivers take cate to tye them 
ne to another with ſtrong ropes, fifty in a ſtricg, 


Juainied with, They are larger and more clumſy | 
dan an ox; they have ſhort thick black horns cloie | 
0 their heads, which grow turning backwards.—-, 
hey ſay this horn looks very beautiful. when weil po- i 
hed, They arg all black, with very ſhort halt on 
deir hides; and have extremely little white eyes, 


% n e 


he prances under me with ſo much fire, you would 
think that I bad a great deal of courage to dare 
mount bim; yet Ill aſſure you I never rid a horſe 
much at my command, in my life. My fde- ſaddle 
is the firſt that ever was feen in this part of the 
world, and is gazed at with as much wonder as the 
ſhip of Columbus in the firſt diſcovery of Americg, 
- Here are ſome little birds, held in a fort of religion 
reverence, and for that reaſon multi ply prodigioully; 
Turtles on the account of their innocence; and 
Storks, becauſe they are ſuppoſed to make every 
winter the pilgrimage to Mecca. To fay'tiuth, they 
are the happieſt ſubjefts under the Turkiſh govern- 
ment, and are 'ſo ſenſible of their privileges, thu 
they walk the ſtreets without fear, and generally 
bu'ld in the low parts of houſes, Happy are thole 
houſes ſo diſtingatihed, as the vulgar Turks are per; 
fectly perfuaded, that they will not be, that year, 
attacked either by fire or peſtilence. | have tae hap- 
pineſs of one of their ſacred nefts under my chamber 
window. | f 25 
Now I am talking of my chamber, I remember, 
the deſcription of the houſes here will be as new i0 
von, as any of the birds or beaſts. I ſuppoſe you 
bave read in moſt of our accounts cf Turkey, that 
their houſes are the. moſt miſerable pieces of build. 
ing in the world, I can ſpeak very learned]y on that 
ſubject, having been in ſo many of them; and | al: 
ſare you, tis ro ſuch thing. We are now lodged is 
a palace, belonging to the Grand Signior. | really 
think the manner of building here very agreeable, 
and proper for the ccuntry. Tis true, they are not, th 
at all, ſclicitons to beautify the outfides of theitfWocad, 
boulſes, and they are generally built of wood, which, 
I own, is the cauſe of many irconveniences ; Þul 
this is not to be charged on the ill taſte of the peopſt 
boat on the opp eſſion of the government. Eve! 
houſe at the death of its maſter, is at the Grand Sig: 
nior's diſpoſal, and there fore no man cares to make 
&xeat cxpence, which he is not ſure his family 1 


T. 
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e the better for. All their defign is to build a houſe 
,mmodious and that will laſt their lives; and they 
t very indifferent if it falls down the year after,— 
very houſe, great and ſmall, is divided into diſ- 
ict parts, which only join together by a narrow 
age. The firſt houſe has a large court before it, 
id open galleries all around it, which is, to me, 2 
bing very agreeable. This gallery leads to all the 
lambers, which are commonly large, and with two 
ows of windows, the fir being of painted glaſs z 
ey ſeldom build above two ſtories, each of which 
u galleries. The ftairs are broad, and not often 
dove thirty ſteps. This is the hoaſe 3 to 
te lord, and the adjoining one is called the Haram, 
dat is, the ladies? apartment, (for the name of ſe- 
iglio is peculiar to the Grand Signior ;) it has alſo 
gallery running round it towards the garden, to 
dich all the windows are turned, and the ſame 
umber of chambers as the other, but more gay and 
plendid, both in painting and furniture, The ſe- 
ond row of windows are very low, with grates like 
ole of convents, the rooms are all ſpread with Per- 
un carpets, and raiſed at one end of them (my cham- 
ers are raiſed at both ends) about two feet. — This 
$ the Sopha, which is Jaid with a rieher ſort of carpet. 
ad all round it a ſort of couch raiſed half a foot, 
vered with rich, filk according: to the fancy or mag- 
ihcence of the owner, Mine is of ſcarlet cloth with 
gold fringe ; round about this are placed, ſtandin 
pant the wall, two rows of cuſhions, the firlt very 
ige, and the reſt little ones; and here the Turks diſ- 
ay their greateſt magnificenee. They are generally 
«ade, or embroidery of gold wire upon white ſattin. 
Nothing can look more gay and ſplendid.— Theſe 
ats are al ſo ſo con ve ĩent and eaſy, that I believe [ 
ull never endure chairs as long as I live. — The 
ams are low, which | think no fault, and the ciel- 
Ni always of wood, generally inlaid or painted 
th flowers. They open in many places with fold. 


ig doors, and ferve for cabinets, I think more con- 
| veniently 
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veniently than outs, Between the windows are liitle 
arches to ſet pots of perfume, or baſkers of flower) 
But what pleaſes. me beſt, is the faſhion” of haviq 
marble [fountains in the lower part of the room, 
which throw: up ſeveral ſpouts of water, giving, 1 
the ſame time an agreeable coolneſs,” and a pleaſmi 
daſhing ſound, falling from one baton to another 4 
Some of theſe. are very magnincent. Each houle ha 
a bagnio, which con ſiſts generally in two-or three lit 
tle rooms leaded on the top, paved with marble, with 
baſons, cocks, of water, and» all conveniencies ſa 
either hot or. cold batksss 
Vou will perhaps be ſurpriſed at an account ſo dif! 
ferent from what you have been entertained with bf 
the common voyage- writers, who are very fond of 
ſpeaking of what they don't know. It mutt be un- 
der a very particular character, or on ſome extracrd 
dinary occation, that a Chriſtian. is admitted into the 
houſe of a man of quality, and their Harams are al 
ways forbidden ground. Thus they can only ſpeak 
of the outſide, which makes no great appearance; 
and the womens apartments are always built back 
ward, removed from fight, and have no other pte. 
ſpect than the gardens, which are incloſed with ven 
high walls. There is none of our parterres in, then 
but they are planted with high trees, which give u 
agreeable ſhade, and, to my fancy, a pleaſing vie 
In the midſt of the garden is the Chioſk, that 15, i 
large room, commonly beautified with a large founs 
tain in the midſt of it. It is raiſed nine or ten ſtep 
and encloſed with gilded lattices, round which, vines 
jeſſamines, and honey- ſuckles, make a ſortrof gel 
wall. Large. trees are planted round this plz 
which is the ſcene. of their greateſt pleaſures, and 
Where the ladies ſpend molt of their hours, employed 
by their muſi: or embroidery.—In the public garden 
there are public Chioſks, where people go that a 
not ſo well accommodated at home, and drink ihe 
coffee, ſherbert, &c. Neither are they ignorant Off 
more durable manner of building; their mogen 
| | 8 1 


aue a 
{ the 
hree 


F our 
niece « 
hink 

ou d 


* 


let. 33.] LETTERS 33 


te all of free · ſtone, and the public Hanns, or Inns, 
tremely magnificent, many of them taking up a 
ge ſquare, built round with ſhops under ſtone 
rches, where poor artificers are lodged gratis. They 
ze always a moſque joining to them, and the body 
{the Hann is a moſt noble hall, capable of holding 
ie or four hundred perſons, the court extremely 


hF:icioos, and cloiſters around it, that give it the air 
lf our colleges. I own, I think it a more reaſonable 
n iece of charity than the founding of convents,—L 


hink I have now told you a great deal for once. If 
ou don't like my choice of ſubjects, tell me what 
ow would have me write upon ; there is nobody 
nore deſirous to entertain you than, dear Mrs. T. 

| Yours, &c. &c. 


rn 
To the Counteſs of — 


HD Adrianople, April 1, O.S. 1718. 
| WROTE to you, dear ſiſter, and to all my other 
Engliſh correſpondents, by the laſt ſhip, and only 
eaven can tell, when I ſhall have another apportu- 
ty of ſending to you; but I cannot for hear io write 
gain, though perhaps my letter may lie opon my 
ands.theſe two months. To confeſs the truth, my 
dead is ſo full of my entertainment yeſterday, that 
ts abſolutely neceflary, for my own repoſe, to give 


egin my ſtory, 

| was invited to dine with the Grand Vizier's lady, 
Ind it was with a great deal of pleaſure [ prepared 
Dyſelf for an entertain ment, which was never before 


atisfy her curioſity (which I did not doubt was a ve» 
7 confiderable motive to the Invitation) by going in 
the was uſed io ſee, and therefore dreſſed * 

— — elt 


t ſome vent. Without farther preface I will dien 


zen to any Chriſtian. I thoughtl ſhould very little 


ſelf in the court habit of Vienna, which is muc 
more magnificent than ours. However, I choſe g 
go incognito, to avoid any diſputes about ceremotſ 
and went in a Turkiſh coach only attended. by ay 
woman, tbat held up my train, and the Greek lady 
who was my interpreteſs. I was met, at the coy 
door, by: her Eunuch, who helped me out of ti 
coach with great reſpect, and conducted me throug 
ſeveral rooms, where her ſhe. ſlaves, finely drefled 
were ranged on each fide, In theinnermoſt, I four 
the lady fitting on her ſofa, in a ſable veſt. She a 
vanced to meet me, and preſented me half a dozen d 
her friends, with great civility, She ſeemed a ver 
good woman, near fifty years old. F was ſurpriſe 
to obſerve ſo little magnificence ip her houſe, thi 
furniture being all very moderate; ard, except tit 
habits and number of her ſlaves, nothing about hinffWitars 
appeared expenſive. She gueſſed at my thoughts, 2 Kill, 
told me ſhe was no longer of an age to ſpend eite that 
her time or money in ſuperfluities,; that ber who! ret 
expence was in charity, and her whole employmenWre, 
praying to God. There was no affectation in ti ered, 
ſpeech : both ſhe and her huſband are entirely gie the 
up to devotion. He never looks upon any other wall viſit 1 
man; and what is much more extraordinary, tuch cer i; 
no bribes, notwithſtanding the example of all Men as 
predeceſſors. He is ſo ſcrupulous in this point, Mae, 
would not accept Mr, W——'s preſent, till he h little 
been aſſured over and over; that it was a ſettled peſi min, 
ulſite of his place, at the entrance of every Ambalnaile 
{:dor. She entertained me with all kind of civ1l1it'Wnp!ai, 
till dinner came in, which was ſerved, one dilh a: WF than 
time, to a vaſt number, all finely dreiſed after ihe iMac. 
manner, which I don't think ſo bad as you have pe eung 
haps heard it repreſented. Jam a very good jagt. | 
of their eating, having lived three weeks in the hui leg 
of an Effendi at Belgrade, who gave us very mag of 
ficent dinners, dreſſed by his own cooks, The ed, 
week they pleaſed me extremely; but, | own | WIT 
begun to grow weary of their table, and dere dec 
g | * ne. 


* 


rr 


un cook might add a diſh or two after our manner. 
at | attribute this to cuſtom, and am very much in- 
ined to believe, that an Indian who had never taſted 
either, would prefer their cookery to ours, Their 
aces are very high, all the roaſt very much done, 
bey uſe a great deal of very rich ſpice, The ſoup 
ſerved for the laſt diſh ; and they have, at leaſt, as 
eat a variety of ragouts, as we have. I was very 
rity could not eat of as many as the good lady 
ould have had me, who was very earneſt in ſerving 
e of every thing. The treat concluded with coffee 
id perfumes, which is a high mark of reſpet; two 
ves kneeling cenſed my hair, clothes, and hand. 
chief, After this ceremony, ſhe commanded her 
ures to play and dance, Which they did with their 
I'tars in their hands, and excuſed to me their want 
rith ſaying ſhe tock no care to accompliſh them 
that art. | | 

[ returned her thanks, and, ſoon after took, my 
ye, I was conducted back in the ſame manner I 
ered, and wonld have gone trait tomy own houſe, 
t the Greek lady, with me, earneſtly ſollicited me 
wit the Kahya's lady, ſaying he was the ſecond. 
leer in the Empire, and ought indeed to be looked 
on as the firit, the Grand Vizier having only the 
ne, while he exerciſed the authority. I had found 
tle diverſion in the Vizier's Haram, that I had 
mind to go into another. But her importance 
krailed with me, and Lam extremely glad, I was ſo 
eplaiſant, All things here were with quite another 
than at the Grand, Vizier's ; and the very houſe 
Ieſ:d the difference between an old devotee, and 
young beauty, ſt was nicely clean and magnifi- 
R. | was met at the door by two black Eunuchs, 
o led me through a long gallery, between two 
ks of beautiful young giris, with their. hair finely 
Med, almoſt hanging to their feet, and drefled in 
light dainaſks, brocaded with ſilver. I was ſorry 
A decency did not permit me to ſtop to conſider 
a nearer, But that thought was loſt upon my 
entrance 


— 
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entrance into a large room, or rather pavilion, bil } 
roond with gilded ſaſhes, which were moſt of then wice 
thrown up, and the trees planted hear them gave u * 
agreeable ſhade, which hindered the ſun from beim bo 
troubleſome. The jeſſamines and honey Tuckles thit N 
twiſted round their” trunks, ſhed a foft-perfume, in cc 1 
creaſed by a white marble fountain playing fw br! 
water in the lower part of the room, which fell iu be 
three or four baſons, with a pleaſing ſound, ay 
roof was painted with all ſorte of flowers, falling o don 
of gilded bafkers, that ſeemed tumbling down. bone 
n ſofa, raiſed three ſteps, and covered with fine Per © of 
Han carpets, fat the Kahya's lady, leaning on cuy gen!) 
ions of white ſattin embroidered ; and at her feet {i rope, 
two young girls about twelve years old, lovely a; bed 


gels, dteſſed perfectly rich, and almoſt covered wit 
jewels. But they were hardly ſeen near the fair 
tima, (for that is her name) ſo mach her beauty e 
faced every thing I have ſeen, nay, all that has be 
called loyely, either in England or Germany, 
muſt owh, that I never ſaw any thing ſo glorioul 
beautifol, nor can I recolleR a fate that would ha 
deen taken notice of near her's. She ſtood up tor 
ceive me, faluting me, after their faſhion, puttin 
her hand to her heart with a ſweetneſs full of n 
jeſty, that no court breeding could ever give. 5 
ordered Cuſhions to be given me, and tock caret 

lace me in the corner, which is the place of hono 
| confeb, though the Greek lady had before gi 
me a great opinion of ber beauty, I was ſo firud 
with admiration, that I could not, for ſome tin 
ſpeak: to her, bring: wholly taken op gazing. 

hat ſurprizing en of features ! That chan 
ing refalt of the whole! That exact er 
body! That lovely bloom of complexion uau ; 
by art! The unutterable enchantment of her ſwilt 
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But ber eye. 1-——Large and black, with al tn. 
ſoft languiſnment of the blue! every turn of ber Mel 
diſtovering ſome new grace. Inch by 
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nicely examicing her face, to find out ſome imper eo. 
tion, without any fruit of my ſearch; bat my being 
clearly convinced of the error of that vulpar notion, 
that a face exactly proportioned, and dean bets. 
tifol, would*not be agreeable ; nature having dofe 
for her, with more ſucceſs, what Apelles is ſaid to 
have eſſayed by a collection of the moſt exact fea- 
tures to Prins perfect face. Add to all this a beha- 
yiour ſo full of grace and ſweetneſs, ſuch eaſy mo- 


or affectation, that I am perſuaded could ſhe be ſud- 
genly tranſported upon the molt polite throne of Eu- 
rope, nobody would think her other than born and 
bred to be a Queen, though educated in a country 
we call barbarous. To ſay all in a word, our. moſt 
elebrated Engliſh beauties would vaniftynear her. 
She was greſſed in a Caftan of gold brocade, flow- 


hewing to admiration the beauty of ber boſom, only 
haded by the thin gauze of her ſhifr. Her drawers 
ere pale pink, her waiſtcoat green and ſilver, her 


ums adorned with bracelets of diamonds, and her 


head a rich Turkiſh handkerchief of pink and filver, 
ber own fine black hair hanging a great length, in 
wious.trefles, and on one fide of her head ſome bod- 
uns of jewels, I am afraid you will accuſe me of ex- 
Kavagance in this deſcription; I think I have read 
pme where, that women always ſpeak in rapture, 
den they ſpeak of beauty, and I cannot imagine 


ſink it a virtue to be able to admire without any 
ure of deſire or envy. The gravelt writers have 
poke with great warmth of ſome celebrated pictures 
bd ſtatues, The workmanſhip of heaven certainly 
wels all our weak imitations, and, I tnink, has 2 
lach better claim to our praiſe. * Far my part, I am 
t aliamed to own, I took more pleaſure in looking 


— 


After my firſt ſurprine was over, I endeavoured by 


tred with ſilver, very well fitted to her ſhape, and 


broad girdle fet round with diamonds ; upon her 


— 


tions with an air ſo majeſtic, yet free from ſtiffneſs 


ſippers white ſattin, finely embroidered ; her lovely | 


* 


by they ſhould not be allowed to do ſo. | rather 
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on the beauteous Fatima, than the fioeſt piece (MN, 1 
ſculpture could have given me. She told me the wil... 
girls at her feet were her daughters, though the 2 gte 
peared too young to de their mother. Her fi beg 
maids were ranged below the Sofa, to the number te 
F twenty, and put me in mind of the pictures of the W 
ancient nymphs. I did not think all nature coul gde 
have furniſhed ſuch a ſcene of beauty. She mad beg 
them a ſign to play and dance, Four of them imme. gave 
diately begun to play ſome ſoft airs on inſtrumenetire 
between a luts and a guitar, which they accompaniei i could 
with their voices, while the others danced by tori Mabe 
This dance was very different from what I had ſelf; 
| before. Nothing could be more artful, or mon z2ppea 
proper to raiſe certain ideas. The tunes ſo foft ;j—— pleaſy 
Te motions ſo languiſhing ?—Accompanied. wii ne di 
pauſes and dying eyes I— half falling back, and tha 
1 recovering themſelves in ſo artful à manner, that! 
am very peſitive, the coldeſt and moſt, rigid prud 
upon earth, could not have looked upon them with 
out thinking of ** ſomething not to be ſpoke of.” 
I ſuppoſe you may have read that the Turkg have n 
muſic, but what is ſhocking to the ears; but thi 
account is from thoſe who never heard any but whal 
is played in the ſtreets, and is juſt as reaſonable, 4 AM 
jf a foreigner ſhould take his ideas of Engliſh mu do 
from the bladder and firing, or the marro bone dat is 
and cleavers, I can aſſure you, that the muſic is er pain! 
tremely pathetic ; 'tis true | am inclined to pre ertatio. 
the Italian, but perhaps I am partial. I am acqua, ane 
ed with a Greek lady, who fings better than Malt: b. 
Robinſon ; and ts very well ſkilled, in both, eeror A 
| gives the preference to the Turkiſh, Tis cet rerkiſn 
they have very fine natural voices, theſe were ef man 
agrecable; When the dance was over, four fat Targa 
ſlaves came into the room, wich fi:ver cenſers in the fond 
hands, and perfanied the air with amber, aloes. uo Naople, 
and other ſcents. After this, they ſerved me colic. 
upon their knees, in the fineſt Japan china, % lions 


fexrenps of ſilver gilt. The lovely Fatima ente 
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ed me all this while in the moſt polite agreeable man- 


i 
oo ner, calling me often Uzelle Sultazam, or the beãu- 
dal Sultana, and deſiring my friendſhip with the 


ea grace in the world, lamenting that ſhe could not 
f entertain me in my own language. | 
0 When J took my leave, two maids. brought in a 
ae Gl ver baſket of embroidered handkerchiefs ; ſhe 
: begged I would wear the richeſt for her ſake, and 
e the others to my woman and interpreteſs, —[ 
v8 retired, through the ſame ceremonies as before, and 
«could not belp thinking I had been ſome time in 
8 Mabomet's paradiſe, ſo much was I charmed with 
a what I had feen, 1 know not how the relation of it 
"appears to you, I wiſh it may give cou part of my 
"7 |cafure; for 1 would have my dear ſiſter ſhare in all 
the diverſions of, 15 


'Your's, Sc. &c. 


„ rer Ti. 
To the Abbot of —. 


Adrianople, May 17, O. S. 1718. 
1 going to leave Adrianople, and I would not 

do it, without giving you ſome account of all 
that is curious in it, which I have taken a great deal 


d anciently called Oteſteſit or Oreſte, which you 
know better than f do. It is ncw called from the Em- 
peror Adrian, and was the firſt European ſeat of the 
Turkiſh Empire, and has been the favourite reſidence 
f many Sultans, MAHoMET the fourth, and Mus- 


lo fond of it, that they wholly abandoned Conſtan- 
nople, which humour ſo far exaſperated the Jani- 
aries, that it was a conſiderable motive to the re- 
lions that depoſed them. Yet this man ſeems 
I love to keep his court here, I can give you 
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f pains to ſee. I will not trouble you with wiſe diſ- 
Ertations, whether or no this is the ſame city, that 


Targa, the brother of the reigning Emperor, eie 
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no reaſon for this partiality. Tis true, the ſitoatia 
is fine, and the country all round very beautiful; 
but the air is extremely bad, and the Seraglio itſelf 
is not free from the ill effect of it. The town is (aid 
to be eight miles in compaſs, I ſuppoſe they reckot 
in the gardens, There are ſome good houſes in it, 
mean large ones; for the Aab dee of their py 


laces never makes any great ſhew. It is now ven le 
full of people ; but they are moſt of them ſuch u ſary, 
follow the court, or camp, and when they are re-Ml*v" 
moved, I am cold 'tis no populous city. The tine Log 
Maritza (anciently the Hebrus) on which it is fits enft 
ated, is dried up every ſummer, which contribute truſt 
very much to make it unwholeſome. It is now a vey trade 
pleaſant ſtream. There are two noble bridges boil: 
over it, I had the curiofity to go to fee the Exchang r 


 z:ade way fer me with as much .zeipeA, as 1f] ha 


baut as oranges and ſweer-meats are in our pla 


in my dreſs, which is diſguiſe ſufficient. Yet Io 
was not very eaſy when I ſaw 11 crowded with Jau 
zaries; but they dare not be rude to a woman, ant 


hderat 
them. 1 
bey o 
uimoſt 
lect ha 
bange 
Near 5. 
all of 
ceſſiy 
ered u 
bants 1 
eliten 
is, WI 


been in my own figure. It is baff a mile in lengtl 
the roof arched, and kept extremely neat. It hola 
thiee hundred and ſixty- ſi ve hops, furniſhed with 
dorts of rich goods expoſed in the ſame manner as! 
the New, Exchange in London, but the payement 
kept much neatex, and the ſhops are all fo ces 
they ſeem jull new painted. — Idle, people of all fon 
walk here for their diverfion, or amuſe themſcln 
with drinking coffee, or ſherbert, which is cried 


houſes. I obferved many of the rich tradeſmen vel 3 
Jews. That people are in incredible power in d 25 3 


bf 
1 


bi 
* 


b 


country, They have many privileges above 
the naturat Turks themſelves, and have for 
ed a very confiderable common-wealth here, bel 
judged by their own laws. They have drawn | 
whole trade of che Empire into their hands, part 
by the firm union among it themſelves, and partly 
the idle temper and want of induſtry in the Turks, 
Every Baſſa has his Jew, who is his“ 10 
| al 
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« faires ,” he is let into all his ſecrets, and does all 
bis buſineſs. No baryain is made, no bribe received, 


no merchandize diſpoled of, but what paſſes through: . 


their hands. | They are the phyſicians, the ſtewards, 
and the interpreters of all the great men. You may 
judge how advantageous this.is to a people who never 
fail to make uſe of the ſmalleſt advantage. The 
have found the ſecret of making themſelves ſo necei- 
ſary, that they are certain of the ptotection of. the 
court, whatever miniſtry is in power. Even the 
Engliſh, French, 'and Italian merchants, who are 
ſenſibje of their artifices, are, however, forced to, 
truſt their affairs to their negociation, nothing of 
wade being managed without them, and-the meaneſt. 
among(it them being too important to be diſobliged, 
face the whole body take care of his interetts with. 
u much vigcur as they would thoſe of. the moſt con- 
bderadie of, their members. There are many of 
dem vaſtly rich, bat they take care to make little 
bew of it; though they live in their houſes-in the 
uimoſt luxury and mag nificence. This copious ſub- 
ject has drawn me from my deſcription of ihe Ex- 
bange, founded by Ali Baſſa, whoſe name it bears. 
Near t is the Sherſki, a ſtreet of a mile in length, 
all of ſhops of all kind of fine merchandize, but. 
ceſhve dear, nothing being made here; It is co- 
ted with boards to keep out the rain,. that mer- 
wants may meet conveniently in all weathers. The 
elten near it, is aaother exchange, built upon pil- 


lutering every where with gold, rich embroidery 
 jewels,. it makes a very agreeable ſhew.—From 
Ms place I went in my Turkiſh coach, to the camp, 
ch is to move in a few days to the frontiers. Ire. 
tan is already gone to his tents, and all his court; 
appearance of them is indeed very magnificent. 
wie of the great men are rather like palaces than 
us, taking up a great compaſs of ground, and be- 
divided into a vaſt number of apartments. They 
all of green, and the Baffas of Three Tails, have 
| K 3 : thoſe: 


, where all forts of horſe furniture are fold. —- * 


gherſon. Every company of them is obliged, upon 


"thoſe enfigns of their power placed ib a very conf 


companies of trade in the Empire 3 the'nobler 15 
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cuous manner before their tents, which are adorned 
on the top with gilded balls, more or lefs according 
to their different rafiks, The ladies go in coaches tg 
ſee the camp, as eaperly as ours did to that of Hyde 
Park; but tis very eafy to bbſerve, that the ſoldies 

do not begin the campaign with any great chearfyl. 

neſs. The war 1s a general grievance upon the peo. 
ple, but particularly bard opon the. tradeſmen, nos 
that the-Grand Signior is reſolved to lead his armyin 


this occaſion, to make a preſent according to th 
ab lity. | OG. 85 1 7 fog 
I took the pains of riſing at fix in the morning u Ide 
ſee the ceremony, which did not however begin vl": 
eight, The Grand Signior was at the Seraglio win. then 
dow, to ſec the ptoceſſion, which paſſed through the blo, 
principal ſtreets. It was 'preceded by an Effend, arms 
mounted on a camel, richly furniſhed, reading al en 
the Alcoran, finely bound, laid upon a cuſhion. He 
was ſurrounded by a parcel of boys, in white, fing at | 
ing ſome verſes of it, followed by a man dreſſed is Ven 
green boughs. reprefenting a clean huſbandman ſow- sf 
jag ſ:ei. After him fevetat reapers with garland cs | 
of ears of corn, as Ceres is pictured, with ſcythes it Vo g 
their hands ſeeming to mow; Then a little m. 

_ chine drawn by onen, in which was a wind-mill, anz, 
boys employed in grinding corn, followed by anc "jp 
ther machine, drawn by buffaloes carrying an oven, ** 
and two more boys, one employed in kneading the N 
hread, and another in drawing it out of the oven. 5 pl 
Theſe boys threw little cakes on both ſides amonyt "Ry a 

he crowd, and were followed by the whole company 4 ay 
of bakers marching on foot, two by two, in thelf 10 ty 
beſt. clothes, with cakes, loaves, paſties and pies of . 
#11 ſorts on their heads, and after them two buffoons " tt 
or jack puddings, with their faces and clothes ſmes. falneſs 
ed with meal, who diverted the mob with ther? a8: > it 
tic geilyres. In the ſame manner followed all the * 


ſuc ; 
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ſoch as jewellers, mercers, &c.- finely mounted, and. 


many of the pageants that repreſent. their trades, per- 
kaly magnificent; _ which that of the Furriers. 
made one of the beſt figures, being a large ma- 
chine ſet round with the ſkins of ermines, foxes, &c. 

fo well ſtuffed, that the animals ſeemed to be alive, 

and followed by muſic and dancers, I believe they 

were, ppon the whole, twenty thouſand men, all 
ready, to follow bis Highneſs if he commanded them. 
The rear was Cloſed by the volunteers, who caine to 

beg the honour of dying ih his ſeivice. This part of. 
the ſhew ſeemed to me ſo barbarous, that I removed. 
from the window upon the firſt appearance of it,—. 
They were all naked to the middle. Some had their 


them. Others had them ſticking in their heads, the 
blood trick ling down their faces. Some (laſhed their 

arms with ſharp kaives, making the blood ſpring our. 
ypon thoſe that ſtood there; and tnis is looked upon 
as an expreſſion of their zeal for glory. Iam told, 
that ſome make uſe of it io advance their love; and, 
when» they are near the window, where their miſtreſs 
ſands (all the women in town being veiled to ſee 
this ſpectacle) they ſtick another arrow for ber ſake, 
who gives ſome ſign of approbation and encourage- 

ment to this gallantry.. The whole ſhew laſted. for 
dear, eight hours, to my great ſorrow, who was. 

deartily tired, though 1 was in the houſe. of the wi- 


ne with coffee, ſweat meats, ſherbet,. &c. with all 
pollible civility. 70 IT ! 
vent two days after to fee the Maſque of Sultan 
delim I. which is a building very well worth the cu- 
nolty of a traveller. IL was dreſſed in my Turkiſh, 
babit, and admitted without ſcruple ; thoygh I be- 
lere they gueſſed who I was, by the extreme offici- 
duſneſs of the door keeper, to ſhew me every part of 1 
Mt. It is ſituated very advantageoully in the midit of 
be city, and in the bigheſt part of it, making a 


* 
| 


arms pierced through with arrows left ſticking in 


do of the Captain Baſſa (Admiral) who refreſhed. _ 


um noble ſhe w. The firk court has four gates, _ e 
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Perſian carpets. In my opinion, it is a. great add 


inlaid, with ſuch very lively colours, in ſmall flo 


+ beſides which 1 do verily believe, there was at je 


very like an altar, raiſed two ſteps, covered with! 


2 ben a. ; 
: ö FS n * * 
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NS 8 
the innermoſt-three. They are both of them ſa 
rounded with: cloiſters, with marble pillars of f 
Ionic order finely poliſhed, and of very lively e 
lours; the whole pavement is of white marble, 
the roof of the cloiſters divided into ſeveral cupo 
or domes, headed witl gilt balls on the top. Ia 
midſt of each court are fine fountains of white my 
ble ; and before the grate of the Moſqze,. a- portig 
with green marble piilars, which has five gates, 
body of the Moſque being one prodigious dome. 
underſtand ſo little of architecture, I dare not pi 


tend to ſpeak of the proportions. . It ſeemed to Mora 
very regular; this I am ſure of, it is vaſtly hig 
and I thought the nobleſt building I ever ſaw. 


has two rows of marble galleries on pillars, ui 
marble baluſtres; the pavement is alſo covered wit 


tion to its beauty, that it is not divided into pes 
and encumbered - with forms and benches like ot 
churches ; nor the pillars (which are-moſt. of the erma 
red and white marble) disfigured by the little tw 
dry images and pictures, that give Roman Catholi 
churches the air of toy ſhops. The walls ſeem toi 


ers, that I could not imagine what ſtones bad 
made uſe of. But going near, I ſaw they were cril 
ed with japan china, which has a very beautifol 

fet. In the midſt hung a vaſt lamp of ſilver gil 


two thouſand of a leſſer fize. This muſt look eat e 
glorious when they are all lighted; but being es au 
night, no women are ſuffered to enter, Under il not 
large lamp is a great pulpit of carved wood gilt, s ſons 
Juſt by, a fountain to waſh, which you know is rin 
eſſential part of their devotion. In one corner um t. 
little gallery encloſed with gilded lattices for 


brocade, and ſtanding before it two filver gilt case 
fiicks, the height of a-man, and in them whie ® 


* 
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adles as thick as a man's wriſt, The outfide of the 
oſgue is adorned with towers vaſlly high, gilt on 
top, from whence the Imaums call the people to 
ayers. I had-the curioſity ro go up one of them, 
hich js contrived fo artfully, as to give ſurprize to 
| that ſee it. There is but one door, which leads 
three different ſtair caſes, going to the three ſtories. 
the tower, in ſuch a manner, that three prieſts 
y aſcend, rounding, without ever meeting each 
der; a contrivance very mach admired. Behind 
Moſque is an Exchange full of ſhops, where. 
por artihcers are lodged gratis. I ſaw ſeveral Der- 
ſes at their pravers here. They are dreſſed in a. 
in piece of woollen, with their arms bare, and a. 
ollen cap on their heads, like a high crowned hat. 
hoot brims, I went to ſee. ſome other Moſques, 
Alt much after the ſame manner, but not compa» 
ble, in point of magnificence, to this, I have de- 
nbed, which is infinitely beyond any church in 
ermany or England; | won't talk of other coun- 
ies K have not ſeen. The Seraglio does not ſeem a. 
magnificent palace. But the gardens are very 
ge, plentifully ſupplied with water, and full of 
; which is all 1 know of them, having never 
en in them, 
| tell you nothing of the order of Mr. W 7. 
try, and his audience. Theſe things are always 
e ſame, and have been ſo often deſcribed, I won't 
able you with the repetition. The young Prince, 
out eleven years old, fits near his father when he 
res audience ; he is a handſome boy, but probably 
ill not immediately ſucceed the Sultan, there being 
d ſons of Sultan Mus rar HA (his eldeſt brother). 
maining ; taz eldeit about twenty years old, on 
dom the hopes of the people are fixed. This reign 
$ beea bloody and avaritious. I am apt to believe. 


, . Your's, &c. &c. 
. > I wil write to you again from Conſtan- 
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are very impatient to ſee the end of it. lam, - 
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LETTER XXXV.. 
© 4. To the Abbot —.. 


CAT ER EG _ Conſtantinople, May 29, O. 
HAVE had the advantage of very fine weather a 

I my journey, and as the ſummer is now in jy 

beauty, I enjoyed the pleaſure of ſine proſpects; an 

the meadows being full of all ſorts of garden flowe: 

and ſweet herbs, my berlin perfumed the air az} 

preſſed them, The Grand Signior furniſhed us uit 
thirty covered waggons for our baggage, and f 

Coaches of the country for my women. We foun 
the road full of the great Spahis and their equipag 

coming out of Aſia to the war. They always trat 

with ents ;, but I choſe to lie in houſes all the wa 

t will not tronble you with the names of the villa 

we paſled, in which there was nothing remarkable 

but at Ciorlei, where there was à Conac, or litt 
Seraglio, built for the uſe of the Grand Signie 

when he goes this road, 1 had the curioſity to vie 

all the apartthents deſtin'd for abe ladies of his cou 

They were in the midſt of a thick grove of tree 

made freſh by fountains: but I was moſt ſorprizedy 

ſee the walls almoſt covered with little diſlichs « 

Turkiſh verſe, writ with pencils. I made my inte 

» - Preter explain them to me, and I found 'ſeveral ( 

them very well turned; though I eaſily delieve 

him, that they had Joſt much of their beauty in ii 
tranſlation. One was literally thus in Engliſh: 


Ve come into this world ; aue lodęe and we depart ; 
He never goes that lodg d witirin my heart. 


The reſt of our journey was through fine paint 
meadows, by the üde of the ſea of Marmora, ! 
ancient Propontis. We lay the next night at Sel 
rea, ancieptly a noble town,—lt is now a good i 
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ort, and neatly built enough, and has: a bridge of 
jirry-two arches, Here is a famous ancient Greek 
hurch.-l had given one of my coaches to a Greek 
iy, who defired the conveniency of travelling with 
je; ſhe deſigned to pay her devotions, and I was 
ad of the opportunity of going with her. I found 
an ill built edifice, ſet out with the fame ſort, of 
maments, but leſs rich, as the Roman Cathblic 
urches, ' They ſhewed me a ſaint's body, where I 
brew a piece „f money; and a picture of the Virgin 
ary, drawn by the hand of St. Luke, very little to 
he credit of his painting; but, however, the fineſt 
ladona of Italy is not more famous for her mira- 
ſes. The Greeks have a monſtrous taſte in their 
ures, which, for more finery, are always drawn 
pon a'gold' ground. You may imagine what a 
od air this has; but they have no notion either of 
lade or proportion. They have - biſhop here, who 
iciated in his purple robe, and ſent me a candle al- 
olt as big as my ſelf for a preſent, when I was at my 
King, We lay that night at a town called Bujuk 
kmepe;. or Great Bridge; and the night follow- 
gat Kujuk Cekmege, or Little Bridge, in a very 
aſant lodging, formerly a monaſtery of Derviſes, 
ung before it a large covrt, encompaſſed with 
uble cloiſters, with a good fountain in the middle, 
ie proſpe& from this place, and the gardens round 
s the 'moſt agreeable I have ſeen; and ſhews, 
| monks of all religions know how to chuſe their 
Wements, *Tis now belonging to a Hogia, or 
ol-maſter, who teaches boys here. I aſked him 
hew me his own. apartment, and was ſurprized to 
dim point to a tall cypreſs tree in the garden, on 
top of which was a place for a bed for himſelf, 
lalittle lower, one for his wife and two children, 
[lept there every night. I was ſo much diverted . 
u the fancy, 1 reſolved to examine bis neſt nearer, 
ifter going up bfty ſteps, 1 found I had ſtill fifty 
$2 up, and then I mult climb from branch to 
ks branch, 
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A A ceftain French author ſays,” Conſtantinople 


pulchres of particular families are railed in, 


s 
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branch, with ſome hazard of my neck, I thauy 
it therefore the beſt way to come down again. 
We arrived the next day at Cenſtantinople; by 
can yet tell you very little of it, all my time | 
ving been taken up with receiving vifits, which 
at leaſt, a very good entertainment to the eyes, 
young women being all beauties, and their ben 
highly improved by the high taſte of their dreſ. 
Dor palace is in Pera, which is no more a ſuburb 
Conſtantinople, than Weſtminſter id a ſuburb 
London. All the Ambaſſadors are lodged very ne 
each other. One part of our houſe: ſhews us 
Port, the City, and the Seraglio, and the dif 
hills of Aſia; perhaps, all together, the moſt bes 
tiful proſpect in the world, .-- | 


twice as big as Paris. Mr. Wa=—y: ts unwilling 
own *t1s bigger than London, though I confeks 
appears to me to be ſo; but I don't believe 
ſo populous, ' The butying fields about it; are 
.tainly much larger than the whole city, is 
pines what a vaſt deal of land is Joſt this way 

Turkey. Sometimes I have ſeen durying places 
ſeveral miles, belonging to, very inconiiderable! 
lages, which were formerly great towns, and ret 
no other mark of their ancient grandeur, than 
diſmal one. On no occaſion do they ever remort 
ſtone that ſerves for a monument. Some of then 
coſtly enough, being of very fine marble. They 
up a pillar with a carved'turbant on the top of it 
the memory of a man; and as the turbants, by f 
different ſhapes, Ihew the quality or profeſſion, 
in a manner putting up the arms of the deceaſed 
Beſides, the pillar commonly bears an inſcriptiot 
gold letters. The ladies have a fimple pillar, 
out ornament, except thoſe that die unmarried, | 
have a rofe on the top of their monument. Th 


planted round with trees. Thoſe of the 80 


* 
j 
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and ſome great men, have lamps conſtantly burning 
io them. + + | 
When I ſpoke of their religion. 1 forgot to men- 
ion two particularities, one of which I bad read of, 
ot it ſeemed ſo odd to me, I could not believe it; 
yet "tis certainly true; that when a man has divor- 
ed his wife, in the moſt ſolema manner, he can 
take her again upon no other terms, than permitting 
mother man to paſs a night with her; and there are 
ome examples of thoſe, who have ſubmitted to this 
he, rather than not have back their beloved. The 
ther point of doQrine is very extraordinary. Any 
oman that dies unmarried, is looked apon to die in 
tate of rzprobation. To confirm this belief, they 
eiſon, that the end of the creation of woman, is to 
(creaſe and multiply, and that ſhe is only properly 
nployed in the works of her calling, when ſhe is 
ingiag forth children, or taking care of them, 
bich are All che virtues that God expects from her. 
and indeed their way of life, which ſhats them out * 
fall public commerce, does not permit them any 
ther. —Our vulgar notion, that they don't own wo- 
en to have any ſouls, is a miſtake. Tis true they 
J. they are not of ſo elevated a kind, and therefore 
boſt not hope to be admitted into the Paradiſe ap- 
vinted for the men, who #re to be entertained b 
tleſtial beauties. But there is a place of happincla 
Refined for fouls of the inferior order, where all 
pod women are to be in eternal bliſs, Many of 


bes ten days, for fear of dying in the reprobate 
tte of a uſelefs creature. But thoſe that like their 
derty, and are not ſlaves to their religion, content 
temſelves with marrying when they are afraid of dy- 
. This is a piece of theology very different from 
uit which teaches nothing to be more acceptable to 
", than a vow of perpetual virginity : which di- 
iy is moſt rational, | leave you to determine. 

I have already made fome progreſs in a collection 
Greek medals. Here are ſeveral profeſſed anti- 
n L quaries 


em are very ſuperſtitious, and will not remain wi- 
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quaries, who are ready to ſerve any body that deſn 
them. But you cannot imagine how they ſtare 
my ſace, when I enquire about them, as if nobod 
wWas permitted to ſeek after medals, till they were 
grown a piece of antiquity themſelves, | I have pot 
ſome very valuable ones of the Macedonian Kings, 
particularly one of PrxsEUs, fo lively, I fancy Ic 
fee all his ill qualities in his face. I have a Porphyn 
head finely cut, of the true Greek ſculpture; but 
who it repreſents, is to be gueſſed at by the lea 
-when I return. For you are not to ſuppoſe thek 
antiquaries (who are all Greeks) know any thing 
Their trade is only to ſell ; they have-correfponde: 
at Aleppe, Grand Cairo, in Arabia and Paleſtine 
who ſend them all they can find, and very often gi 
| heaps, that are only fit to melt into pans and keitle 
They get the beſt price they can for any of thaw 
. without knowing thcſerthat are valuable, from thok 
rhat are not. Thoſe that pretend to kill, genen 
fend out the image of ſome Saint in the medalse 
the Greck cities. One of them, ſhewing me ü 
Fgvore of a Palias, with a victory in her hand on 
reverſe, aſſured me, it was the Virgin holding ac 
.cihx. The ſawe.man offered me the head of 28 
Crates, on a Sardonix; and, to enhance the valut 
gave him the title of Saint Auguſtin. I bave be 
ſpoke a mummy, Which, 1:hope, will come faſe! 
my hands, notwithſtanding the misfortune that bel 
a very fine one, deſigned for the King of Sweo 
He gave à great price for it, and the Turks took 
into their heads, that he muſt have ſome conſidenb 
project depending upon it. They fancied it the bo 
of God knows who, and that the ſtate of their et 
pire myſtically depended on the conſervation of! 
Some old prophecies were remembered upon this 
cafion, and the mummy committed prifoner tothe 
ven Towers, where it has remained under cloſe co 
finement ever fince. I dare not try my intereſt in 
conſiderable a point, as the releaſe of it; but 1 
mine will paſs without examination.—! canal Þ 
no 
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thing-more at preſent of this famous city. Whea 
haye looked a little about me, you ſhall hear from 
again, I am, Sir, 5 LEY 

*  . Yours, & c. & c. 


{Ex or THE FinsT VoLuwus.] 


F 
| To Mr. Pope. 


Belgrade Village, June 17, O:S. 
HOPE, before this time, you have received to 
or three of my letters. I had your's but yeſterday, 
ough dated the third of February, in which you 
proſe me to be dead and buried. I have already 
you know that I am. ſtill alive; but to ſay truth, 
bok upon my preſent circumſtances to be exactly 
ſame with thoſe of departed ſpirits, The heats 
Conſtantinople have driven. me- to this place, 
ich perfeQly anſwers the deſcription of the Ely- 
fields, I am in the middle of a wood, conſiſting 
elly of fruit trees, watered by a vaſt number of 
tans, famous for the excellency of the water, 
[divided into many ſhady walks, upon ſhort graſs, 
it ſeems to me artificial ; but, Ll am aſſured, is the 
of nature—within view of the Black Sea, from 
hence we perpetually enjoy the refreſhment of 
dreezes, that make us inſenſible of the heat of 
ſummer, | The village is only inhabited by the 
ml amongſt the Chiatttans, who: meet every night 
ifountain, forty paces from my houſe, to ſing and 
*. The beauty and dreſs of the women, exactly 
able the ideas of the ancient nymphs, as they are 
by the repreſentations of the poets and paint- 
But what perſuades me more fully of my de- 
in the ſituation of my own mind, the profound 
mace I am in, of what paſſes among the living 
L 2 | {which 
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(which only comes to me by chance) and the great 
calmneſs with which I receive it. Yet ! have ills 
hankering after my friends and acquaintances left in 
the world, according to the authority of that adai- 
rable author, : 


„Fat e deparned are <veudien; Bad 
70 friends and relations left behind, * 
Which nobody can dim. 


Of which ſolid truth I am a dead inſtance. | thin 
Virgil is of the fame opinion, that in human ſouls 
2 will be ſtill ſome remains of the human pal. 
ions: 


Cure non ip/e in morte relinquunt. 


And 'tis very neceſſary to make a perfect Elyſium 
that there thould be à river Lethe, which I amno 
fo happy #9 to find, To. ſay truth, 1 am ſometime 
weary ot the ſinging and dancing, and ſunſhine, an 
wiſh for the ſmoke and impertmences in which yo 
tail; tho' 1 endeavour to perſuade myſelf that I l 
in more -agreeable variety than you do; and tl 
Monday, ſetting of partridges.; Tueſday, readi 
Engliſh ; Wedneſday, ftudying in the Turkiſh | 
guaze, (in which, by the way, I am already ve 
leacned ;) Thu: ſdav, claſſical authors; Friday, {pt 
in writing ; Saturday, at my needle, and Sundy 
admitting of viſits and hearing of muſic, is a belt 
way of diſpoling of the week, than Monday at d 
drawing room; Tueſday, Lady Mchun's ; Wed 
neſday, at the opera; Thurſday, the play; Fric 

/ Mrs. Chetwynd's, &c. a perpetual round of hear 
the ſame ſcandal, and ſeeing the ſame follies 20 
over and oyer, which here affect me no more i 
they do other dead people. I can now hear 4 
diſpleaſing things with pity and without indigoand 
The reflection on the great gulph between you Þ 
me, cools all news that comes hither, I can beit 
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+ ſenſibly touched with joy or grief, when x conſi- 
br that, poſſibly, the cauſe' of either is removed, 
gore the letter comes to my hands. But (as I ſaid 
efore) this indolence. does not extend to my few 
nendſhip's 3 | am ſtill warmly ſenfible of yours and 
r. Congreve's, and deſire to live in your remem- 
ance, though dead to all the world beũde. 

| WP, | Jam, &c, &. 


LETTER XXXVH. 
To the Lady ———, 


\ Belgrade Village, June 17, O.S. 
THEARTILY beg your ladyſhip's pardon; but I 
L really could not for bear laughing heartily at your 
ter, and the commiſſions you are pleafed to honour 
e with, You defire me to buy you a Greek ſlave, 
to is to be miſtreſs of a thouſand good qualities. 
lie Greeks are ſubjects, and not flaves. Thoſe 
ne to be bought in that manner, are either ſuch 

þ are taken in war, or ſtolen by the Tartars, from 
ſia, Cireaſſia or Georgia, and ate ſuch miſerable 
Award poor wretches, you would not think any 
them worthy to be your houſe- maids. Tis true, 
it many thouſands were taken in the Morea ; but 


— have been moſt of them redeemed by the cha- 
er able contributions of the Chriſtians, or ran ſomed 
it th their own relations at Venice. The fine ſlaves, 


at wait upon the great ladies, or ſerve the plea- 
tes of the great men, are all bought at the age of 
git or nine years old, and educated with great care 
baccompliſh them in ſinging, dancing, embroidery, 


= 8 = are commonly C ircaſſians, and their patrons 
ar err fell them, except it is as a puniſhment for 


me very great fault. If ever they grow. weary of 
dem, they either preſent them to a friend, or give 
W their freedom. Thoſe that are expoſed to ſale 
L 3 2M 


r 
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- at the markets, are always either guilty of ſons quo 

| crime, or ſo entirely worthleſs, that they are of no ule nen 
(- at ail, I am atraid you will doubt the truth of this pere 
| account, Which, I own, is very different from our born 
common notions in England; but it is no leſs truth WM dou 

for all that.—Your whole letter is full of miltake i, 

from one end to the other. I ſee you have take oy 

your ideas of Turkey from that worthy author Du. pain 

mont, who has writ with equal ignorance and conf. nd 

dence, *Tis a particular pleaſure to me here, u ele 

read the voyages to the Levant, which are generally Wl plea 

ſo far removed from truth, and ſo full of abſurdiiies, WM that 

am very well diverted with them. They never fal Ges 

giving you an account of the women, whom, ' Wl one 

certain they never ſaw, and talking very wiſely off is a 

the men, into whoſe company they are never admit beet 

ted; and very often deſcribe Moſques, which they net 

dared not even peep into, The Turks are very cre: 

proud, and will not converſe: with -a ſtranger, they Wl em 

are not aſſured is conſiderable in his own country, [WM nt 

ſpeak of the men of diſtinction; for, as to the ordi · ¶ fait 

nary fellows, you may imagine what ideas their con - lad) 
verſation can give of the general genius of the people. Wl jet 

. As to the balm of Mecca, I will certainly (end WW he 
you ſome ; bat it is not fo ealily got as you ſuppole WM trut 

it, and | cannot in conſcience adviſe you to make ue at |; 

of it. I know how it comes to have ſuch univerlal MM the: 
applauſe. All the ladies of my acquaintance at Lon-WF her, 

don and Vienna, have begged me to ſend pots of it tan 

to them. [ have had a preſent of a ſmall quantii BF war 

(which l' affure you is very valuable) of the beſ wit 

ſrt, and with great joy applied it to my face, ex- not 

pecting ſome wondertul effect to my advantage. The WM mar 

next morning the change indeed was wonderful; MB my 

face was ſwelled to a very extraordinary ſize, and a ſaid 

over as red as my Lady H 's. It remained ia he 

this lamentable ſtate three days, during which jo the 

may be ſure I paſſed my time very ill, 1 believe "WF nr 

would never be otherwiſe ; and to add to my mot ene 


„cation, Mr, W— y reproached my. ind: ſcreue 
| without 
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vithout ceaſing. However, my face is ſince in fats 
jw; nay, I'm told by the ladies here, that "tis much. 
nended by the operation, which | confeſs I cad aot 
perceive in my looking glaſs, Indeed, if one was to 
form an opinion of this balm from their faces, one 
fhoald think very well of it. They all make uſe of 
it, and have the lovelieſt bloom in the world. For 
ny putt, I never intend to endure the pain of it a- 
gain; let my complexion take its natural courſe, 
and decay in its own due time. I have very little 
deem for medicines of this nature; but do as you] 
pleaſe, Madam ; only remember, before you uſe it, 
that your face will not be ſuch as you will care to 
ſew in the drawing-room for ſome days after. If 
me was to believe the women in this country, there 
is aſurer way of making one's ſelf beloved, than by 
becoming handſome, though you know that's our , 
method. But they pretend to the knowledge of ſe- 
crets, that dy way of enchantment, give them entice 
empire over whom they pleaſe For me, who am 
not very apt to believe in wonders,. I cannot find 
faith for this. I diſputed the point laſt night with a 
lady, who really talks very ſenſibly on any other ſub. 


he did not perceive ſhe had perſuaded me of the 
truth of forty ſtories ſhe told me of this kind; and, 
at lat, mentioned ſeveral ridiculous marriages, that 
there could be no other reaſon aſſigned for. 1 aſſured 
der, that in England, where we were entirely igno- 


varm, nor the wemana half ſo handſome, we were not 
without our ridiculous marriages; and that we did 
not look upon it as any thing ſupernatural, when a 
man played the fool for the fake of a woman. Bug 
my arguments could not conviace her againſt (as the 
ſaid) her certtin, knowledge, To this ſhe added, that 
ſhe ſcrupled making uſe of charms herſelf; but that 
he could do it whenever ſte pleaſed ; and ſtaring me 
m my face, ſaid, (with a very learned air) that no 
enchantments would have their effects upon me, and 
n ö that 


jet ; but ſhe was downright angry with me, in that 


rant of all magic, where the climate is not half ſo 
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That there were ſome people enempt from their poy. 
er, but very few. You may imagine ho. 1 laughed 
- -at this diſcourſe : but all the women are of the ſane 
opinion.— They don't pretend. to any commerce with 
the devil, but only that there are certain com poſition 
adapted to inſpire love. If one could ſend aver x 
ſhip-load of them, I fancy it would be a very quick 
way of raiſing an eſtace, What would not ſome la. 
dies of our acquaintance give for ſuch merchandizs! 
Adieu, my dear lady I cannot conclude my letta 

with a ſubject that affords more delightful ſcenes tg 
the imagination. I leave you to figure to yourſelf, 
the extreme court that will be made to me at my re- 
turn, if my travels ſhould furniſh me with ſuch a 
uſeful piece of learning, I am, dear Madam, 
of | "Yours, &c. &.. 


LETTER XXxxXVIII. 


| Pera of Conſtantinople, Jan. 4, O. .d 1 
AM infuitely obliged to you, dear Mrs. T—jf, 
1 for your entertaining letter. You are the only ry 
one of my correſpondents that have judged right. 


enough, to think 1 would gladly be informed of th 
news amongſt you. All-the reſt of them tell me (a- 
moſt in the ſame words) that they ſuppoſe I knov 
every thing. Why they are pleaſed to ſuppoſe it 
this manner, I can gueſs no reaſon, except they as 
perſuaded that the breed of Mahomet's pigeoa lil 
fubfilts in this country, and that I receive ſupernatl 
ral intelligence. I wiſh I could return your g 
neſs with ſome diverting accounts from hence. But! 
know not what part of the ſcenes here would gra 
your curiofity, or whether you have any curioſity # 
all, for things ſo far diſtant. . To ſay the truil, 
am, at -this preſent writing, not very much tue 


- 
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r the tecollection of what is diverting, my bead 
ing wholly filled with the preparations neceſſary 
jr the increate of my family, which 1 expect every 
xy, You may ealily gueſs at my uneaſy fituation. 
ut I am, however, comforted in fome degree, by 


A glory that aecrues to me from it, and a reflection 
F Wa the contempt | ſhould otherwiſe fall under. —Youu 
wa on't know what to make of this ſpeech ; bur, in 


is country 'tis more deipicable to be married and 
t fru1tful, than 'tis with us to be fruitful before 
arriage. They have a notion, that whenever a 
qman leaves off bringing forth children, 'tis be- 
znic ſhe is too old for that buſineſs, whatever ber 
ace ſays io the contrary. This opinion makes tbe 
wies here {0 ready to make proofs of their youth, 
«hich is as neceſſary in order to be a received beau- 
j, 25 it is to ſhew the proofs of nobility, to be ad- 
ritied Knights of Malta) that they do not content 
hemſeivzs with ufing the natural means, but fly to 
1 ſorts of quackeries to avoid the ſcandal of being 
aſt chiid- bearing, and often kill themſelves by 
lem. Without any exaggeration, all the women 
my acquaintance have twelve or thirteen children; 
id the oid ones boaſt of having had five and twenty 
u thirty a · piece, and are reſpected according to the 
imber they have produced. — When they are witn 
ld, *tis their common expreſſion to ſay, They 
ope God will be ſo meiciful as io ſend them 
„o this time 3 and when I have aſked them ſome- 
mes, how they expected to provide for ſuch a flock 
they deſire? they anſwer, that the plague will 
taimly kill half of them; which indeed, generally 
appens without much concern to the parents, who 
elatisfied with the vanity of having brought forth 
d plentifully, The French Ambaſſadreſs is forced 
„comply with this faſhion as well as myſelf. She 
„ not been here much above a year, and has lain 
once, and is big again, What is moſt wonderful, 
the exe mption they ſeem to enjoy from the curſe 
Maied on the ſex. They lee all company on the 


day 


R ſee their bouſes burn with great philoſophy, their 
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day of their delivery, and at the fortnight's end re, 
turn-viſits, ſet out in their jewels and new. clothes. 
1 wiſh I may find the influence af the climate in this 
particular, But I fear | ſhall contiaue an Engliſt 
woman in that affair, as well as 1 do in my dread of 
fire and plague, which are two things very little fear. 
ed here. Moſt families have had their houſes burnt 
down once or twice, occaſioned by their 'extraordi. 
nary way of warming themfelves, which is neither 
by chimnies nor ſtoves, but by a certain machine 
called a Tendour, the height of two feet, in the 
form of a table, covered with a fine. carpet or em. 
broidery. This is made only of wood, and they put 
into it a ſmall quantity of hot afhes, and fit with 
their legs under the carpet, At this table they work, 
read, and, very often, fleep; and if they chance u 
dream, kick down the. Tendour, and the hot aſhes 
commonly ſet the houſe: on fire. There were five 
hundred houſes burnt in this manner about a fort- 
night ago, and I have ſeen ſeveral of the owners 
fiace, who ſeem not at all moved at ſo common: 
mis fortune. They put their goods into a Bark, and 


perſons, being very ſeldom. endangered, having 10 
ſtairs to deſcend, 5 5 5 | 
But having entertained you with things I don't 
like, tis but juſt I ſhould: tell you ſamethivg that 
pleaſes me. The climate is delightful. in the ex- 
tremeſt degree. I am now fitting, this preſent fourth 
of January, with the windows open, enjoying -the 
warm ſhineof the ſun, while you. are freezing over 3 
ſad ſea-coal fire; and my chamber is ſet out with 
carnations, roſes, and jonquils, freſh from my gar- 
den, I am alſo charmed witty many points of the 
Turkiſh law, to our ſhame be it ipoken, better de- 
figned, and better executed than ours; particularlſ, 
the puniſhment of convicted liars (triumphant crimi- 
nals in our country, God knows :) they are burt in 
the forehead with a hot iron, when they are proved 
the authors of any notorious fal ſehoods. How = 


\ 
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© ie gentlemen would be forced to wear their wigs as 
s their eye- brows, were this law in practice with 
„ Tſhould go on to tell you many other parts of 
alice, but I muſt ſend for my midwife, 


: LETTER XXXIX. > 
ie . 2 
4 | To the Counteſs of —. | 
*. Pera of Conſtantinople, March 10, O.. 
Lys HAVE not written to you, dear filter, thefe 


many months —a great piece of ſelf denial, But L 


ork, ow not where to direct, or what part of the world 
pe more in. I have received no letter from you ſince 
* at ſhort note of April laſt, in which you tell me 
foro ate on the point of leaving England, and 
* vmiſe me a direction for the place you ſtay in; but 


hare, in vain, expected it till now, and now I only 
arm from the Gazette, that you ate returned, which 
duces me to venture this letter to your houſe at 
ondem, I had rather ten of my letters fhould be 
, than you imagine I don't write; and I think it 
hard fortune, if one in ten don't reach you. How- 
er, J am reſolved to keep the copies, as teſtimo- 
6 of my inclination to give you, to the vtmoſt of 


dur power, all the diverting part of my travels, 
ile you are exempt from all the fatigues and in- 
g we niencies | | 


In the firſt place then, I wiſh you joy of your 
ce; for I was brought to- bed of a daughter * five 
the ago. I] don't mention this as one of my di- 
tine adventures; tho' I muſt own, that it is not 


wm { ſo mortifying here as in England; there being 
i doch difference, as there is between a little cold 


lie head, which ſometimes happens here, and the 
The preſent Counteſs of Bute, 


con- 
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confumption coughs ſo common in London... 
body keeps their houſe a month for lying in ; and 
am not ſo fond of any of our cuſtoms, as to re 
them when they are not neceſſary. I returned n 
, viſits at three weeks end, and about four days x 


croſſed the ſea which divides this place from Con! 
tinople, to make a new one, where I had the gol"! 
fortune to pick up many curioſities.” I went to (WR 


the Sultana Hafiten, favourite of the late Emp 
Muſtapha, who, you know, (or perhaps you dot 
know) was depoſed by his brother, the reigning $1 
tan, and died a few weeks aſter, being poiſoned, 
it was generally believed. This lady was immet 
ately after his death, ſaluted with an abfolute ori 
to leave the Seraglio, and chooſe herfelf. a: huſha 
among the great men at the Porte. I ſuppoſe'y 
may imagine her overjoyed at this propolal.-Qu 
the contrary. Theſe who are called and eter 
_ themſelves Queens, look upon this liberty as t 
greateſt diſgrace and affront that can happen tothe 
She threw herſelf at the Sultan's feet, and begy 
him to poignard ber, rather than uſe his broth 
widow with that contempt. She repreſented to hi 
in agonies of ſorrow, that ſhe was privileged ft 
this misfortune, by having brought fve princes! 
ide Ottoman family; bat all the hovs being de 
and only one girl farviving, this excuſe was not ers 
ceived, and the was compelled to make her cho 
She choſe Bekir Kffendi, then ſecretary of ſtate, 
a hove four-ſcore years old, to convince the we 
that ſhe firmly intended to keep the vow ſhe 1 
made, of never ſuffering a ſecond huſband to WP com 
proach her bed; and fince the muſt bononr ſome e 
JeR ſo far to be called his, ſhe would chooſe him rod 
a mark of her gratitude, fince it was he that lit & 
2 her, at che age of ten years,, to her laſt Non 
at ſhe never permitted bim to pay her one"! 
tho? it is now fifteen years ſhe has been in his hol 
where ſhe paſſes her time in uninterrupted mourn 


with a conſtancy very little known in cn 
E 0 
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thecially in a widow of one and twenty, for ſhe is 
ww but'thirty-fix.” She has no black Eunuchs for 
her guard, her huſband being obliged to reſpect her 


ey a Queen, and not to enquire as all into what is 
ie in her apartment. 2 
alt [ was led into a large room, with a ſofa the whole 


Ineth of it, adorned with white marble pillars fike 
Ruelle, covered with pale blue figured velvet, on a 
rer ground, with cuſhions of the ſame, where I 


to! 
ND 


don defired to repoſe till the Sultana appeared, who 
o Sul! contrived this manner of 'Teception to avoid ri- 
ed, Ng gp at my entrance, though the made me an in- 
mei lation of her head when I roſe up to her. I was 
e or ery glad to obſerve a lady that had been diſtinguiſh- 
old by the favour of an emperor, to whom beauties 
ſe ere, every day, preſented from all parts of the 
-d. Bat ſhe did not ſeem to me, to have erer 
elle en half ſo beautiful as the fair Fatima [ ſaw at 
as rianopſe; though ſhe had the remains of a fine 
o the e, more decayed by forrow than time. Bat her 


was ſomething ſo ſurprizingly rich, that I can- 
it forbear deſcribing it to you. She wore a veſt, 
Wed Dualma,. which differs from a Caftan by lon- 
fr {lceves, and folding over at the bottom. It was 
ces i purple cloth, ſtrait to her ſhape, and thick ſet, on 
ich fide down to ber feet and round the ſleeves, with 
not errls of the beſt water, of the ſame ſize as their but- 
cho d commonly are. You muſt not ſuppoſe that [ 

m as large as thoſe of my Lord , but about 
> woe bigneſs of a pea; and to theſe buttons, large 
"ps of diamonds, in the form of thoſe gold loops, 


common on birth-day coats. The habit was tied 
me [WP the waiſt, with two large taſſels of ſmaller pearls, 
him round the arms embroidered with large diamonds. 
hat e ſhift was faſtened at the bottom, with a great 


ond, ſhaped like a lozenge ; her girdle as broad 
ne VI the broadeſt Engliſh ribband, entirely covered. 


is ho diamonds. Round ber neck ſhe wore three 
urn ns, wnich reached to her knees; one of large 
ftend Wl, at the bottom of which hung a fine coloured 
I. N. II. ; M emerald, 
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emerald, as big as a turkey - egg; another, conſiſtia e 
of two Hundred emeralds, cloſe joined together, g 
the moſt lively green, perfectly matched, every on 
as large as a half, crown piece, and as thick as thre 
crown pieces, and another of ſmall. emeralds, pe 
- feftly round. Bat her ear-rings eclipſed all the ret 
They were two.diamonds ſhaped exactly like pearl, 
as large as a big hazle nut. Round her Talpoche f 
had four ſtrings of pearl the whiteſt and moſt yer 
fect in the world, at leaſt enough to make four neck 
laces, every one as large as the Ducheſs of Marl 
borough's, and of the ſame ſhape, faſtened with ty 
roſes, conſiſting of a large ruby for the middle ſtone 
and round them twenty drops of clean diamonds t 
each. Beſides this, her head-dreſs was covered wil 
bodkins of emeralds and diamonds, She ware lun 
diamond bracelets, and had five rings on her finge 
(except Mr. Pitt's) the largeſt I ever ſa in my lift 
* Fis for jewellers to compute the value of thel 
things; but, according to the common eſtimation 
jewels in our part of the world, her whole dreſs mu 
be worth a hundred thouſand pounds ſterling. Th 
I am ſure of, that no European Queen has balf t 
2 and the Empreſs's jeweis, though ve 
ne, would look very mean near hers. She gave 
a dinner of fifty diſhes of meat, which (after the 
faſhion) were placed on the table but one at a tim 
and was extremely tedious. But the magnincence{ 
her table anſwered very well to that. of her ore 
The knives were of gold, and the bafts ſet with di 
monds. But the piece of luxury which grieved 
eyes, was the table cloth and napkins, which we 
all tiffany embroidered with gold, in the fivelt mz 
ner, in natural flowers. It N the utmoſt! 
gret that I made uſe of theſe coſtly napkins, wi 
were as-finely wrought as the fineſt handkerch't 
that ever came out of this country. You may 
ſure, that they were entirely ſpoiled before dion 
- was over. The ſherbet (which is theviiquor t 


drink ac meals) was ſerved in china bowls ; but! 
3 8 co! 


if 


* 4 
e 


lr 39% L E T T 2 R 5. 1223 


39. | 
nin orers and ſalvers maſſy gold. After dinner, water 
t, e brought in gold baſons, and towels of the ſame 


nad, which 1 very unwillingly wiped my hands 
won, and coffee was ſerved in china with gold 
pucoups®. a | 
The Sultana ſeemed in a very good humour, and 
ulked to me with the utmolt civility. I did not 
mit this opportunity of learning all that I poſſibly 
ould of the Seraglio, which is fo entirely unknown 
pong it us. She "aſſured me that the ſlory of the 
bultan's throwing a handkerchief is altogether fabu- 
bus; and the manner, upon that occalion, no other 
han this: He. ſends the Kyſlir Aga, ro fignity tothe 
hdy the honour he intends her. She is immediately 
pmplimented upon it by the others, and led to the. 
duh, Where ſhe is perfumed and dreſſed in the moſt 
bapnificent and becoming manner. The Emperor 
wecedes his viſit by a royal preſent, and then comes 
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theo her apartment: neither is there any ſuch thing 
100 ber creeping in at the bed's foot. dhe ſaid, that 
« mu firſt he made choice of, was always after the firſt 
ThE rank, and not the mother of the eldeſt ſon, as o- 


ber writers would make us believe. Sometimes the 
Witan diverts himſelf in the company of all his ladies 
do ſtand ia a circle round him. And ſhe confeſſed, 
ey were ready to die with envy and jealouſy of the 
py ſhe, that he diitinguiſhed by any appearance 
| preference... But this ſeemed to ne neither better 
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dre! worſe than the circles in moſt coorts, where the 
ch di lance ct the monatch is watched, and every ſmile is 
ed ed for with impatience, andenvied by thoſe who» 


not obtain it. | «7 

die never mentioned the Sultan without tears in 
beyes, yet ſhe ſeemed very fond of the diſcourie., 
My paſt happineſs, ſaid ſhe, appears a dream to 
me. Yet I cannot forget that 1 was beloved by 
he preateſt and | moſt lovely of mankind, I 
das Choſen from all the reſt, to make all his cam- 
pPagns with bim; and 1 would not ſutvive him, if 
Ivas not paſſionately fond of the Princeis, my 
„„ · aaa 
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*© day hter. Yet all my tenderneſs | for her was 
* hardly enough to make me preſerve my life. When 
] left him, I paſſed a whole twelvemonth without 
«*« ſeeing the light. Time has ſoftened my deſpair; 
«yet I now pais ſome days every week in tears, de. 
«< voted to the'memory of my Sultan.“ There waz 
no affectation in theſe words. It was eaſy to ſee ſhe 
was in a deep melancholy, though ber good humour 
made ber willing tq divert me. ; T5 
She aſkey me ele in her garden, and one of 
her ſlaves immediately brought ber a Pellice of rich 
bracade lined with ſables. I waited. on her into the 
garden, which had nothing in it remarkable buithe 
ountains; and from thence, ſhe ſhewed me all 
apartments. In her bed chambet, her toilet was af 
played, conſiſting of two looking · glaſſe:, the frame 
covered with pearls, and her nigat Talpoche (et un 
bodkins of jewels, and near it three veſts of five 
bles, every one of which is at leaſt worth a thouſand 
dollars (two hundred pounds Engliſh money.] I den 
doubt but theſe rich habits were purpoſely placed u 
 igbe, though they ſeemed negligently thrown on tht 
ſofa, When I tcok my leare of her, 1 was compli 
mented with perfuines as at the Grand Vizier's, and 
preſentea with a very fine embreidered handkerchiel 
Her ſlaves were io the number'of thirty, beſides tet 
little ones, the eldeſt not above ſeven years ole 
T hele were the moſt beautiful girls I ever ſaw, al 
richly dteſſed; and I obſerved that the Sultana toe 
a great deal of pleaſwe in theſe. lovely chilcren 
hich is a vaſt expence; for there is not a handiom 
girl cf that age, to be bought under a hunde 
pounds ſterling. They wore little garlands of fiow 
ers, and their own hair, braided, which was all tte! 
head-dieſs ; but their habits were all of gold fluf 
Theſe ſerved her coffee kneeling ; brought watt 
when ſhe waſhed, &c,—'Tis a great part or the by 
refs of the older ſlaves to take care of thele your 
girls, ro learn them to embroider, and to ſerve thel 
as carefully as if they were children of ke family. No 
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& you imagine I have entertained you all this while, 
| vith 2 relation that has, at leail,” received many em- 
hen deli ments from my hand? This, you will ſay, is 
ae be too like the Abrabian Tales—— Theſe embroi- 
ur red napkins! and a jewel as large as a turkesy's 
de. wo !—Y ou” forget, dear ſiſter, thoſe very tales were 
wntcen by an author of this country, and (excepting 
tie enchantments) are a real repreſentation of the 
nanners here. We travellers ate in very hard cir- 
tunftances. If we ſay nothing but what has been ſaid 


* 
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© ei ebore us, we are dull, and we have obſerved nothing; 
enge tel] any thing new, we are laughed at as fa- 
>the halous and romantic, not allowing either for the dif- 
the 


rence of rauks, which afford difference of compa- 
yy, or more curioſty, or the change of cuſtoms that 
uppen every twenty vears in every country. But the 
wth is, people judge of travellers, exactly with the 
kne candour, good nature, and impartiality; they 
noe of their neighbours upon all occaſions. For 
part, if | live to recarn among you, { am ſo 
gell acquainted wich the morals uf all my dear 
ends and acquaintances, that 1 am teſolved to tell 


heir charity would certainly incline. them to be- 
were) of my telling them too much. But I depend 
on your knowing me enough to believe, whatever 


* Heriouſly aſſert, for truth; though | give you leave 
* de ſurprized at an account ſo new to you. But 
my mat would you ſay, if 1 told you, that I have been 


Haram, where the winter apartment was wain- 
ited with inlaid work of mother of pearl, ivory 
afferent colours, and olive wood, exactly like the 
Me boxes you have ſeen brought out of this coun- 
J; and in whoſe rooms deſigned for ſummer, the : 


2 $2re all cruſted with japan china, the roofs gilt, 
_ the floors ſpread with the fineſt Perſian carpets? 
oil. there 3s nothing more true ; ſuch 1s the palace 
ot * lovely friend, the fair Fatima, whom I was + 
/ Junted with at Adrianople. I went to viſit her 


ay; and, if poſſible, ſhe appeared to me hand- 
ö M 3 a ſomer 
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ſomer than before. She met we at the door of! 
cham ber, and, giving me her hand with the beſt gra 
in the world; You chriftian ladies {ſaid ſhe, wii bi 
a ſmile that made her as beautiful as an angel) hay fa 
the reputation of inconſtancy, and I did not exped 
whatever poodneſs you expreſſed for me at Adriano 
ple, that I ſhould-ever ſee you again, But I am no; 
convinced that I bave really the happineſs of plex ert 
ting you; and if you knew how [ ſpeak of vont 
mongſt our ladies, you would be affured; that you ve 
do me juſtice in making me your friend. She placed 
me in the corner of the ſofa, and 1 ſpent the after 
noon in her converſation with the greateſt pleaſut int 
in the world. The Sultana Hafiten, is what one 
would naturally expect to find a Turkiſh lady, will 
ing to oblige, but not knowing how to go about it 
and *ris eaſy to ſee in her manner, that ſhe has lived c! 
excluded from the world. But Fatima has all the 
politeneſs and govd breeding of a court, with an ine! | 
that inſpires at once reſpect and tenderneſs ;, and noi 
that I naderſtand her language, I 6nd her wit in 
agreeable as her beauty. She is very curious after 
the manners of other countries, and has not the pat. een 
tialitv for her own, fo common to little minds. APP! 
Greek that [ carried with me, who bad never ſeen 
her before (nor could have been admitted now, if 
2 had not been in my train) ſhewed that ſurprize 
at ber beauty and manner, which is unavoidable zt 
firit, and ſaid to me in ltalian,——** This is no 
„ Turkiſh lady, the js certainly ſome Chriſtian.“— 
Fatima gueſſed ſhe ſpoke of ber, and aſked what the 
ſaid. I would not have told her, thinking ſhe would 
have. been no better pleafed with the compliment, 
than one of a Turk, but the Greek lady told it to 
her, and ſhe ſmiled, ſaying, It is not the firſt time | 
hayt heard fo ; my mother was a Poloneze, taken 4 
the fiege of Caminiec; and my father uſed to rally 
me, ſaying, he believed bis Chriſtian wife had found 
ſome Chriltian/ gallant ; for that | had not the air 
2 Turkiſh girl.—I aſſured ber, that if all the mou 
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ih ladies were like her, it was abſolutely neceſſary to 
mine them from public view for the repoſe of man- 
tind ; and proceeded to tell her, what a noiſe ſach 
i face as hers would make in London or Paris. I 
r'; believe you, replied ſhe, agreeably, if beauty 
ps ſo much valued in your country, as you ſay, 
they would never have ſuffered you to leave it. —— . 
ferhaps, dear ſiſter, you laugh at my vanity in re- 
eating this compliment, but I only do it, as I think 
t very well turned, and give it you as an inſtance. of, 
be ſpirit of ber converſation, Her houſe was mag- 
ificently furniſhed, and very well fancied ; her 
inter rooms being farniſhed with figured velvet on 
bold grounds, and, thoſe for ſummer, with fine In- 
lian quilting embroidered. with gold. The houſes 
f the great Turkiſh ladies are kept clean with as | 
ich nicety as thoſe in Holland, This was fituated [ 
a high part, of the town: and from the window of. |; 
r ſummer apartment we had the proſpect of the ſea, 14 
he iſlands, and the Afian mountains. My letter 8 
inſenſibly grown ſo long, | am aſhamed of it. | 
This is a very bad ſymptom. Tis well if I don't 
generate into a downright ſtory- teller. It may be, | 
ur proverb; that knowledge is no burden, may be Vie. 
we, as to one's ſelf; but knowing too much, is | 
fr) apt to make us troubleſome to other people. 

| Jam, &c. &c, 
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ent, 

t to To the Lady —. 

ne | | ' 


n at | Pera, March 16, O.S. 

ally WW © extremely pleaſed, my dear lady, that you | 
und "ave, at length, found a commiſſion for me, that 
ro anſwer without diſappointing your expecta- 


3 though I muſt tell you, that it is not ſo eaſy 
+ poke | as 
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2 perhaps you think it; and that, if my curioſity 


buy you a Greek ſlave. I have got for you, as you 


. Pal, 4 Derdime derman bul  , 
'  Jonquil, | Have pity on my paſſion ! 


had not been more diligent than any other ſtranger' 
has ever been, I muſt have anſwered you with an ex- 
cuſe, as I was forced to do, when you deſired me tg 


defire, a Turkiſh love-letter, Which I have put into 
a little box, and ordered the captain of the Smyrniote 
to deliver it to you with this letter. The tranſlation 
of it is literally as follows : The firſt piece es ſhould 
pull out of the purſe, is a little pearl, which is in 
Turkiſh called Ingi, and muft be underſtood in this 


manner: 5 ; | 
Ingi, | Senfin Uxellerin gingi. 
Pearl, Faireſt vf the young. 
Caremfil, | Cremfilſen cat ares yoł 
Clove, [ Conge/gul/um timarin ot 


_ Ben/eny cbat tban ſeverim 
Senin Bendin, haberin yok 

, You are as ſlender” as this clove! 
{% "" You are an unblown roſe! 
J have long loved you, and you have not 
ene | 


\ 


| Birlerum ſabat ſabat 


Paper, I faint every hour! 

Ermus, | Yer biz? bir aut 

Pear, | Give me ſome hope. 

Jabux, I Derdinden oldum zabun . 

Soap, | I am ſick with love. 

Chemur, | Ben Oliyin fe umur 

Coal, - | May 1 die, and all my year 
88 yours !. 1 


— 
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roſe, * | May you be Ee and your ſors 
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Suffer me to be your flare. 
Nine bulunmaz pahu- . 


| Your price is not to be found. 


| Sen ghel ben cheteim Jenin bargin 
! But my fortune is yours. 
| Eking ilen oldam ghira 
| | buro, I burn ! my flame conſumes 
me | 
| Uzunu bender a yirma 
„ Don't turn away your face. 


I Bazmazun taich 
Crown of my head! 
| Benim iti Gum 
My xyer! _ 
| | Ulugorum lex 2 
Id Wire, I die — come quickly. 
And by way of Poſtſcript 2 4 
ler, , | Bize bir dogm haber | 
tpper; | Send me an anſwer. 


You ſee this letter is all in verſe, and I can. aſſure . 
, there is as much fancy ſhewn in the choice of 
n, as in the mot tudied exprethons of our letters; 
ſe deing, I believe, a million of- verſes deſigned 
this uſe. There is no colovr, no flower, no 
lt, herb, pebble, or feather, that has not a verſe 
Paging to it; and yon may quarrel, reproach, or 
fr gears of. paſſion, friendſhip, or civility, or 
s, without ever inking your fingers. 
ey) are now wonderirg at my profound 
kung; 'bit alas, dear madam, I am almoſt fallen 
into 
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into the misfortunes ſo common to the ambitioy 
while they are employed on diſtant inſignificant con 
queſts abroad, a rebellion ſtarts up at home ;— 
am in great danger of loſing my Engliſh. I fina't 
not half ſo eaſy to me to write in it, as it was 
twelvemonth ago. I am forced to ſtudy for expriſ 
fons, and muſt leave off all other languages, an 
try to learn my mother tongue. — Human underſiand 
ing is as much limited as human power, or huma 
. -ftrength, The memory can retain but a certain nun 
ber of images; and 'tis as poſſible for one huma 
creature to be perfect maſter of ten different Ja, 
 guapes, as to have, in perſect ſubjection, ten differ 
ent kingdoms, or to fight ten men at a time. In 
afraid I ſhall at lat know none as I ſhould do. 
hire in a place, that very well repreſents the Tow 
F of Babel; in Pera they ipeak Turkiſh, Greek, He 
{+ "brew, Armenian, Arabic, Perſian, Ruffian, Wall 
Chin, German, Dutch, French, Engliſh, Italia 
Hungarian; and what is worſe, there are ten 
theſe languages ſpoken in my own. family, M 
grooms are Arabs, my footmen French, Englil 
5 . and Germans; my nurſe an Armenian; my houl 
= maids Roſſians; half a dozen other ſervants'Greeks 
my ſteward an Italian: my Janizaties Turks; fo th 
1 live in the perpetual heariog of this medley « 
ſounds, which produces a very extraordinary effe 
upon people that are born here; for they learn a 
theſe languages at the ſame time, and withou: kno 
ing any of them well enough to write or read in! 
There are very few men, women, or even chile 
here, that have not the ſame compaſs uf words 
five or ſix of them. | know myſelf ſeveral infant 
Are or four years old, that-ſpeak Italian, Frenci 
Greek, Turkiſh, and Ruſſian, which Jail they lea 
ct their nurſes, who are generally, of that coun 
This ſeems almoſt incredible to you, and is, in! 
mind, one of the moſt curious things in this coul 
try, and takes off very much from the merit of 0! 
ladies, who ſec up for ſuch extraordinary ho 
| . : up 


mon 


% 


. 41. L. E TT E R S. izzi 


don the credit of ſome ſuperficial knowledge of 
nch and Italian 2 8 
br prefer Engliſh to all the reſt, I zm extremely 
Worried at the daily decay of it in my head. where, 
a: Wl aſſure you (with grief of heart) it is reduced to 
ich a ſmall number of words, I cannot recollect any 
lerable phraſe to conclude my letter with, and am 
ced to tell your ladyſhip very bluntly, that I am 

| Your faithful humble ſervant. 


LETTER XII. 
To the Counteſs of — 


7 length I have heard from my dear Lady B—, 
for the firſt time. I am perſuaded you have had 
e poodneſs to write before, but I have had the ill 
rune to loſe your letters. Since my laſtT have ſtaid 
nelly at Conſtantinople, a city that I ought in con- 
lence to give your ladyſhip a right notion of, ſince 
mow you can have none but what is partial and 
taken from the writings of travellers, *Tis cer- 
n there are many people that paſs years here in 
a, without having ever ſeen it. Pera, Tophana, 
Galata, wholly inhabited by French Chriſtians 
which, together, make the appearance of a very 
town) are divided from it by the ſea, which is 
t above half ſo broad as the broadeſt part of the 
umes; but the Chriſtian men are loth to hazard 
adventures they ſometimes meet with amongſt the 
nts or Seamen (worſe monſters than our water- 
a) and the women muſt cover their faces to go 
de, which they have a perfect averſion to do. Iis 
e, they wear veils in Pera, but they are ſuch as on- 
erye to ſhew their heauty to more advantage, and 
ud not be permitted in Conſtantinople. Theſe 
Wns deter almoſt every creature from ſeeing it; 
bite French Ambaſſadreſs will return to France 

8 (1 believe) 
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II helieye) without ever having been there. Vos 


powerful with me, as curioſity. And indeed, 


- pleaſure of going in a barge to Chelſea is not comp 
0 


tinople, ſituated on ſeven bills. —— The unequ 


running into the ſea; a palace of prodigious ext 
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wonder, Madam, to hear me add, that 1 have be 
there very oſten. The Aſmack, or Furkiſh veil, ; 
become not only very caſy, but ägwenble to me 
and if it was not, I would be content to endure ſon 
Iinconveniency to gratify a pation that is become! 


rable to that of rowing upon. the canal of the ſe 
here, where for twenty miles together down t 
Boſophorus, the moſt beautiful variety of proſpec 
preſent themſelves. The Aſian fide is covered wi 
fruit trees, villages, and the moſt delightful land 
ſcapes in nature; on the European, ſtands Conſtar 


heights make it ſeem as large again as it 
(though one of the largeſt cities in the world) ſhey 
ing an agreeable mixture of gardens, pine and 
r trees, palaces, moſques, and other pub. 
uildings, raiſed one above another, with as mut 
beauty and appearance of ſymmetry as your ladylh 
ever ſaw in à cabinet «dorned- by tbe moſt {kilf 
hands, where jars ſhew themſelves above jars, min 
with caniſters, babies, add candlefticks. This is 
very odd. compariſon ;' but it gives-me an exadt ic 
of thè thing. I have taken care to ſee as much of tl 
Seraglio as-is. to be ſeen. It is on a point of lat 


but very irregular. The gardens take in a lar 
compaſs of ground, full of high cypreſs trees, vi 
15.all I know of them, The buildings are of whi 
ſtone, headed on the top, with gilded turrets 2 
ſpires, which lock very magnificent; and indeed, I. 
lie ve there is no Chriſtian King's palace half ſo lat 
There are fix large courts in it, all built round 
ſet with trees, having galleries of ſtone; one 
thoſe for the guard, another for the ſlaves, auot 
for the officers of the kitchen, and another for! 
ſtables, the 6fth for the Divan, and the ſixth for: 
apartment deſtined for audiences, On the Jadu 


f 


le there are, at leaſt, as many more; with diſtinct 
wurts belonging to cheir eunuchs and attendants, 
heir kitchens, e. e 
The next remarkable ſtructare is that ef St. N 
wich tis very difficult to ſee. I was forced to fend 
lee times to the Caimairan, (the governor of the 
own) and he aſſembled. the chief Effendis, or heads 
{the law, and enquired of the Mafti, whether it 
w lawful to permit it. They paſſed ſome days in 
bu important debate; but, infiting on my re- 
weſt, permiſſion was granted. I can't be informed 
ky the Turks are more delicate on the ſubject of 
bis moſque, than on any of the others, where, what 
Criſtian pleaſes may enter without ſcruple. I fancy 
ey imagine that, having been once conſecrated, 
jeople, on pretence of curiofity, might prophane it 
Iich prayers, particularly to thoſe Saints, who are 
ll very viſible in Moſaic work, and fo otherway 
iced hat by the decays of time; for it is abſolute. 
i falſe, that the Turks defaced all the images that 
lay found in the eity. The dome of St. Sophia is 
id to de one bundred and thirteen feet diameter, 
lt upon arches, ſuſtained by vaſt pillars of marble, 
be pavement and itair-caſe marble. There are two 
Nr of galleries ſupported with pillars of parti-co- 
wed marble, and the whole roof moſaic work, part 
which decays very faſt, and drops down. — They 
Felented me a handſul of it; its compoſition ſeems 
Þ we a ſort of glaſs, or that paſte with which they 
We counterfeit jewels. They ſhew here the tomb 
de Emperor Conſtantine, for which they have a 
fat yeneration. * ES Ke. 
This is a dull imperfect deſcription of this cele- 
ated bujldingz but I underſtand ürchitectute ſo 
Ale, that I am afraid of talking nonſenſe in endea- 
Wing to ſpeak of it particularly. Perhaps I am in 
© vrong, but ſome Turkiſh moſques pleaſe me 
pier, That of Sultan Solyman js an exact ſquare, 
Md four fine towers in the angles; in the midſt is a 
de Cupola, ſupported with beautiful marble pil. 
Wor, II. lars; 


1 
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| tis; tao leger at ie ends, fubporſed in the ff, 


manner; the pavement and gallery round the moſque 
of marble ; under the great cupola is @ fountain i- 
dorned- with ſuch fine coloured pillars, that I can 
hardly think them natutal marble ; on one fide is 
the pulpit of white marble, and on the other a little 


gallery for the Grand Signior. A fine fiair-caſe leids 


doit, and it is built up with gilded lattices. At the 


upper end is a fort of altat, where ine tame of Gob 


is Written; and, before it, ſtand two candleſticks, 2 


High as a man, with wax candles as thick as thre 


by 
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flambeaux. The pavement is ſpread with fine cat 
peis, and the moſque illuminated with a vaſt numbe 
of lamps. The court leading to it is very ſpacioa: 
with-galleries of marble of green columns, covered 
with twenty-eight leaded cupolas on two ſides, and 
a fine fountain of baſons in the midſt of it. | 
This deſcription may ſerve for all the Moſques i 
Conſtantinople. The model is exactly the ſame, an 


they only differ in largeneſs and thickneſs of mate 


rials. That of the Sultana Valida is the largeſt 
them all, boilt entirely of marble, tbe moſt prodip! 
ous; and 1 think the moſt beautiful ſtructure | eve 


- ſaw, be it ſpoke to the honour of our ſex, for it vi 


founded by the mother of Mahomet the fourth. 


Between friends, Paul's church would make a pitity 


figure near it; as any of our ſquares would do, ne 
the Atlerdan, or place of horſes (ar ügnifying 
horſe in Turkiſh). This was the Hippodrome in d 
#:ign of the Greek Emperors. In the midft of it 
a brazen column of. three ſerpents twiſted togethe 


with their mouths gaping. *Tis impoſſible to les 
why ſo odd 4 wars was erected; the Greeks can 


nothing but fabulous legends when they ate aſked i 
meaning of it, and there is no ſign of its having e! 


Had any inſcription. At the upper end is an obeliſt 


Pol phory, probably brought from Egypt, the biet 
glyphics all very entire, which I look upon as me 
ancient puns. It is placed on four little brazen P 
dars, upon à pedeſtal of Iquare free ſtone, fall 5 


f 
h 
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4 pores in bas-relief on two ſides; one ſquare repre- 
„ Wfatog- a battle, angther an aſſembly. Phe: others: 
fame have inſcriptions in Greek and Latin ; the laſt I took 
TY is my pocket- book, and it is as follows; © 

IN 4 if : | 8 21 | 

cal  Diffcilis guondam, Deminis parere Serenir | 


de is 
little 
each 
t the 


Jil, et extinits Tyrannis- 
Omnia Theodofio cedunt, ſobalique perennis 


Your Lord will interpret thefe lines. Don't fancy 


God they are a love letter to him. . 

„ 48 All the figure“ have their beads on; and I cannot 
three forbear reflecting again on the impudence of authors,. 
c bo all ſay they have not; but I dare fwear the 
mbe greateſt part of them never ſaw them 5 but took the 


report from the Greeks, who refit, with incredible 
fortitude; the conviction of their own eyes, when- 
ter they have invented lies to the diſhonour of their 
nemies. Were you to believe thein, there is nothing 
yorth ſeeing in Conſtantipople, but Sancta Sophia, 
though there are ſeveral larger, and in my opinion, 
note beautiful Moſques in that city. That of Sol- 
un Achmet, has tlris particularity, that its gates are- 
of braſs. In all theſe Moſques there are little cha- 
pels, where are the tombs of the founders and their 
families, with wax candles burniog before them. 

The exchanges ate all noble buildings, full of fine 
Meys, the greateſt part ſupported with pillars, and 


f kept wonderfully neat.” Every trade has its diſtinct 
ns i alley, where the merchandize is diſpoſed in the ſame 
75 eder as in the New Exchapge at London. The Bi- 


iſten, or jeweller's quarter, ſhews ſo much riches, 
lach a vaſt quantity of diamonds, and all kinds of 
pecious ſtones, that they dazzle the Gght. The 
embroiderers* is alſo very glittering,.and people walk. 
lere as much for diverſion as buſineſs, The markets 
ue moſt of them handſome ſquares, and admirably 
well provided, perhaps better than in any other part 


A the world. : 
3 | N 2: L know) 
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ia ſome ſtones with Turkiſh, inſcriptions, to-giv 
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I know you'll expect I-ſhould ſay ſomething parti” 
cular of the ſlaves ; and you will imagine me half 
Turk, when I don't ſpeak of it with the ſame horrs 
other Chriſtians have done before me, Bat 1 canno 
forbear applauding the humanity of the Turks 10 
theſe. creatures; they are never ill uſed, and their 
- lavery is, in my opinion, no worſe than ſervitude 
all over the world, *Tis true they have no wages ; 
dut they give them yearly clothes to à higher value 
than our falaries to our ordinary ſervants. But ou 
object, that men buy women with an eye 2 1 
my opinion they are bought and ſo d as publickly and 
as infamouſly in all Chriſtian great cities. 

I moſt add to the deſcription of Conftantinople 
that the Hiſtorical Pillar is no more. Jt dropped 
down about two years before I came to this part of 
the world, I have ſeen no other. footſteps of anti, 
quity except the aqueduRs, which are ſo yaſt that (yr. 
am apt to believe they are yet more ancient than the 
Greek Empire. The Turks, indeed, have clappec 


their natives the honour of ſo great à work; but the 
deceit is eaßly diſcovered. —The other public build 
ings are the Hanns and Monafteries ; the firſt are 
very large and numerous; the ſecond few in number 
and not at all magnificent. I had the curiofity tc 
viſit one of them, and to obſerve the devotions 0 
the. Dervifes, which are as whimfical as any at Rome 
Theſe fellows have permiſſion to marry, but are con 
kned to an odd habit, which is only a piece of coat 
white cloth, wrapped about them, with their leg 
and arms naked. Their order has few other roles 
except that of performing their fantaſtic rites, ever 
Tueſday and Friday, which is done in this manner; 
'Fhey meet together in a large hall, where they al 
ſtand with their eyes fixed on the ground and the! 
arms acroſs, while the Imaum or preacher reads par 
of the Alcoran from a pulpit placed in the midit; anc 
when he has done, eight or ten of them make ame 
lancholy concert with their pipes, which are no v0" 
| 
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AM now preparing to leave Conftantinople, a 

1 perhaps yeu will accuſe me of hypocriſy, w 
I tell you, *tis with regret z but as I am uſed tot 
air, and have learnt their language, I am eaſy he 
and as much as I love travelling, I trembfe at the 
conveniences attending ſo great a journey, with a 
merous family, and. a little infant hanging at 
breaſt. However, I endeavoar,. upon this occafi 
to do as | have hitherto done in. all the odd turn: 
/ my life; turn them, if 1 can to my diverſion, 
order to this, I ramble every day, wrapped up in 
{- Ferige and Afmack, about Conſtantinople, and 
muſe myſelf with ſeeing all that is curious in it, 
know you will expett that this declaration ſhould 
followed with-ſome account of what I bave feen. | 

I am in no humour to copy what has been writ 
often over. To what purpoſe ſhould I tell you, t 
Conſtantinople is the ancient Bizantium ? that 

at preſent the conqueſt of a race of le, ſuppo 

_ Scythians; that there are five or fix thouſand -molg 
ia it, that St. Sophia was founded by Juftinian, | 
I II affure you tis not for want of learning, that 
4 bear writing all theſe bright things, I could 2 
with very lirtle trouble, turn over Knolles and 

Paul Rycaut, to give you a liſt of Turkiſh Em 

rors; but I will not tell you what you may find 

every au:hor that has writ of this country, | 
more inclined, out of a true female ſpirit of cont 
diction, to tell you the falſehood of a great part 
what you find in authors ; as for inſtance, in the 
irable Mr. Hill, who fo gravely aſſerts, that 
w in Sancta Sophia, a ſweating pillar, very 


mic for diſordered heads. There is not the lealt 
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dition of any ſuch matter; and I ſuppoſe it was re- 
vealed to him in viſton, during his wonderful ſtay in. 
the Egyptian Catacombs'; for I am ſure he never 
heard of any ſuch miracle here. Tis alſo very plea- 
fant to obſerve how tenderly he and all bis brethren 
royage · writers, lament the miſerable confinement of 
the Turkiſh ladies, who are perhaps more free than 
my ladies in the univerſe, and are the only women 
in the world, that lead a life of uninterrupted plea- 
| ſure, exempt from cares, their whole time being 
ſpent in viſiting, bathing, or the agreeable amuſe- 
nent of ſpending money and-inventing new faſhions: 
Aihuſband would be thought mad that exacted any 
degree of ceconomy - from his wife, whoſe nces 
we no way limited but by ber own fancy. Tis his 
buſineſs to get money, and. her's-to ſpend it; and 
this noble prerogative extends itſelf to the very mean 
et of the ſex. . Here is a fellow that carries embroi- 
red handkerchiefs upon bis back to ſell ; and as 
d miſerable a figure as you may ſuppoſe ſuch a mean 
it. dealer; yet Ii! aſſure you bis wife ſcorns to wear any 
ald thing lefs than cloth of gold; has her ermine furs * 
n. ud a very handfome ſet of jewels for her head. Tis 
it vue, they have no places but the bagnios, and theſe 
u, an only be ſeen by their own ſex ; however, that is 
hat WW a diverſion they take great pleaſure in. BY: 
ppo I was, three days ago, at one of the fineſt in the 
ie town, and had the opportunity of ſeeing a Turkiſh 
an, ide received there, and all the ceremony uſed on 
'Y that occaſion, which made me recolle& the Epithala- 
d nium of Helen, by Theocritus; and it ſeems to me, 
and WW that the ſame cuſtoms have continued ever ſince. All 
6 0088 the ſhe friends, relations and acquaintance of the two 
find BY families, newly allied, meet at the bagnio; ſeveral 
[ dthers go, out of curiofity, and I believe there were 
bat day two hundred women. Thoſe that were, or 
ud been married, placed themſelves round the rooms 
" the marble ſofas ; but the virgins very haſtily 
tirew off their cloaths, and appeared without other 
mament or covering, than their own ** — 
52 * 
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2 1 and white Kinn'd ; all of them perfect 
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-- raided with pearl or ribbon. Two of them met thi 
Sride at the door, conducted by ber mother, and 
- another grave relation. 'She was a beautiful maids 
about ſeventeen, very richly dreſſed, and ſhining 
with jewels, but was "reſent reduced to the ſta 
of nature, TWo others filled filvet- gilt pots'witl 
perfome, and began the proceſſion, the reſt following 
An pairs, to the number of thirty. The leaders ſung 

21 Epithalamium, anſwered by the others in chorus 
and the two laſt led the fair bride, her eyes fixed o 
_ the ground, with a charming affectation of modeſty 
In this order they marche® rand” the three lary 
rooms of the Bagnio. Tis not eaſy to repreſent't 
you the beauty of this fight, moſt of them being wel 


1y ſmooth, and poliſhed by the frequent uſe of bail 
ing. After having mace their tour, the bride v 
again led to every matron round the rooms, who fa 
Juted her with a compliment and a prèſent, ſome 
jewels, others of pieces of ſtuff, handkerchiefs, « 
little gailantries of that nature, which ſhe thank 
them for, by. kiſſing their hands, I was very ve 
- pleaſed with having ſeen this ceremony; and ye 
may believe me, that the Turkiſh ladies have, 
leaſt, as much wit and civility, nay, liberty, as: 
'_ wong us. *Tis true, the ſame cuſtoms that give the! 
| - Jo many opportunities of gratifying their evil inc] 
nations (if they have any) alſo put it very fully i 
the power of their huſbands to revenge themſelves, 
they are diſcovered ; and I dg not- doubt but the 
_ fuffer ſometimes for their indiſetetions in a very 
. vere. manner. About two months ago, there v 
found at day- break, not very far from my houſe, 
bleeding body of a young woman, naked, only wra 
ped in 4 coarſe ſheet, with two wounds of a knif 
one in her fide, and another in her breaſt, She » 
not quite cold, and was ſo ſurprizing beautiful, © 
there were very few. men in Pera Nat did not go 
look upon her; but it was not poſſihle for any bot 
to know her, no woman's face being known. 5 
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. ſuppoſed to have been brought in the dead of 
iht, from the Conſtantinople fide, and laid there“ 
ſery little enquiry was made about the murderer, 
ad the corpſe was privately buried without noiſe. 
Worder is never purſued by the King's officers, as 
th us. Tis the buſineſs of the next relations to 
ge the dead perſon; and if they like better to 
pound the matter for money (as they generally |/ 
there is no more ſaid of it. One wquld agg 9 
„defect in their government, ſhould make ſuch. / | 
zedies very frequent, yet they are extremely rare a 
ich ie enough to prove the people not naturally | 
|. Neither do I think in many other particulars, | 
deſerve the barbarous character we give them. I 
well acquainted with a Chriſtian woman of qua- 
y, who made it her choice to live with a Turkiſh 
band, and is a very agreeable ſenſible lady. Her 

is ſo extraordinary, I cannot forbear relating it; 
L. promiſe you it ſhall be in as few words as I can 
fibly expreſs it. | 1 
She is a Spaniard, and was at Naples with her fa- 
ly, when that kingdom was part of the Spaniſh: 
10100, 3 thence in a Felucca, ac- 
panied by her brother, they were attacked by 
Turkiſh Admiral, boarded and taken.—— And 
how ſhall I modeſtly tell you the reſt of her ad- 
ture? The ſame accident happened to her, that 
ppened to the fair Lucretia ſo many years before 
7, But ſhe was too good a Chriſtian to kill herſelf, 


© tat beatheniſh Roman did. The Admiral was ſo 
a charmed with the beauty and long-ſuffering cf: 
far captive, that, as bis firſt compliment, he 
" "oc immediately liberty to her brother and attend- 
1 who made haſte to Spain, and in a few months 


t the ſum of four thoutand pounds ſterling as a. 
bom for his ſiſter. The Turk took the money, 
uch he preſented to her, and told her ſhe was at 
Ny, But the lady very diſcreetly weighed the 
zrent treatment ſhe was very likely to find in her 
ne country. Her relations (as the kindeſt thing 
; 4 they 


could boaſt of her favours without being her huſban 


Cows in Conſtantinople, But there is no remaini 


mon amongſt the Purks, and yet more amongſt 


very tender, very fond of her, and laviſhed at 
. feet all the Turkiſh magnificence. © She anſwe 
him very reſolutely, that her liberty was not ſo p 


dut I ani wilting to take her word for it, that ſhes 
ed wholly on principles of honour, tho” I thipk | 


 *U3s very rare that any Turk will aſſert a ſolemn fa 
hood. 1 don't ſpeak of the loweſt ſort ; for as th 
is a great deal of ignorance, there is very. little y 


ing puniſhed (even when they are publickly detedts 
wich the rigour they ought to be. 


whether I haveever mentioned to you one cuſtom | 


\ . 
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they codld do for her in ber preſent: circumbance 
would certainly con ne her to æ nunnery for ther 
of her days. Her infidel lover was very haadſo 


7 


1 


cious to her as her, honour, that he could no way 
ſtore that but by marrying her, and ſhe therefore d 
fired bim to accept the ranſom. as ber portion, a 
give her the ſatisfaction of knowing that no m 


The Admiral was tranſported at this kind offer, a 
ſent back the money to her relations, ſaying he 

too happy in ker poſſeſſion. He married her, a 
never took any other wife, and (as ſhe ſays berſel 
ſhe never had reaſon to repent the choice ſhe made. 
He left her, ſome years after, one of the richeſt a 


bonourably a ſingle woman, and that confiderati 
has —_ ber to marry the preſent Captain Ba 
(i. e. Admiral) his ſucceſſor. —l am afraid that) 
will think my friend fell in love with her raviſhe 


might be reaſonably touched at his n whi 
is often found. among the Turks of rank. 
*Tis a degree of generoſity to tell the truth, 


tue amongſt tbem; and falſe witneſſes are m 
cheaper than in Chriftendom, thoſe wretches not 

Now I am ſpeaking of their law. I don't knc 
culiar to their country, I mean adoption, very c 


Greeks and Armenians. Not having it in theif pc 
er to give their eſtates. to a friend or diſtant relatl 
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woid its falling idte the Grifid'Signior's treafury, - 
in they ate hot Tikely to hive any Childfen of 
it own, they chuſe ſome pretty child of either 
amongſt the meanelt pebpte, and carty the child 
its parents before the Cadi, and there deelire” 
receive it for their heir. The plterſts, at the 
ke time, rendahdce all future claim to it; & wfi- 
jy is drawn and witneſſed, and 'a child thus adopt- 
[canndt be difinherited. Vet 1 have ſeen ſome 
mon beggars; that have refuſed to pare with their 
Fldien in this manner, to ſome of the richeſt among 
Greeks ; (ſo powerful is the inſtinctite affection 


u is naturai to parents !) though the adopting fa- 
en are generally very tender to theſe children of 
kit ſouls, as they call them, I own this cyſtoiti 
tales me much better than our abſord one of fol- 
ng our name. Methinks, 'tis much more rea- 
able to make hippy and rich, an infant whom L 
cate after my own manner, bebupht up (in the 


ickiſh phrafe) upon my Knees, and who has learnt 
look upon the-with a filial aſpect, than to give an 
lite to a creature without other merit or relation tb 
than thatofa few letters, Vet this is an abſurdity 
ſee frequently practiſed. —Now I have mentioned 
Rt Armenians, perhaps it will be agreeable to tell you 
werhing of that nation, with which I am ſure you 
 viferly uhacquainted, I will not trouble you 
nth the geographical account of the ſituation of their 
Wentry, which you may ſee in the maps! or a rela- 
ln of their ancient greatneſs, which you may read 
the Roman Hiſtory, They are now ſubje& to the 
lirks; and, being very induſtrious in trade, and 
eaſing and aultiplying, are diſperſed in great 
anders through all the Turkiſh dominions. They 
Ree, as they ſay, converted to the Chriſtian religion 
St. Gregory, and are perhaps the devouteſt 
Liriſtians in the whole world. The chief precepts 
their prieſts enjoin the ſtrict keeping of their 
Kits, which are, at leait, ſeven wonths in every 
Fr, and are hot to be difpenſed with on the moſt 
emergent 


emergent neceſſity 3 no occaſion whatever can excuſ 
chem if they touch any thing more than mere herb 
or roots (without oil) and plain dry bread. That i 
their conſtant diet. Mr, W——y has one of hi 
Interpreters of this nation, and the poor fellow w 
brought ſo low by the ſeverity of his faſts, that hi 
life was deſpaired of, Yet neither his maſter's com 
maads, nor the doctors entreaties (who declared no 
thing elſe could ſave his life) were powerful enoup 
d prevail with him to take two or three ſpoonfuls o 
\ broth. © Excepting this, which may rather be calle« 
a a cuſtom, than an article of faith, I ſee very little 
in their religion different from ours. Tis true 
they ſeem to incline very much to Mr. Whiſton' 
doctrine; neither do I think the Greek church ye 
diſtant from it, fince tis certain, the Holy Spirit 
proceeding only from the Father, is making a plait 
. Cubordination in the Son, —But the Armenians have 
no notion of Tranſubſtantiation, whatever accoun 
Sir Paul Rycaut gives of them-(which account I ar 
apt to believe was deſigned to compliment our cour 


Let. 


ll 1 ha 
all aſſui 
oung | 
promi ſe 
in this 

Father d 
igured 

in natu 
terrible 
4 more 
that I a. 


AM 


in 1679) and they have a great horror for thoſ 

amongſt them that change to the Roman religion. and n 
What is molt extraordinary in their cuſtoms, is theiſ ot a litt 
matrimony ; a teremony, I believe, unparalle!'d i K me, | 
over the world. They are always promiſed ver dem. 4 
young; but the eſpouſed never fee one another tus Euctic 
three days after their marriage. The bride is car lit obſer 
-, ried to church with a cap on her head, in the faſhioſi i bet deen 
of a large trencher, and over it a red filken veiliF'emoving 
which covers her all over to her feet, The pri prize | 

' aſks the bridegroom whether he is contented to mar myſelf. 
that woman, be ſhe deaf, be ſhe blind? Theſe «r lulneſs, [ 
the literal words; to which having anſwered, yes WW bout 
ſhe is led home to his houſe, accompanied with ort. I 
the friends and relations on both ſides, Ginging 28 r Paul! 
dancing, and is placed on a cuſhion in the corner count o 
. the ſofa ; but her veil is not lifted up, not even! biritual g 
ber huſband. There is ſomething ſo odd and mo! ings th 
Krous in theſe ways, that I could not believe the! 5 
iS. | | ol, II. 
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ll had enquired of ſeveral Armenians myſelf, who 
all aſſured me of the truth of them, . particularly one 
young fellow who wept when he ſpoke of it, being 
promiſed by his mother to a girl that he muſt. marry 

Lin this manner, though he proteſted to me, he had 
nther die than ſubmit to this lavery, having already 
igured his bride to himſelf; with all the deformities 
in nature, —l fancy I ſee you bleſs yourſelf at this 
terrible relation. I cannot conclude my letter with 
4 more ſurprizing ſtory, yet tis as ſeriouſly true, as 


that I am WPI #084 35.6- 
= 5 | Dear ſiſter, _ 
Yours, &c. &c. 


LETTER: xXLIII. 
To the Abbot of —, 


1 Conſtantinople, May 19, O. S. 1718. 
AM extremely . pleaſed with hearing from you, 
[ and my vanity (the darling frailty of haman kind) 
dot a little flattered by the uncommon queſtions-you 
ik me, though I am utterly incapable of anſwering 
them, And indeed, were I as good a Mathematica 
wu Euctid himſelf, it requires an age's ſtay to make 
juſt obſervations on the air and vapours. I have not 
ſet been a full year here, and am on the point of 
emoving. Such is my rambling deſtiny, This will 
ſurprize you, and can ſurprize nobody.-ſo mueh as 
nyſelf. Perhaps you will accuſe me of Jazineſs or 
lulneſs, or both together, that can leave this place 
without giving you ſome account of the Turkiſh 
wort. I can only tell you, that if you pleaſe to read 
vr Paul Rycaut, you will there find a full and true 
Kcount of the Vizier's, the Beglerby's, the civil and 
ritual government, the officers of the Seraglio, &c. 
Wings that *tis very eaſy to procure liſts of, and 
tterefore may be depended on ; tho' other ſtories, / 
Vor, II. 0 God 


| 
/ 


God 'knows=—T ſay no more.——every body is 

liberty to write their own- remarks ;: the manners 

people may change; or ſome of them eſcape the ol 

1 ſervation of travellers; but tis not the ſame of 4] 
Oy government, and for that reafon,' ſinceT ean tell-yc 

| nothing new, I Will tell you nothing of it. In 
ſame ſifenee hall be paſſed over the arſenal and fer 
. towers, and for moſques I have already deſcribed o 
3 of the nobleſt to you very particularly. Bot ler 
; not forbear taking notice to yau of à miſtake 
* 5 Gemelli, (though I honour him in a higher depr 
"vp than any other voyage writer :) he ſays that there: 

7" 75 * „Lomo remains of Chalcedon; this is certainly a millak 
| I was there yeſterday, and went acroſs the canal 

| my galley, the ſea being very narrow between t 
city and Conſtantinople. *Tis ſill a large town, a 
has ſeveral moſques in it: The Chriſtians ſtill cal 
Chalcedonia, and the Turks give it a name J forg 
but which is onty a corruption of the ſame word. 
| ſuppoſe this is an error of his guide, which his f 
* ſay -hindered him from rectifying; for I have in 

Ather matters, a very juſt eſteem for his veracity. ' 

thing can be pleaſanter than the canal, and the U 

Arg ſo well acquainted with its beauties, that all tl 
furry ee built on its banks, where ti 
have, at the ſame time, the moſt beautiful proſpe 
An Körope and Aſia; there are near one another ſc 

| hundreds of magnificent palaces. Human grand 
deing here yet more unſtable than any where elle, | 
> -_ "common for the heirs of a great three- tailed Bal 
{11/7 aw-not to be rich enough to keep in repair the houſe 
— duilt: thus in a few yeats they all fall to ruin. | 
" 8 to ſee that of the late Grand Vizir, who! 
killed at Peterwaradin. [t was built to receive 
Royal Bride, daughter af the preſent Sultan, but 

did not live to ſee her there, I have a great mine 
deſeribe it io you; but [check that inclination, Ene 

ing very well that Jeannot give you, with my bell! 
ſeription, ſuch an idea as [ ought. It is ſituated os 
-Ofthe: moſt delightful parts of the canal, with " 


her for that number, ſince. I did. not count them ; 


dole adorned with a.profuſion,, of marble, gilding, 


he windows: are all ſaſhed with the fineſt. chryſ- 


arcments deſtined for the. Bagnios. There are two 
Alt exactly in the ſame manger, anſwering to one 
bother ; the baths, fountains, and pavements all of 
lite marble, the roofs gilt, and the walls covered 
h Japan china. Adjoining, to them are two 
ume, and the uppermoſt of which is divided into a 
WG; and in the four corners are falls of water from 
Wt very roof, from ſhell to ſhell of white marble, to. 
Wi lower end of the room, where it falls into.a large 


145 high, as the room. walls are in the nature 
[lattices,, and on the, outfide of them, there ate 
| and woodbines planted, that form a kind of 
nn tapeſtry, and give an agreeable. obſcurity to 
Se delightfu] chambers, 1 ſhould goon and let 
#100 ſome. of the other apartments (all worthy, 
kr curioſity (but tis yer harder to deſcribe a Turk- 


it or wings: and though ſuch a confuſion is, I 
, pleaſing to the fight, yet it would be very un- 
elligible in a letter. 1 ſhall only add, tbat the 
umber deſtined for the Sultan, when he viſits his 
ghter, is wainotted with mother of pearl, faſt- 
d with emeralds like nails. There are others of 
Mer of pearl and olive-wood inlaid, and ſeveral 
wy china, The galleries, which are nume- 
| O 2 rous 


j 
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wed on the fide. of a hill behind it. Tbe extent of a 
tis prodigious ; the, guardian aſſured me there ace 
ht hund red rooms in it; Iwill not, however, an- 


hut tis certain the. number is very large, and, the. 
d moſt exquiinte FE fruit and flowers. — 
uline plaſs ; brought, from England, and here. is 
il} the expenſive magnificence that you can ſup- 
wſe in a palace founded by a vain luxurious young 


un, with the wealth of a, vaſt empire at his com- 
und. But no part of it pleaſed me better than the 


n, ſuxrounded with pipes that throw. up the wa- 
| The 


palace than any other, being built entirely irre- 
. There is nothing that can be properly called 


- 


— 


ers, and porcelain diſhes of fruit, of all ſorts, fo 


bardly purchafed, and when obtained, poor recom- 
pence for loſs of time and health, We die or grow 

is' there any ſtudy ſo beneficial as the ſtudy of preſent 
have already ſaid too much, but I depend upon the 


and they are only mingled in the heads of ſools.— 
but I allow you to laugh at me for the ſen ſual de- 


fendi with all his ignorance, than Sir Iſaac Newton 
wich all his knowleage, 


1 LETTER. (Let. 44] 
rous and very large, are adorned with jars of flow. 


"well done in plaſter, and coloured in ſo lively a man- 
ner, that it has an enchanting effect. The garden is 
ſuitable'to the houſe, where arbours, fountains, and 
walks are thrown together in an agreeable confuſion, 
There is no ornament wanting except that of ſtatues, 
Thus, you ſee, Sir, theſe people are not ſo unpoliſſ- 
ed as we repreſent them, *Tis' true, their magnif- 
cence is of a different taſte from ours, and perhaps of 
a better. I am almoſt of opinion they have a right 
notion'of life. They conſume it in muſig, gardens, 
wine, and delicate eating, while we are tormenting 
our brains with ſome ſcheme of politics, or ſtudying 
ſome ſcience to which we can never attain, or, if we 
do, cannot perſuade other people to ſet that value 
upon it we do ourſelves. Tis certain, what we feel 
and ſee is properly (if any thing is properly) our 
own; but the good of fame, the folly of praiſe are 


old before we can reap the fruit of our Jabours.— 
Conſidering what ſhort-lived weak animals men are, 

leaſure? I dare not purſve this theme ; perhaps [ 
true knowledge you have of my heart. . I don't ex- 
peR from you the inſipid railleries I ſhould ſoffer 


from another in anſwer to this letter. ——You know 
how to divide the idea of pleaſure from that of vice, 


claration, in ſaying, that I had rather be a rich Ef- 


1 cm, Sir, &c. &c. 
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LB 1 T . K W... 
To ihe Abbot of. 


ö Tunis, Jaly 37, O. S.. 1718. 
LEFT Conſtantinople the ſixth of the laſt month, 
and this is the firſt poſf from whence I could ſend. 

dletter, tho' I have often wiſhed for the opportuni- 
y; chat L might impart ſome of the pleaſure I found 
u this voyage, through the moſt, agreeable part of 
be world, where every ſcene preſents me ſome poe- 
tical idea, 1 e 


arm d auitb portic tranſport, 1 ſurvey 
7 immortal iſlands and the well known ſea. 
For here ſo oft the Muſe ber harp has firung, 
« That nat à mountain rears its bead unſung, 


[ beg your parden for this ſally, and will, if I. 
an, continue the reſt of my account in plain proſe. 
The ſecond day after-we ſet ſail, we. paſſed Galli 
Iu, a fair City, ſituated in the bay of Cherſoneſus, 
ud much reſpected by the Turks, being the firſt 
own. they took in Europe. At five the next morn- 
ug, we anchored in the Helleſpont, between the 
altles of Ceſtos and Abydos, now called the Darda- 
telli, Theſe are now two little ancient caſtles, but 
Ano ſtrength, being commanded by a riſing ground 
lehind them, which J confeſs I ſhould never have 
uken notice of, if I had not heard it obſerved by our 
Wain and officers, my imagination being wholly 
played by the tragic ſtory you are well acquainted 
Nth : | 


" The ſwimming. Lover and the nightly Bride, 
" How Hero d, and how LEANDER dy'd. 


23 


Verſe again ! I am certainly infected with the poe- 


/ Q 3 tical 
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tical air I have paſſed through. That of Abydos i 
undoubtedly very amorous, fince that ſoft paſſion be- 


* 


large « 
plainly 


trayed the caftle into the hands of the Turks, who be. WM orderec 
ſieged it in the reign of Orchanes. The governor's MM ers n 
daughter imagining to have ſeen her future huſband very 
in a dream (though I don't find ſhe had either ſlept Wh *ccoun; 
upon Bride cake or kept St. Agnes? faſt) fancied ſhe WM little el 
ſaw the dear figure in the form of qbe of her beſie- ech, f 
gers, and being willing to obey her deſtiny, toſſed a e the! 
note to him over the wall, with the offer of her per- *autifi 
ſon and the delivery of the caſtle. He ſhewed it to WI man, w 
his general, who conſented to try the ſincerity of her Wing on 
intentivns and withdrew his army, ordering the ber wo 
young man to return with a ſelect body of men at child th 
midnight. She admitted bim at the appointed hour, ion of 
he deitroyed the garriſon, took the father priſoner, Ibis is « 
and made her his wife. This town is in Aſia, firt Ware not 
founded by the Milefians. Ceſtos is in Europe, and de ſton, 
was once the-principal city cf Cherſoneſus. Since I bat the 
have ſcen this ſireight, I find nothing improbable in Wſetatior 
the adventure of Leander, or very wonderful in the i poſſe 
bridge of boats of Xerxes. Tis ſo narrow, tis de poor 
not ' fuarprizing a young lover ſhould attempt to Her capt 
ſwim, or an ambitious King try to paſs bis army over {Wines m 
it. But then *tis ſo ſubject to ſtorms, 'tis vo wonder io the 
the lover periſhed and the bridge was broken, From beat wou 
hence we had a full view of mount Ida; The ry 
WWW — Nor Gree 
© Where Juno onee careſs'd her amorous Jove, women b 
And be world's maſter lay ſubdued by love. = the 
8988 43% | Wite lin 
Not many leagues from hence, I ſaw the point of ¶ eir bead 
land where poor old Hecuba was buried, and about Nds upon 
a league from that place is Cape Janizary, the fa- een, Mr. 
mous promontory of Sigzum, where we anchored. ed as on. 
My curioſity ſupplied me with ſtrength to climb to uns, ſup 


the top of it, to ſee the place where Achilles was dy beg, 
buried; and where Alexander ran naked round bis tum ; 
tomb in honour of him, which, no doubt was a great n, and 


comfort to his ghoſt, I ſaw there the ruins of Fee Kent, 
SE arge 


- 
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large city, and found a ſtone on which Mr. W——y 
plainly diſtinguiſhed the words of Sigæn Polin. We. 
ordered this on board the ſhip ; but were ſhewed o- 
ers much more curious by a Greek Prieſt, though 
avery ignorant fellow, that could give no tolerable 
account of any thing. On each fide the door of this 
little church lie two large ſtones, about ten feet long 
each, five in breadth and three in thickneſs. —That 
00 the right is a very fine white marble, the fide of it 
beautifully carved in bas -- relief; it repreſents a wo- 
nan, Who ſeems to be deſigned for ſome Deity, ſit- 
ting on a chair with a footſtool, and before ber ano- 
ther woman weeping and preſenting to her a young 
child that ſhe has in her arms, fallowed by a proceſ- 
ion of women with children in the ſame manner. 
This is certainly part of a very ancient tomb ; but [ 
(are not pretend to give a true explanation of it, On 
the ſtone, on the left fide, is a very fair inſcription, 
but the Greek is too ancient for Mr. W—y's inter- 
pretation. [ am very ſorry not to have the original in 
by poſſeſſion, which might have been purchaſed of 
ne poor inhabitants for a ſmall ſum of money. But 
tur captain aſſured us, that without having ma- 
tunes made on . purpoſe, twas impoſſible to bear 
to the ſea-fide, and when it was there, his long- 
at would not be large enough to hold it. 

The ruins of this great city are now inhabited by 
Nor Greek peaſants, who wear the Sciote habit, the 
Women being in ſhort petticoats faſtened by ſtraps 
Wound their ſhoulders, and large ſmock-fleeves, of 
ite linen, with neat ſhoes and ſtockings, and on 
iteir heads a large piece of muſlin, which falls in large 
Ads upon their ſhoulders. ——One of my country- 
ten, Mr. Sands, (whoſe book 1 doubt not you have 
tid as one of the beſt of its kind) ſpeaking of theſe 
uns, ſuppoſes them to have been the foundation of 
ity begun by Conſtantine, before his building By- 


uam; but J ſee no good reaſon for that imagina- 
Wn, and am apt to believe them much more 
lent, 


We 
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We ſaw very plainly from this promontory, the 
river Simois rolling from mount Ida, and running Wooly 
through a very ſpacious valley: Tris now a'confider. Wiki St: 
able river, and is called Simores; it is joined in the Neaſon, 
rale by the Scamander, Which appeared a ſmall Ne the i 
ſtream half choaked- with mud, but is perhaps large Wllired an 
in the winter. This was Xanthus amongſt the Gods, {hight g 
as Homer tells us, and *tis- by that heavenly name pur roy 
the nymph Oenone invokes it, incher epiſtle to Paris, Mat. \ 
The Trojan virgins uſed te- offer their firſt favours to Mid of 
it by the name of Seamander, till the- adventure, ud twe 
which Menſfeur la Fontuine hes told ſo a greeably, abo- uſeripti. 
lied that heatheniſi ceremony. When the ſtream 
is mingled witlt the Simois, they run together to 
the ſex. 4 N . 

All that is now left of Troy is the ground on which 
it ſtood; for I am firmly perſuaded whatever pieces 
of antiquity may be found round it, are much more 
modern, and I think Strabo ſays the ſame thing. 
However, there is ſome pleaſure lin ſeeing the valley 
where J imagine the famous duel of Menelaus and 
Paris had been fought, and where the greateſt city 
in the world was ſituated, *Tis- certainly the no- 
bleſt ſituation that can be found for the head of a 
great empire, much to be preferred to that of Con- 
itantinople, the harbour here being always conveni⸗ 
ent for ſhips from all parts of the world; and that of 
Conſtantinople inacceſſible almoſt ſix months in the 
year, while the north wind reigns. 1 Fn 

North of the promontory of Sigeum- we ſaw that 
of Rhzteum, famed for the ſepulchre-of Ajax, — MIL 
While 1 viewed-theſe celebrated fields and rivers, 1 | 
admired the exact geography of Homer, whom | had 
in my hand. Almoſt every epithet he gives to à 
mountain or plain; is ſtill juſt ſor it ; and I ſpent ſe- 
veral hours in às agreeable cogitations, as ever Don 
Quixote had on mount Monteinos. We ſailed next 
night to the ſhore where tis vulgarly reported Troy 
ſtood, and I rock the pains of riſing at two in the 


morning to view coolly thoſe ruins which _—_— 
m 
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nonly ſhewn to ſtrangers, and which the Turks call 


Ii Stamboul, i. e. Old Conſtantinople. For that 
xaſon, as well as ſome others, I conjecture them to 


e the remains of that city begun by Conſtantine. 1. 


lired an aſs (the only voiture to be had there) that I 


night go ſome miles into the country, and take a 


pur round the ancient walls, which are of a vaſt ex- 
ent. We ſound the remains of a caſtle on a hill, 
nd of another in a valley, ſeveral broken pillars 
ud two pedeſtals, from which 1 took tneſe Latin 
uſcriptions: | 


DIVI. AUG. COL, 
ET. COL. 1UL. PHILIPPFENStS., 
EORUNDEM. ET. PRINCIP. Au. 
COL. IUL. PARIANAE. TRIBUN. 
MILIT, COH. XXXII. VOLUNTAR., 
TRIB, MILLY, LEG, XIII., GEM. 
PRAEFECTO. lr. ALAE. 1. 
$SCUBULORUM, 
„ VIC VIiShe".. + 


DIVI. iur. FLAMINEK, 
c. ANTONIO; M. F, 
VOLT, RUFO, FLAMIN., 
DIV. AUG. COL, CL. APRENS, 
- ET. COL, 1UL. PHILIPPENSIS. 
EORUNDEM, ET, PRINCIP, ITEM, 
cor. iur. PARIANAE, TRIB. 
MILIT, con. xxxlii. VOLUNTAR I1OR, 
| TRIB. MILIT. XIII. 
GEM, PRAEP, EQUIT. ALAE, 1. 
 SCUBULORUM, 
lie. es. 


do not doubt bat the remains of a temple near this 


Pace are the ruins of one dedicated to Auguſtus, and 


know not why Mr. Sands calls it a Chriſtian tem- 


le, üace the Romans certainly bail t hercabouts.— 


Here 


1 
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Here are many tombs of fine marble: and vaſt: pieces 
of granate; which are daily leſſened by the prodigi, 
ous balls that the Turks make, from them, for their 
cannon. We pafſed that evening the iſle of Tenes , 
dos, once under the patronage of Apollo, as he gave 
it in, himſelf, ir- the particulars of his eſtate, when 
he courred Daphne. It is but ea" miles in circuit, 
but in thoſe days very rich and well peopled, till 
famous for its excellent wines 1 ſay: nothing of 
Tenes, from whence it was called, but named Myti- 
lene where we paſſed next. I cannot forbeat men- 
tioning Leſbos, where Sappho ſung and Eittacus 
reigned, famous for the birth of Alcæus, Theo- 
phraſtus and Ation, thoſe maſters in poetry, philaio- 
phy, and muſic. This was one of the laſt iſlands 
that remained in the Chriſtian dominion: after the 
conqueſt of Conſtantinople by the Turks. But need 
I talk to you of Catucuſeno, & c. Princes that you 
are as well acquainted with as.I am: Twas with 
regret I ſaw us ſail from this iſland into the Eu- 
gean ſea, now the Archipelago, leaving Scio (the 
antient Chibs) on the left, which is the richeſt and 
moſt populous of theſe iſlands; frumful in cotton, 
corn and filk, planted with groves of oranges and le- 
mon trees, and the Atviſian mountain ſtill celebrated 
for the nectar that Virgil meations . Here is the beſt 
manufacture of fille in all Turkey. The town 1s 
well built, the women famous for. their beauty, and 
ſhew their faces; as in Chriſtendom; There are many 
rich families; thoꝰ they conſine their magniſicence to 
the inũde of their houſes, to avoid the jealouſy of 
the Turks, who- have 2 Baſſa here; however, they 
enjoy a reaſonable liberty, and indulge the genius of 
their country ; | 


And eat and fing, and dance away their time, 
Freſh as their groves and happy as tbeir clime« 


* Their chains hang lightly on them, tho! tis not long 
fince they were impoſed, not being under the Tort 
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all 1566. But perhaps tis as eaſy to obey the 
Grand Signior as the ſtate of -Genaa, to whom. they 
were ſold by the Greek Emperor. But I forget my- 
ſelf in theſe hiſtorical touches, which are very im- 
pertinent When write to you. Paſſing the ſtreight 
between the iſlands oſ Andros and Achaia, now Li- 
'badia, we ſaw the promontory of Lunium, now call- 
ed Cape Colona, where are yet ſtanding the vaſt pi]- 
lars of a temple of Minerya.—This-venerable ſight 
made me think with a double regret on a beautiful 
temple of Theſeus, which I am aſſuted was almoſt 
entire 2 Athens till the laſt campaign in the Morea, 
that the Turks filled it with powder and it was acci- 
dentally blown up. Vou may believe | bad a great 
mind to land on the famed Peloponneſus, tho? it were 
only to look on the rivers of A ſopus, Peneus, Ina- 
chus, and Eurotas, the fields of Arcadia and other 
ſcenes of ancient Mythology. But initead of Demi- 
gods and Heroes, | was credibly informed, tis now 
over-run- by robbers, and that I ſhould run a great 
riſque of falling into their hands by undertaking ſuch 
2 journey- thröugh a deſart country, for which how- 
ever have ſo much reſpect, that I have much ada to 
binder myſelf from troubling you with its whole hi- 
tory from the foundation of Nycana and Corinth to 
the laſt campaign there; but I check the inclination, 
as Fdid that of landing. We ſailed quietly by ape 
Angelo, once Malea, where I ſaw no remains of the 
famous temple of Apollo, We came that evening 
in ſight of Candia; it is very mountainous z we ea- 
ily diſtinguiſhed that of Ida.—We have VirgiPs au» 
thority that here were an hundred cities 


Cn Urbes habitant Magna 


The chief of them the ſcene of monſtrous paſſions. 
Metellus firſt conquered this birth place of his Jupi- 
(er; it fell afterwards into the hands of—l am run- 
mog on to the very ſiege of Candia, and I am. fo 


lorry with myſelf that 1 will paſs by all the other 
iſlands 


156 


üllands with this general reflection, that 'tis impoſ: 
fible to imagine any thing more agreeable than thi 
journey would have been two or three thouſand year 
fince, when after drinking a diſh of tea with Sappho 

- '] might have gone, the ſame evening, to viſit the 
- temple of Homer in Chios, and paſſed this voyage i 
taking plans of magnificent temples, delineating 
the miracles of ſtatuaries and converſing with the 
moſt polite and moit gay of ' mankind. Alas | Ar 
js extin here, the wonders of nature alone remain 
and it was with vaſt pleaſure I obſerved thoſe o 
mount Etna, whoſe flame appears very bright in the 
night many leagues off at ſea, and fills the head with 
However, I honour Philo 
ſophy too much to imagine it could turn to that © 
Empedocles; and Lucian ſhall never make mt 


k 


a thouſand conjectures 


believe ſuch à ſcandal of a man of whom Ly 
T_T" 2 


nix humana videtur fripe ereat us 


We paſſed Trinacria without hearing any of the $i 
rens that Homer deſcribes, and; being thrown o 
© neither Scylla nor Char: bdis, came ſafe to Malt 
' firſt called Melita, from the abundance of honey 
It is a whole rock covered with very little earth. 
© The Grand Maſter lives here in the ſtate of a ov 
' reign Prince; but his ſtrength at. ſea now is ver 
* ſmall. The fortifications are reckoned the beſt in th 
world, all cut in the ſolid rock with infinite expenc 
and labour. Off this iſland we were toſſed by a ſe 
vere ſtorm, and were very glad, after eight days, ! 
be able to put into Porta Farine on the Africa 
ſhore, where our ſhip now rides, At Tunis we we 
met by the Engliſh conſul who reſides here, I re: 
dily accepted of the offer of his houſe there fe 
ſome days, being very curious to ſee this pa 
of the world, and particularly the ruins of Ca 
' thage. I ſet out in his chaiſe at nine at night, . 


moon being at fall. I ſaw the proſpect of the = 
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ty almoſt as well as T could have done by day light, 
and the heat of the ſun is now ſo intolerable, tis im- 
poſſible to travel at any other time. The ſoil is, for 
the moſt part, ſandy, but every where fruitful of 
date, olive and fig-trees, which grow without art, yet 
afford the moſt delicious fruit in the world. Their 
vineyards and melon fields are encloſed by hedges of 
that plant we call Indian fig, which is an admirable 
fence, no wild beaſt being able to paſs it. It grows 
a great height, very thick, and the ſpikes or thorns 
ge as long and as ſharp as bodkins ; it bears a fruit 
much eaten by the peaſants, and which has no ill. 
uſte. 2 ih e | | 
It being now the ſeaſon of the Turkiſh Ramadan, 
or Lent, and ail here profeſling, at leaſt, the Maho- 
wetan religion, they falt till the going down of the 
ſun, and ſpend the night in feaſting. We ſaw under 
the trees companies of the country people, eating, 
inging and dancing to their wild muſic. They are 
not quite black, but all mulattoes, and the moſt 
rightful creatures that can appear in an human fi- 
pure, They are almoſt naked, only wearing a piece 
of coarſe ſerge wrapped about them. But the wo- 
men have” their arms to their very ſhoulders, and 
their necks and faces, adorned with flowers, ſtars, 
and various ſorts of figures impreſſed by gun- powder, 
a conſiderable addition to their native deformity, © 
Which is, however, eſteemed very ornamental a- 
mongit them; and I believe they ſuffer a good deal 
of pain by it. | | | 
About fix miles from Tunis we ſaw the remains of 
tat noble aqueduct, which carried the water to Car- 
mage, over ſeveral high mountains, the length of 
forty miles. There are ſtill many arches entire. We 
bent two hours in viewing it with great attention, 
and Mr. W——y aſſured me, that Reme is very 
much inferior to it. The ſtones are of a prodigious 
le, and yet all poliſhed and ſo exactly fitted to each 
ther, very little cement has been made vſe of to join 
wem. Yet they may probably ſtand a thouſand years 
Vor. II. P longer, 
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X- cannot believe were ever deſigned for that uſe. 
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longer, if art is not made uſe of to pull them down, 
Soon after day-break I arrived at Tunis, a town 
fairly built of very white ſtone, but quite without 
Funes g which they ſay were all deſtroyed when the 

rks firſt took it, none having been planted ſince. 
The dry ſand gives a very diſagtreeable proſpect to the 
eye, and the want of ſhade contributing to the na- 
tural-heat of the climate, renders it ſo exteſſive, that 

] have much ado to ſupport it. Tis true, here is 


= erery noon the refreſhment of the ſea- breeze, without 


which it would be impoſſible to live; but no freſh 
water, but what is preſerved in the ciſtern of the 

rains that fall in the month of September. The 
women of the town go veiled from head to feet under 

| a black crape, and being mixed with a breed of re- 
gnegadoes are ſaid to be many of them fair and hand- 
ö ſome. This city was beſieged in 1270 by Lewis king 
of France, who died under the walls of it, of a peſ- 
i: tilential fever. After his death, Philip, his ſon, and 
dur prince Edward, ſon of Henry III. raiſed the ſiege 
'f on honovrable terms. It remained under its natura 
African kings, till betrayed into the hands of Bar 
baroſſa, but it was recovered by the Turks under the 
conduct of Sinan Baſla, in the reign of Selim II 
From that time till now, it has remained tributar 
to the Grand Signior, governed by a Bey, who ſuf 
fers the name of ſubjet to the Turk, but has re 
{ nounced the ſubjection, being abſolute and very {el 
dom paying any tribute. The great city of Bagda 
is, at this time, in the ſame circumſtances; and the 
Grand Signior connives at the loſs of theſe dom! 
nions for tear of loſing even the titles cf them. 

] went very early yelterday morning (ester ont 
night's repoſe) to ſee the ruins of Carthage —| w3 
however half broiled in the ſun, and overjoyed to d. 

Fl led into one of the ſubterranean apartments, whici 
they called the ſtables of the Elephants, but which 


OO. 


i found in many of them broken pieces of columns 
fne marble, and ſome orphy TY. 1 cannot thin! 
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ny body would take the inſignißcant pains of carry- 

ing them hither, and 1 cannot imagine ſuch fine pil- 

lars were deſigned for the uſe of ſtables. I am apt to 
belie ue they were ſummer apartments under their pa- 
laces, which the heat of the climate rendered neceſ- 
ary. They ate now uſed as granaries by the country 
reople. While [ ſat here, from the town of Tents, 
not far off, many of the women ffocked in to fee me, 
und we were equally entertained with viewing, one! 
mother. Their poſture in fitting, the colour of their 
kin, their lank black hair falling on each fide their * 
ces, their features and the ſhape of their limbs, 


liffer ſo little from their country-people the baboons, © / 
ns hard to fancy them a diſtinct race; I could not 
telp chinking there had been ſome ancient alliances CES 
between them. 15 | | 
| When I was little refreſhed by reſt, and ſome milk 
nd exquiſite fruit they brought me, | went up the 
tle hill where once ſtood the caſtle of Byrſa, and 
rom thence I had a diftin& view of the ſituation of 
be famous city of Carthage, which ſtood on an iſth- 
As, the ſea coming on each ſide of it. Tis now a - 
darſhy ground on one fide, where there are ſalt- 
ponds, Strabo calls Carthage forty miles in cir- 
tumference. - There are now no remains of it, but 
mat { have deſcribed ; and the hiſtory of it is too 
dell known to want any abridgment'of it. You ſee, 
ir, that I think you eſteem obedience better than _ 
wmpliments, I have anſwered your letter by giving 
Jou the accounts you deſired, and have reſerved my 
lanks to the concluſion. I intend to leave this 
Place to- morrow, and continue my journey through 
laly and France. In one of thoſe places I hope to 
til you by word of mouth that I am | 
Your humble ſervant, &c, 


N 
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LETTER XIV. 
To * Conntals of ee 


| | Genoa, Aug. 28, O.S. 1718. 
BEG your pardon, my dear fiſter, that 1 did not 
write to you from Tunis, the only opportunity | 
| have had ſince I left Conſtantinople. But the heat 
there was ſo exceſſive, and the light ſo bad for thi 
light, I was half blind by writing one letter to th 
Abbot —— ; and durſt not go to write many others, 
I had deſigned; nor indeed could I have entettained 
you very well out of that barbarous country. I at 
now ſurrounded with ſubjects of pleaſure, and am { 
much charmed with the beauties of Italy, that [ 
mould think it a kind of ingratitude not to offer 
little praiſe in return far the diverſion I have had 
here.—l am in the houſe of Mrs. D'Avenant at St. 
Pierre d' Arena, and ſhould be very unjuſt not to 
low her a ſhare of that praiſe I ſpeak of, ſince he 
good humour and good company have very much cor 
tributed to render this place agreeable to me. 
Genoa is fitvated in a very fine bay, and being 
built on a riſing hill intermixed with gardens, and 
' beautified with the moſt excellent architecture, give 
a very fine proſpect off at ſea; though it loſt much of 
its beauty in my eyes, having been accultomed tt 
inst of Conſtantinople. The Genoeſe were once 
maſters of ſeveral iſlands in the Archipelago, and 
all that part of Conſtantinople which is now calle 
Galata. Their betraying the Chriſtian cauſe, b 
facilitating the taking of Conſtantinople by i 
Turk, deſerved what has fince happened to them 
even the loſs of all their conqueſts cn that fide i 
thoſe infidels. They are at preſent far from rich 
and are deſpiſed by the French, ſince their Doge . 
forced by the late King to go in perſon to Paris, i 


aſk pardon for ſuch a trifle as the arms of France 
ove! 
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over the houſe of the Envoy being ſpattered with 
dung in the night. This I ſuppoſe was done by 
ſome of the Spaniſh faction, which ſtill makes the 
majority here, though they dare not openly declare 
it. The ladies affect the French habit, and are more 
zenteel than thoſe they imitate, I do not doubt but 
the Ciziſbei's has very much improved their airs, — 
| know not whether you ever heard of thoſe animals. 
Upon my word, nothing but my own eyes could 
have convinced me there were any ſuch upon earth. 
The faſhion begun here, and is now received all over 
Italy, where the huſbands are not ſuch terrible crea- 
tures as we repreſent them. There are none among 
them ſuch brutes as to pretend to find fault with a 
tuſtom fo well eſtabliſhed, and ſo politically found- 
ed, ſince I am aſſured that it was an expedient, firſt 
und out by the Senate, to put an end to thoſe fa- 
nily hatreds, which tore their eſtates to pieces, and 
to find employment for thoſe yeung men, who were 
forced to cut one another's throats, pour paſſer le 
temps ; and it has ſucceeded ſo well, that fince the 
inſtitution of the Ciziſbei, there has been nothin 
but peace and good humour amongſt them. Theſe 
ve gentlemen who devote themſelves to the ſervice 
of a particular lady (I mean, a married one, for the 
nirgins are all invifible, and confined to Convents:) 
They are obliged to wait on her toall public places, 
pch as the plays, operas and aſſemblies (which are 
called here Converſations) where they wait behind 
ter chair, to take care of her fan and gloves, if ſhe 
plays, have the privilege of whiſpers, &c.—When 
he goes out, they ferve her inſtead of lacquies, 
pravely trottiag by her chair. *Tis their buſineſs to 
prepare for her a preſent againſt any day of public 
appearance, not forgetting that of her own name f; 
in ſhort, they are to ſpend all their time and money 
in her ſervice, who rewards them accordingly, (for 
opportunity they want none) but the huſband is not 

3 to 


That js, the day of che Saint after w hom ſhe is called. 
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to have the impudence to ſoppoſe this any other than 
pure Platonic friendſhip. *Tis true, they endeavourſregio, v 
to give her a Ciziſbei of their own chuſing; butrourites 
when the lady happens not to be of the fame taſte, a;MWhorror ; 


that often happens, ſhe never fails to bring it aboutcrucifix 
to have one to her own fancy. In former times, one Theſe n 


Titian, 


; beauty uſed to have eight or ten of theſe humble ad. Nia the 
mirers ; but thoſe days of plenty and humility areſWpleaſed 
no more. Men grow more ſcarce and ſaucy, andſexprefſi1 

every lady is forced to content herſelf with one at i paſſion 
time. | m the ſ 

You may ſee ia this place the glorious liberty of afff Cleopat 
Republic, or, more properly, an Aſtriſtocracy, the ed; an 
com mon people being here as arrant ſlaves as the not firſt 
French, but the old nobles pay little reſpect to the eſtimab 
Doge, who is but two years in his office, and whoſeſW Lawren 
wife, at that very time, aſſumes no rank above ano is kept 
ther noble lady. Tis true, the family of Andrei is not 
Doria (that great man, who reſtored them that liber which, | 
they enjoy) have ſome particular privileges. When ment a. 
the ſenate found it neceſiary'to put a ſtop to the lux they af 
ury of dreſs, forbidding the wearing of jewels and their re 
brocades, they left them at liberty to make what er Annun 
pence they pleaſed, I look with great. pleaſure oi lars are 

the ſtatue of that hero, which is in the court belong broſe h 
ing to the houſe of dulie Doria. This puts me iH but Ie. 
mind of their palacgs, which I can never deſcribe al me, af 
T ought.——ls it not enough that I ſay, they 2% them t! 
molt of them the deſign of Palladio ? The ſtree 1 hope 
called Strada Nuoya, is perhaps the moſt beautiful ume, 1 
line of building in the world. I muſt particular that we 
mention the vaſt palaces of Durazzo, thoſe of th nobody 
two Balbi, joinehgogether by a magnificent colon indeed 
ade, that of the Imperiale at this village of St. Pier adly p: 
d'Arena, and another of the Doria. The perfection} village 
of architecture, and the utmoſt profuſion of rich fu © houſe 
niture are to be- ſeen here, diſpoſed with the mol nobly x 
elegaat taſte, and laviſh magnificence. But I 2W Ve w. 
charmed with nothing ſo much as the colie&tion © a 

nc 


pictures by the pencils of Raphael, Paulo Veroneſe 
$754 | Tinas 
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Titian, Carracci, Michael Angelo, Guido and Cor. 
regio, which two I mention laſt as my particular fa. 
yourites. I own, I can find no pleaſure in objects of L 
horror ; and in my opinion, the more naturally a 
crucifix is repreſented, the more diſagreeable it 1s — 
Theſe my beloved painters ſhew_nature, and ſhew it 
in the moſt charming light, 1 was particularly 
pleaſed with a Lucretia in the houſe of Balbi ; the 
expreſſive beauty of that face and boſom gives all the 
paſſion of pit and admiration, that could be raiſed 
m the ſoul, by the fineſt poem on that ſubject. A 
Cleopatra, of the ſame hand deſerves to be mention- 
ed ; and I ſhauld ſay more of her, if Lucretia had 
not. firſt engaged x eyes. tere are alſo ſome in- 
eſtimable ancient buſtos. The church of St. 
Lawrence 1s built of black and white marble, where 
is kept that famous plate of a fingle Emerald, which 
is not now permitted to be handled, fince a plot, 
which, they ſay, was diſcovered to throw it on the pave- 
ment and break it; a childiſh piece of malice, which 
they aſcribe to the King of Sicily, to be revenged for 
their refuling to ſell it to-him. The church of the 
Annunciation is finely lined with marble ; the pil. 
lars are of red and white marble ; that of St. Am- 
broſe has been very much adorned by the Jeſuits ; 
but I confeſs all the churches appeared fo mean to 
me, after that of Sancta Sophia, I can hardly do 
them the honour of writing down their names, But 
I hope you will own I have made good ule of my 
ume, in ſeeing ſo much, ſince *tis not many days 
that we have been out of the quarrantine, from which 
nobody is exempted coming from the Levant. Ours, 
indeed, was very much ſhortened, and very agree- 
ably paſſed in Mrs. D*'Avenant's company, in the 
village of St. Pierte, about a mile from Genca, in 
a houſe built by Palladio, fo well deſigned, and ſo 
nobly proportioned, *twas a pleaſure to walk in it. — 
We were viſited here only by a few Engliſh, in the 
company of a noble Genocſe, commiilioned to ſee we 

id not touch one another.—l ſhall tay here ſome 


days 
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days longer, and could almoſt wiſh it were for all ny 
life; but mine I fear is not deſtined to ſo much tran. 
quillity. | | : 
| Iam, &c. &, 
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To the Counteſs of —. I 
> Turin, Sept. 12, O. S. 1718, 

CAME, in two days, from Genoa, through fine 
reads to this place. I have already ſeen what is 
ſhewed to ſtrangers in the town, which indeed is not 
worth a particular deſcription ; as I have not reſpet 
enough for the holy handkerchief, to ſpeak long of 
it. The churches are handſome, and ſo is the King's 
palace; but I have lately ſeen ſuch perfection of ar- 
chiteQure, I did not - give much 55 my attention to 
theſe pieces. The town itſelf is fairly built, ſituated 
in a fine plain on the banks of the Po. At a little 
diſtance from it, we ſaw the palaces of La Venerie, 
and La Valentin, both very agreeable retreats. We 
were lodged in the Piazza Royale, which is one of 
the nobleſt ſquares I ever ſaw, with a fine portico of 
white lone quite round it. We were immediately 
viſited by the Chevalier ——, whom you knew in 
_ England, who, with great civility, begged to intro- 
duce us at court, which is now kept at Rivoli, about 
a league from Turin. I went thither yeſterday and 
had the honour of waiting on the Queen, being pre- 
- ſented to her by her firſt lady of honour. I found 
her Majeſty in a magnificent apartment, with a train 
of handſome ladies all dreſſed in gowns, amongſt 
which it was eaſy to diſtingviſh the fair princeſs of 
Carignan. The Queen entertained me with a world 
of ſweetneſs and affability, and ſeemed miſtreſs of 2 
great ſhare of good ſenſe. She did not forget to put 
me in mind of her Engliſh blood; and added, = 
| 8 
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he always felt in berſelf a particular inclination to 
love the Engliſh, ' I returned her civility, by giving 
her the title of Majeſty as often as I could, which 
perhaps ſhe will not have the comfort of hearing 
many months longer. — The King has a great 
deal of vivaeity in his eyes; and the young. Prince of 
pied mont is a very handſome young man; but the 
great devotion which this court is at preſent fallen 
into, does not permit any of thoſe entertainments 
proper for his age. Proce ffions and maſſes are all the 
nagnificence in faſhion here; and gallantry is ſo 
criminal, that the poor Count of ——, wbo was our 
acquaintance in London, 1s very ſeriouſly diſgraced, 
for ſome ſmall overtures he preſumed to make to a 
maid of honour, I intend to ſet out to- morrow, and 
to paſs thofe dreadful Alps, ſo much talked of,—If L 
tome to the bottom, you ſhall bear of me. 

I am, &c. &c. 


r Nei 
To Mrs. 7 —. 


Luxons, Sept. 25, O.S. 1718. 
RECEIVED, at my arrival beie, both your 
obliging letters, and alſo letters from many of 

my other friends, defigned to Conſtantinople,” and 
ſent me from Marſeilles hither ; our merchant-there 
knowing we were upon our return, I am ſurprized 
to hear my ſiſter —— has left England. I ſuppoſe 
what I wrote to her from Turin will be loſt, and 
where to direct | know not, having no account of hep 
affairs from her own hand. For my own part'l am 
confined to my chamber, having kept my bed till 
yelterday, ever fince the 17th, that I came to this 
town, where I have had ſo terrible a fever, I believed 
for ſome time, that all my journies were ended bere ; 
ad I do nat at all wonder chat ſuch fatigues 1 

ave 


1 
. s - 
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o 


166 L IZ T T Z R . [Ler. 4j. 


have paſſed ſou!d bave ſuch in effect. The firf 


day's journey from Turin to Novaleſſe is thro? a very 
fine country, beautifully planted and enriched by art 
and nature. The next day we began to aſcend mount 
Cenis, being carried in little ſeats of twiſted oſters, 


fixed upon poles, upon men's ſhoulder's ; our Chai- 


ſes taken to pieces and laid upon mules. 

The prodigious proſpect of mountains covered with 
eternal ſnow, of clouds hanging far below our feet, 
and of vaſt caſcades tumbling down the rocks with 2 
confuſed roaring, would have been entertaining to 


me, if I had ſuffered leſs from the extreme cold that 


reigns here. But the miſty rains which fall perpetu- 


ally, penetrated even the thick fur I was wiappel 


in; and | was half dead with cold before we get to 
the foot of the mountain, which was not till two 
hours after dark, This hill has a ſpacious plain on 
the top of it, and a fine lake there; but the deſcent 
is fo ſleep and ſippery, tis ſurprizing to ſee theſe 


__ chairmen go 10 ſteadily as they-do. Let I was not 


half ſo much ahaid of breaking my neck, as I was 
of falling ſick, Ind che event has ſhewed that I placed 
my fears right. 

The other mountains are now all paſſable for a 
chaiſe, and very fruitful in vines and paſtures. A- 
mongit them is a breed of the fineſt goats in the 
world. Acquebellet is the laſt, and ſoon after we 
entered Pont Beauvoiſin, the frontier towrrof France, 
whoſe bridge parts this kingdom, and the dominions 


of Savoy. The ſame night we arrived late at this 


town, where I had nothing to de but to take care of 


my health. I think myſelf already out of any dan- 
ger, and am determined, that the ſore throat, which 
itill remains, ſhall not confine me long; I am im: 
patient to ſee the curioſities of this famous city, and 
more impatient to continue my journey to Paris, 
from whence I hope to write you a more diverting 
letter than 'tis poſſible for me to do now, with 2 
mind weakened by ſickneſs, a head muddled with 
ſpleen, from a ſorry inn, and a chamber crammed 
A wi 
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vith moitifying objects of apothecaries vials and 
battles. | £5.56 | 1 
| I am, &c. &c, 


LETTER XLVIII. 
To Mr. Pope: 


Lone, Sept. 28, O.S. 1718. 

] RECEIVED yours here; and ſhould thank you for 
the pleaſure you ſeem to enjoy from my return ; 
but can hardly forbear being angry at you, for re- 
joicing at what diſpleaſes me ſo much. You will 
think this but an odd compliment on my fide, 11! 
ſure you, *tis not from inſenſibiſity of the joy of 
ſeeing my friends; but when I conſider that 1 muſt, 
at the ſame time, ſee and hear a thouſand diſagree- 
zble impertinents; that I muſt receive and pay vi- 
its, make curteſies, and aſſiſt at tea-tables, where I 
ſna!] be half killed with queſtions; and, on the 
other part, that I am a creature, that cannot ſerve 


my preſence is not a neceflary good to any one mem- 
ber of my native country, I think I might much bet- 
ter have ſtaid where eaſe and quiet made up the hap- 
pineſs of my indolent life, —-| ſhould certainly be 
nelancholy, if I purſued this theme one line farther. 
I will rather fill the remainder of this paper with the 
inſcriptions on the tables of braſs, that are placed 
on each ſide of the town: houſe. 


I. TABLE. 


Macrerum. noflra. :: 5 fi + + 5 5 5 Equidem, 
frimam omnium. illam. cogitationem. hominum. quam. 
naxime. primam. occurſuram. mihi, pri video. depre- 
for, ne. quaſi, novam. iſtam. rem, introduci. exhor- 
rejcatis. ſed. illa. potins. cogitetis. quam. multa 1 in. 

g ac. 


ary body but with inſignicant good wiſbes; and that 
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Sac. eivitate. novata. fint. et. quidem. ſtatim, al 
origine. urbis. noſtræ. in. quod. formas. ſtatnſqu 
res. p. noftra. didudta. fit. 5 | 
Duondam. reges. hanc. tenuere. urbem, ne tame 
domeſticis. ſucceſſeribus. eam. tradere. contigit. ſuper 
venere. alieni. et.  quidam. externi. ut. Numa. Ri 
mulo. ſucceſſerit. ex. Sabinis. weniens, vicinus. quiden 
ſed. tunc, externus, ut. Anco. Marcio. Priſcus. T arqui 
nius. propter. temeratum. ſanguinem. quod. patre. dt 
marato. Corinthio. natus. erat, et. T arquinienſi. ma 
re. gentro/a. fed. inopi. ut. gu. tali. marito. neceſt 
babuerit. fuccumbere. cum, domi. repelletur. a. gt 
rendit. honoribus. poſtquam. Romam, migrawvit. reg 
| mum. | ateptus. off, huic. quoque. et. filio. nepotive 
ejus. nam. et. hoc. inter qutores. diſcrepat. inſertu 
Servint. Tullius. fi. neftros. ſeguimur. captiva. natui 
ocrefia. fi. tuſcos. cœli. quondam. wvivenne. ſodalis. fid 
lifſimus. -omnifque. ejus, eaſus. comes. poſtquam. varia 
fortuna. exact ut. cum. omnibus. religuis. cœliani. ex 
.ercitus. Etruria. exceſſt. montem. Celium. occupavit 
et. a. duce. ſur, Celid. ita. appellitatus. mutatoqut 
nomine. uam. tuſce. naſtarna ei. nomen. erat. ita 
appellatus. el. ut. dix. et. regnum. ſumma. cunt 
reip. utilitate. optinuit. deinde. poſiquam. T arquin 
Super bi. » mores. 'inwvifi. civitati. noftre. eſſe. caperunt 
un ipſius. qua. filiorum. ejut. nempe. perteſum. tf 
mentes. regni. et. ad. conſules. annuos,' magiſtratu 
adminiſtratio, rep. tranſlata. et. | 
Quid. nunc. commemarem. dictaturæ. hoc. ipſo. cn 
. falari. imperium. valentius. repertum. apud majorort 
.. noſtros." quo. in. aſperioribus. bellis. aut. in. civil 
metu. dificiliore, uterentur. aut. in. auxilium. plebi 
' - creatos tribunos. plebei. quid. a. conſulibus. ad. 4 
cemviros. tranſlatum. imperium. ſolutogue. poſtea. a 
cemvirali, regno. ad. conſules. rurſus. reditum. gu. 
im : + v. 'ris. diſtributum, conſulare. imperiun 
tribunoſque. militum. conſulari. imperio. apptilats 
qui. ſent. et. oftoni. crearentur. quid. communicals 
poftremo. cum. plebe. honores. non. imperi. ſolum. jd 
 facerdetorum, quoque, jamf. narrem. bella. a. guilu 
cæperiti 
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caperint. majoret. mf. et. quo. procefſerimus, ve- 
rtor. ne. aimio. inſoluntior. efje. videar. et. queſift. 
jaRationem. fa. prolati. imperi. ultra. oceanum. 


jd ill. C. Porius. revertar. n 
u. TABLE. 
| # 
r EV 
: : e. :: : divis : aug : : no : Jus. et. patruas. 


7. char. . N 6c al igue, coloni arum ac muni- 
cipiorum. bonorum. ſcilicet. virorum. et. locupletiam. 
in." bac. curia. tft. wvoluit. quid. ergo. non. itali- 
acus. ſenator." provinciali. potior. eff, jam. vobis. cum. 
banc. partem. cenſure. mee. approbare. capers. quid, 
de. fa. re. ſentiam. rebus. oflendam. ſed. ne. provinciales. 
quidem. „, modo. e, curiam. poterint, rejiciendos, 
puto. 

Ornatiſſima. ecce. colonia. walentiſimaque. riennens 
fam. quam. longo. jam. tempore. ſenatores. buic. curie. 
con fert. tx ud. ha inter. paucos. equeſiris. ordinis, 
ornamentum. L. reflinum. familiariſſime. diligo. et. bo- 
lieu. in. rebus. meis. detineo. cujus. liberi. fruantur. 
que/o. primo. Jacerdotiorum. grads. poſt. modo. cum. 
annis. promoturi. dignitatis ſue incrementa. ut. airum. 
nomen. latronis. taceam. et. odi. illud. paleſlricum. pro- 
diguum. ,quod. ante. in. domum. conſulatum. intulit, 
quam. colonia. ſua. ſolidum. civitis. Romaræ beneficium, 
conſecuta. eff. idem. de fratre. ejus. poſſum. dicere mi- 
ſerabili. quidem. indigniſimogue. hoc. caſu ut. wobis, 
wilis. ſenator, PN. non. poſſit. 

Tempus. eff. jam. Ti. Ce/ar. Germanice. detegere. te. 
fatribus conſeriptes. quo tendat. oratio. tua. jam. enim. 
ad. extremos. fines. Galliz. Narbonenſis. weniſti, 

Tot. ecce. infignes. juvents. quot. intueor. non. majis. 
funt. pæritendi. ſenatoreb. quam. penitet. Perficum, 
nolifimum. virum amicum. mum. inter. imagines ma- 
Jorum, ſuorum. 196% 6 nomen, legere. quod. A. hec. 
Vor. 1 J. . 1 t 4. 


f 


ita. efſe: conſenti. is. quid. ultra. defideratis, quam. ut. 

vobis. digits. demonſirem. ſolum. ipſum. ultra. fines. pro- 
vinciæ. Narbonenfis. jam. wobis. ſenatores. mittere, 
quando. ex. Lugduno. habere. nos. noftri. ordints wirac, 
non. penitet. timide. quidem. p. c egrefſus. adſuetos. fa- 
miliareſque. vobis. provinciarum. terminos. ſum ſed. de- 
ftrifte. jam. comate. Galliæ. cauſa. agenda. eff. in. 
gua. fi quis hoc. intuetur, quod. bells. per. decem. annoc, 
exercuerunt. divom julium idem. opponat. centem. anno- 
rum. immobilem. flew. ob/equiumgue. multis. tripidis, 
rebus. noſtros. pluſquam. expertum illi. patri. meo, Dru- 
fo. Germaniam. ſubigenti. tutam. quiete. ſua. ſecur an- 
"que. &. tergo, pacem. præſtiterunt. et. quidem. cum. ad. 
cenſus, novo. tum. opere. et. in. adſueto. Galliis. ad. 
bellum. avocatus. effet. quod. opus. quam. arduum. fit, 
" mobis, nunc. cum. maxime. quamvis. nibil. ultra. quam, 
wut. publice. note. fint, facultates. notre. exquiratur, 
nimis, magno. experimento : cogno/cimus, 


= 


I was alſo ſhewed, without the gate of St. Juſti- 
nius, ſome remains of a' Roman aqueduct; and be- 
hind the monaſtery of St. Mary, there are the ruins 
of the Imperial palace, where the Emperor Claudius 
was born, and where Severus lived. The great ca- 
thedral 6f St. John is a good Gothic building, and 
its-clock much admired by the Germans. In one of 
the moſt conſpicuous parts of the town, is the late 
king's ſtatue ſet up, trampling upon mankind. I 
cannot forbear ſaying one word here of the French 
ftatues (for I never intend to mention any more of 
them) with their gilded full bottomed wigs. If 
their king had intended to expreſs in one image, ig- 
norance, ill taſte and vanity, his ſculptors could 
have made no other figure, ſo proper for that pur- 
poſe, as this ſtatue, which repreſents the odd mix- 
ture of an old beau, who had a mind to be a hero, 
with a buſhel of curled hair on his head,-and a gilt 
truncheon in his hand. —The French have been fo 
yoluminous on the hiſtory of this town, I need ſay 


nothing of it. The houſes are tolerably well * 
an 
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and the Belle Cour well planted, from whence is ſeen 
the celebrated joining of the Soane and Rhone. 


$6 Ubi Rhodanys ingen. amne prærapido fluit 
Arague dubitans quo ſuos fudtus ab.. 


[ have had time to fee every thing with great leiſure, 
having been confined ſeveral days to this town by a 
ſwelling in my throat, the remains of a fever occa- 
foned by ® cold I got in the damps of the Alps. The 
doctors here threaten me with all ſorts of diſtempers, 
if I dare to leave them ; but I, that know the obſti- 


nacy of it, think it juſt as poſſibie to continue my 


way to Paris, with it, as to go about the ſtreets of 
Lyons, and am determined to purſue my journey 
to-morrow, in ſpite of doctors, apothecaries, and 
ſore throats, 

When you ſee Lady R-—, tell her I have re. 
ceived her letter, and will anſwer it from Paris, be- 
leving that the place that ſhe would molt willingly 
bear of, | 

I am, &c, &c, 


re . 
To the Lady R 


ä Paris, Oct. 10, O. S. 1718. 

CANNOT give my dear Lady R a better 
proof of the pleature | have in writing to her, 
tdan chuſing to do it in this ſeat of various amuie- 
ments, where I am accatlzed with viſits and thuſe fo 
full of vivacity and Compliments, that it is full em- 


* 


952 


pPoyment-to hearken, whether one anſwers or note 299) 


The French Ambaſſadreſs at Conſtantinople bas a 
very conſiderable and numerous family here, who all 
come io ſee me, and are never weary of making en- 
quiries. The air of Paris has aiready had a good ef- 
i on me; for I was never tn better health, though 

Q 2 I have 


' 


1 
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I have. been extreme ill all the road from Lyons to 

this place. You may judge how agreeable the jour- 
ney kes been to me ; which did not want that addi- 
tion to make mediſlike it. 1 think nothing ſo terri- 
ble as objects of miſery, except one had the god-like 
attribute of being capable to redreſs them ; and all 
the country villages of France ſhew nothing elle. 
While the poſt-horſes are changed, the whole town 
comes out to beg, with ſuch miſerable ſtarved faces, 
and thin tattered cloaths, they need no eloquence to 
perſvade one of the wrerchedneſs of their condition. 
— This is alt the French 'maghificence, till you come 


to Fontainbleau, where-you are ſhewed one thouſand 
five hundred rooms in the King's huoting-pajace., 


The apartments of the royal family are very large, 
and richly gilt: but I ſaw nothing in the architec- 
ture on painting worth remembering: The long gal- 
Jery built. by Henry IV. has. proſpects of” j the 
King's boyſes, Its walls are defigned after the taſte 
of thofe times, but appear now very mean. The 
park is, indeed finely wooded and watered, the trees 
well grown and planted, and in the fiſh- ponds are 
kept tame Carp, ſaid to be, ſome of them, eighty 
years of age, The late King paſſed ſome months 
every year at this ſeat; and al) the rocks around it, 
by the pious ſentences inſcribed on them, ſhew the 
cevotion in faſhion at this court, which, I believe 
died with him; at leaſt I ſee no exterior marks 
of itin Paris, where all people's thoughts ſeem to be 
on preſent diverfion. | Sf 

FTbe fair of St. Lawrence is now in ſeaſon.— Von 
may be ſure I hare been carried thither, and think 
it much better diſpoſed then ours of Bartholomew. 
The ſhops being all ſet in rows ſo regularly and well 
' lighted, they made up a very agreeable ſpectacle. 
Hut was not at all ſatisfied with the Groffertz of their 
Harlequin, no more than their muſic at the opera, 
' which was abominably grating, after being uſed to 
that of Italy. Their houſe is a booth compared to 


that of the Hay-market, and the play- houſe not os 
| | | | ne 
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neat at that of Lincoln's lu fGnlds ; - but then it muſt 
be owned, to their praiſe, their tragedians are much 
beyond any of ours. I ſhould hardly allow Mrs. 
O——& 2 better place than to be confidante to LA 
—. 1 have ſeen the tragedy of Bajazet ſo well re- 
pteſented, tbat I, think our beſt aQors can be only 
ſaid to ſpeak, but theſe to feel; and it is certainly 
infinitely more moving to ſee a man appear unhappy, 
than: to hear him ſay that he is ſo, with a jolly face, 
and a ſtupid ſmirk in his, countenance. — 4: propos of 
.countenances, I muſt tell you ſomething of the 
French ladies; I have ſeen all the Beauties, and ſuch 
— (I can't help making uſe of the coarſe word) nauſe- 
ous creatures! ſo fantaſtically abſurd in their dreſs, 
ſo monſtrouſly unnatural in their paints ! their hair 
cut ſhore, and curled round their faces, and ſo loaded 
with powder, that it makes it look like white wool ! 
and on their cheeks to their chins, unmercifully laid 
on a ſhining red japan, that gliſtens in a moſt flaming 
manner, ſo that they ſeem to have no reſemblance to 
human faces. I am apt to believe that they took the 
firſt hint of their dreſs from a fair ſheep newly rud- 
died. It is with pleaſure I recollect my dear pretty 
country-women ; and if I was writing to any body 
elſe, I ſhould ay, that theſe groteſque daubers give 
me a ſtill higher eſteem of the natural charms of dear 
Lady R=—'$s auburne hair, and the lively colours 
of her unſullied complexion. - 

I am, &c. &c. , 


p. S. I have met the Abbe here, who Wires me 
to make his compliments to ou]. 
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Paris, Oct. 16, O. S. 1718, ofit 
N Ob feel am juſt to my word in writing to you hou 
from Paris, where I was very much ſurprized \ 
to meet my filter. I need not add, very much hou 
pleaſed, She as little expected to (ee me as 1 her ſery 
(having not received my late letters) and this meet. not 
ing would ſhine under the hands of de Scuderie, but gre: 
4 ſhall-not imitate his ſtyle ſo far, as to tell you bow the 
often we embraced, how ſhe enquired by what odd as it 
chance Il returned from Conſtantinople,? And lan- thin 
ſwered her by aſcing, what adventure brought ber and 
to Paris? To ſhorten the ſtory, all queſtions and the 
anſwers, and exclamations and compliments being the 
over, we agreed upon running about together, and Kio, 
have ſeen Verſailles, Trianon, Marli, and St. tall 
Cloud. We had an order for the water to play for the « 
our diverfion, and { was followed thither by all the And 
Engliſh at Paris, I own Verſailles appeared to me ſaw 1 
rather vaſt than beautiful; and, after having ſeen to ſe 
the exact proportions of the Italian buildings, I Pari: 
thought the irregularity of it ſhocking. and! 
'The King's cabinets of antiquities andanedals are, W by th 
indeed, very richly furnifazd. Amongſt that collec- Poor 
tion, none pleaſed me ſo well as the Apotbeoſis of puts 
Germanicus, on a large agate, which is one of the not t: 
moſt delicate pieces of the kind that I remember to ſcript 
have ſeen. I obſerved ſome ancient ſtatues of great In 
value. - But the nauſeous flattery and tawdry pencil Lond 
of Le Brun are equally diſguſting in the gallery. I regul 
will not pretend to ceſcribe to you the great apart- of the 
ment, the vaſt variety of fountains ; the theatre, the mot 
grove of Eſop's fables, &e. all which you may W beaut 
read very amply particularized in ſome of the 
French authors, that haye been -paid for theſe de- 
ſcriptions. 


* 
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ſcriptions. Trianon, in ite littleneſs, pleaſed me 


better than Verſailles ; Marli, better than either of 
them, and St. Cloud belt of all, having the advan- 
tage of the Seine running at the bottom of the gar- 


deus, the great caſcade, &c. You may find infor- 


mation in the aforeſaid books, if you have any curi- 
ofity to know the exact number of the ſtatues, and 
how many feet they caſt up the water. | 


We ſaw the King's pictures in the magnificent 


houſe of the Duke D'Antin, who has the care of pre- 
ſerving them till his Majefty is of age. There are 
not many, but of the beſt hands. I locked with 
great pleaſure on the Arch-Angel of Raphael, where 
the ſentiments of ſuperior beings are as well expreſſed 
as in Milton. You won't forgive me, If I ſay no- 
thing of the Thuillerics, much finer than our Mall 
and the Cour more agreeable than our Hyde Park, 
the high trees giving ſhade in the hotteſt ſeaſon. At 
the Louvre, I had the opportunity of ſeeing the 


King, accompanied by the Duke Regent. He is 


tall and well ſhaped, but has not the air of holding 
the crown ſo many years as his great grandfather, 
And now I am ſpeaking of this court, I muſt fay I 


ſaw nothing in France that delighted me ſo much as 


to ſee an Engliſhman (at leaſt a Briton) abſolute at 
Paris; I mean Mr. Law, who treats their Dukes 
and Peers extremely *©* Je baut en bas,” and is treated 
by them with the utmoſt ſabmiſſion and reſpect.— 
Poor ſouls !-—This reflection on their adject ſlavery 
puts me in miad of the place des victories; but 1 will 


not take up your time and my own with ſuch de- 


ſcriptions, which are too numerous. 

In general, I think Paris has the advantage 
London in the neat pavement of the ſtreets, and the 
regular lighting of them at nights, in the proportion 
of rhe ſtreeis, 1 houſes being all built of ſtone, and 
mott of thoſe belonging to people of quality being 
beautified by gardens. Bat we certainly may boaſt 
of a town very near twice as large, and when I have 
laid that, I know nothing elſe we ſurpaſs it 3 


— 


— 


ao es we —— ů — - 


prong on 


. — 


ceal from the cuſtom- houſe officers. 


* 
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ſhall not continue here long: if you have any thing 
to command me during my fthort ſtay, write ſoon, 


and I ſhall take a pleaſure in obeying you. 


% 


L E T T E R LI. 


To the Abbot — 


; 8 Dover, OR. 31. O. S. 1718, 
AM willing to take your word for it that I ſhall 
really oblige you, by letting you know, u ſoon 

arrived 
this morning at Dover, after being toſſed a whole 
night in the packet boat in ſo violent a manner, that 


as poſſi ble, my ſafe paſſage over the water. I 


the matter, conſidering the weakneſs of his veſſel, 


thought it proper to remove the mail, and gave us 


notice of the danger. We called a little fiſhing 
boat, which could hardly make up to us; while all 
the people on board us were crying to heaven. Tis 
hard to imagine one's ſelf in a ſcene of greater hor- 
ror than on ſuch an occaſion, and yet ſhall I own it 
to you ? tho? I was not at all willing to be drowned, 
I could not forbear being entertained at the double 
diſtreſs of a fellow paſſenger, She was an Engliſh 
lady that Euad met at Calais, who defired me to let 
her go over with me in my cabin. Sbe had bought a 
fine point head-dreſs, which ſhe was contriving to con- 

When the wind 


grew high, and our little veſſel cracked, ſhe fell very 


heartily to her prayers, and thought wholly of her 


ſoul. When it ſeemed to abate, ſhe returned to 
the worldly care of her head-dreſs, and addrefing 
herſelf to me——** Dear Madam, will you take 
care of this point? if it ſhould, be loſt !——Ab 
© Lord, we ſhall all be loſt ! Lord have mercy on 
% my ſoul !—Pray, Madam, take care of this head- 


« dreſs.” This eaſy tranfizion from her ſoul f 0 
2 ; cad - 


W I am, &c. &c. 
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bead - dreſs, and the alternate agonies that both gave 
her, made it bard to determine which ſhe. thought of 
greateſt value. But, however, the ſcent was not ſo 
diverting but I was glad to get rid of it, and be 
thrown into the little doat, tho' with ſome hazard of 
breaking my neck. It brought me fafe hither, and 
Leannot help Idoking with partial eyes on my na- 
tive laad. That partiality was certainly given us by 
nature, to prevent rambling, the effect of an ambi- 
tious thirit after knowledge, which we are not form- 
ed to Enjoy. All we get dy ir is a fruitleſs defire of 
mixing the different pleaſures and conveniences which 
ue given to the different parts of che world, and can- 
not meet in any one of them. After having read all 
that i; to be found in the languages I am miſtreſs of, 
ahd having decayed my fight by midnight ſtadies, 1 
envy the eaſy peace of mind of a ruddy milk maid, 
who, undiſturbed by doubt, hears the ſermpn, with', 
bumility, every Sunday, net having con founded the 
ſentiments of natural duty in her head by the vain 
enquiries of the ſchools, who may de more learned, 
jet after all, muſt remain as ignorant, And after 
having ſeen part of Aſia and Africa, and almoſt made 
the tour of Europe, I think the honeſt Engliſh 
ſquire more happy, who verily believes the Greek 
wines leſs delicious than March beer, that the Afti- 
eta Fruits have not ſo fine a flavour as golden 'pip- 
pins, that che Beta figuas of Italy ate not To well 
laſted as 'a rump of beef, and that in ſhort there is 
dd per ſett enjoyment of this life out of Old Eng- 
land. 1 pray God 1 may think ſo for the reſt of my 
life; and ſince I muſt be contented with our ſcanty- 
allowance of day-light, that I may Forget, the en - 
livening ſun of Conſtantinop'le. 

| : | 1 am, &c. &c. | 
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1 F „ Llp, 


7-6; Dover, Nov. 1, O:S. 1718. 

HAVE this minute received a letter of yours 
1 ſent me from Paris. I believe and hope 1 ſhall 
very ſoon ſee both you and Mr. Congreve; but as [ 
am here in an inn, where we ſtay to regulate our 
march to London, bag and baggage, I ſhall employ 
ſome part of my Jeiſure time in anſwering that part 
of yours that ſeems to require an anſwer. , 

I muſt applaud your good nature in ſuppoſing that 
your paſtoral lovers (vulgarly called Haymakers) 
would have lived in everlaſting joy and harmony, if 
the lightning had not interrupted their ſcheme of 
happineſs. I ſee no reaſon. to imagine that John: 


_ Hughes and Sarah Drew. were either wiſer or more 


virtuous than their neighbours. That a well-ſet 


man of twenty-five ſhould have a fancy to marry a- 


brown woman of eighteen; is nothing marvellous ; 
and I cannot help thinking that had they married, 
their lives would have paſſed in the common track 
with their fellow-pariſhioners. His n 
to ſhield her from a ſtorm was a natural action, an 
what he would certainly have done for his horſe, if 
he had been in the ſame ſi tuation. Neither am [ of 
opinion that their ſudden death was a reward of their 
mutual virtue. You know the Jews. were reproved 
for thinking a village deſtroyed by fire, more wicked 
than thoſe that had eſcaped the thunder. Time and 
chance happen to all men. Since you deſire me to 
try my ſkill in an epitaph. I think the following 
lines perhaps more juſt, though not ſo poetical as 
yours, 


Hliere lies Jobn Hughes and Sarah Drew ; 
Perhaps you'll Jay, what's that to you ? 


Believe 


patient 
to be y 
celebra 

I wo 
read th 


OV RE 4 x ann 0 8 179 


Believe me, friend, much may be ſaid 
On that poor couple that are dead. 
On Sunday next they ſhould have married! 
But ſee how oddly things are carried 
On T hur/day laſt it rain d and lighten'd, 
T beſe tender lowers ſadly frigbten d, 
Shelter'd beneath the cocking hay, Fo 
In hopes to paſs the time away, | - 
But'the BoLD THUNDER found them out 
{ Commiſſion'd for that end no doubt ) 
And ſeizing on their trembling breath 
Conſign d them to the ſhades of death. 
Who knows if was not kindly done? 
For” had they ſeen the next year's ſun, 
A beaten wife and cuckold ſewain, 
Had jointly cers'd the marriage chain, 
Now they are happy in their doom, i 
Fos Porz Has WROTE UPON THEIR TOMB. 


| confeſs theſe ſentiments are not altogether ſo heroic 
x yours; but T hope you will forgive them in favour 
of the two lait lines. You ſee how much I efteem the 
honour you have done them ; tho? I am not very im- 
patient to have the ſame, and had rather continue 
to be your ſtupid, living, homble ſervant, than be 
celebrated by all the pens in Europe- 8 

I would write to Mr. C-— ; but ſuppoſe you will 
read this to him, if he eng *fres after me, 


1 
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| Iuanvuary 25, 1715-1716, b 
FIND after all by 3 of yeſterday, that = 
I Mrs. D-— is reſolved. to maryy the eld greaſy WM his 
curate. She was always high church WT" ente 
degree, and you know the uſed to ſpeak of Sache - at tl 
verel as an Apoſtolick Saint, who was worthy to fit in ture 
the ſame place with St, Pau], if not a ſtep above him. paſft 
It is a matter, however, very doubtful to me, whe- the 
ther it is not ſtill more the man thau the apoſtle that WM no n 
Mrs. D-— looks ta in the preſent alliance. Tho'M of 0 
at the age of forty, ſhe. is, I. aſſure you, very far if neig 
from being cold and inſenſible ; her fire may be co- 
vered with aſhes, but it is not extinguiſhed. —Don't 
be deceived, my dear, by that prudith and ſanctißed 
air, Warm deyotion is no equivocal mark of warn 
fions; beſides, I know it is a fact, of which l 
ave proofs in hand, which I will tell you by word 
of moytb, that our learned and holy prude is exceed- 
.jngly diſpoſed to uſe the means, ſuppoſed in the pri- 
mitive command, let what will come_of the end, 
The curate indeed is very filthy) Such a red, ſpungy, 
warty noſe ! Such a ſquint! In ſhort, he is ugly be- 
yond expreſſion; and what ought naturally to ren- 
der him peculiarly diſpleaſing to one of Mrs. D—“ 
conſtitution and propenſities, he is ſtricken in yeats. 
Nor do I really know how they will live. He has 
but forty-five pounds a year—ſhe but a trifling ſum; 
ſo that they are likely to feaſt upon love and eccle- 
ſiaſtical hiſtory, which will be very empty food with- 
out a proper mixture of beef and pudding. I have, 
however, engaged our friend, who is we 1 
A | andlord, 


* This and the following letters are now rſt pub- 
liſhed... | 
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landlord; to give chem à good eats; and if Mrs. 
D —, Inſtead of ſpending whole days reading Col- 


lier, Hicks, and vile'tranflations of Plato and Epic- 
tetus, will bat form the Nr of taking care of 


her houle, and minding! her dairy, things may go 


tolerably. It is not likely that their tender loves 


will give them many ſweet babes to provide for. 
T met the lever yeſterday, going to the alehouſe in 
his dirty night-gown,' with a book under his arm to 


entertain the club; and as Mrs, D-— was with me 


at the time, 1 imed ot to her the charming crea- 
ture: ſhe blaſted and looked prim ; bot quoted a 
paſſage out-of Herodotus, in which it is faid thzt 
the Perſians wore long aight-gowns, There is really 


no more accounting for the taſte in marriage of many 
of our ſex; than there is for the -appetite of your 


neighbour Miſs S—y, who makes ſuch waſte of chalk 
and charcoal when they fall in her way. 


As marriage produces children, ſo children pro- / 
duce care and diſputes, and wrangling, as as is {21d (at 


leaſt by old batchelors and old maids) is one of the 


ſweets of the conjugal ſtate : you tell me that our 


friend Mrs. ——, is at length bleſfed with à ſon; 


and that ber huſband, who is a pon philoſopher, (if | 


his own teſtimony is to be depended upon) inſiſts on 
her ſackling-it herſelf, - You! atk my aer oh this 


matter, and to give it you frankly, 1 really think 
that Mr. ———'s demand is unreaſonable, as his 
wife's conſtitution is tender, and her temper fretful. 


A true philoſopher would confider theſe circumftan- 


ces, but a pedant is always throwing bis ſyſtem in 


your face, and applies ic equally to all things, times 
and places, juſt like a taylor who would make a coat 


out of his own head, without any regard to the bulk 


or figure of the perſon that muſt wearit. All thoſe 


fine-ſpun arguments that he has drawn from nature 


to ſtop your mouths, weigh, [ muſt own to you, bur 
very little with me. — This ſame Nature is indeed a 
ſpecious word, nav, there is a great deal in it, if it 
is properly underſtood and applied, but I cannot 

Wes. Eh £106 + R bear 
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bear to hear people uſing it to juſtify what common 


ſenſe muſt diſavow. 1s not nature modified by art in 
many things,? Was it not deſigned to be ſo? And 
is it not happy for human ſociety that it is ſo ?— 
Would you like to ſee your huſband, let his beard 
grow, until he would be obliged to put the end of it 
in his pocket, becauſe this beard! is the gift of Na- 
tuze ? The InſtinQs of, nature point out neither 
raylors, nor weavers, nor mantua-makers, nor 
iempſters, nor milliners: And yet I am very glad 
that we don't run naked like the Hottentots. But 
not to wander from the. ſubjeQ—1 grant that na- 
tore, has furniſhed the mother with milk to nou- 
riſh. her child; but I maintain at the ſame time, 


that if ſhe can find better milk elſewhere, ſhe ought. 


to prefer it without heſitation. I don't ſee why ſhe 
ſhould have more ſcruple to do this, than her huſband 
has to leave the clear fountain, which Nature gave 
him. to quench his thirſt, for ſtout October, Port, or 
Claret. Indeed, if Mrs. Vas a buxom, ſturdy 
woman, who. lived on plain food, took regular ex- 
erciſe, enjoyed proper. returns of reſt, and was free 


from violent paſſions (which you and Lknow is not 


the caſe) ſhe might be.a good nurſe for her child; 

but as matters ſtand, Ido verily think that the milk 
of a good comely cow; who feeds quiecly in her mea- 
dow. never devours ragouts, nor drinks -ratifia, nor 
frets at quadrille, nor fits up ?till three in the morn- 
ing elated with gain, or deje&ed with loſs, do 


chink that the milk of ſuch a cow, or of a nurſe that 


came as near it as poſſible, would be likely to nor- 
riſh the young ſquire much better that her's, If it 
be true that the child fucks in the mother's paſſions 


with her milk, this is a ſtrong argument in favour of 


the cow, aalels; you are afraid that the young ſquire- | 
may become a calf; but how many calves are there 
both in ſtate and church, who have been brought up 
with their mother's milk ? | 

I promiſe faithfully to communicate to no mortal 
the letter you wrote me laſt—— What you ſay of the 


two rebel lords, 1 believe to be true; but 1 can do 
nothing 
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nothing in the matter. — If my projects don't fail in 
the execution, I ſhall ſee you before a- month paſſes. 
Give my ſervice to Dr. Blackbeard — He is a good 
man, but I never ſaw in my life ſuch a perſecating 
face cover a humane and tender heart, I imagine 
(within myſelf) that the Smithfield prieſts, who 
burned the proteſtants in the time of Queen Mary, 
had juſt ſuch faces as the doctor's. If we were pa- 
iſts I ſhould like him very much for my confeſſor ; 
is ſeeming auſterity. would give you and I a great 
reputation 15 ſagctity, and his good indulgent heart 
would be the very thing that would ſuit us in the af- 

fair of penance 2. ghoſtly direction. 
25 Farewell, my dear Lady, &c. &C 


„„ ith hs If WB 
To the Abbot —— 


| a; Vienna, January 2; 6.5: 1717. 
AM really almoft tired with the life of Vienna. 
1 I am not, indeed, an enemy to diſſipation and 


hurey, much leſs to amuſement and pleaſure ; but I 


candot endure long even pleaſure, when it is fettetęd 
with formality, and aſſumes the air of ſyſtem. *Tis 


true, I have had here ſome very agreeable connex- 


ions, and what will perhaps ſurprize you, have par- 
ticular pleafure in my Spaniſh acquaintances, Count 
Oropeſa and General Puebla. Theſe two noblemen 
are much in the good graces of the Emperor, and yet 
they ſeem to be brewing miſchief, The court of 
Madrid cannot reflect without pain upon the territo- 
ries that were cut off from the Spaniſh monarchy by 
the peace of Utrecht, and it ſeems to be looking wiſh- 
fully out for an opportunity of getting them back a- 
gain, That is a matter about which 1 trouble myſelf 
very Intle ; let the court be in the right or in the 
wrong, 1 like mightily the two Counts its miniſters, 

| R 2 I dined 
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] dined with them boch ſome days ago at Count 


Warmbrand's, an Aulic Counſellor and a man of 


letters, who is univerfally eſteemed. here. But the 
firlt man at this court in point of knowledge and abi- 
lities is certainly. Count Schlick, High Chancellor 
of Bohemia, whoſe immenſe reading is accompanied 
with a fine taſte and ſolid judgment; he is a declared 


enemy to Prince Eugene, and a warm friend to the 


honeſt hot-beaded Marſhal Statemberg. One of the 
moſt accompliſhed men | have ſeen at Vienna is the 
young Count of Tarrocco, who accompanies the a- 
miabie Prince of Portvga', I am almoſt in love wi h 
them doth, and wonder to ſee ſuch elegant manner:, 
and ſuch free and generous ſentiments in two young 
men that have hitherto ſeen nothing but their own 
country. The Count is juſt ſuch a Roman Catholic 
as you; he ſucceeds greatly with the devout beautie; 
here; bis firſt ove:tures in gallantry are diſgriſed 
under the luſcious ftrains of ſpiritual love, that were 
ſang formerly by the ſublimely voluptuous Fenelon, 
and the tender Madam Guion, who turned the fire 
of carnal love to divine objects; thus the Count 
begins with the ſpirit, and ends generally with the 
fleſh, when he makes his adds eſſes to holy virgins. 

I made, acquaintance yeſterday with the famous 
ppet Rouſſeau, who lives here under the peculiar 
protection of prince Eugene, by whoſe liberality he 
ſubſiſts. He paſſes here for a free - thinker, and, what 
is ſtill worſe in my eſteem, for a man whoſe heart 
does not feel the encomiums he gives to virtue and 
honour in his poems. I like his odes mightily ; they 
are much ſuperior to the lyrics. productions of cur 
Engliſh poets, very few of whom have made any fi- 
gure in that kind of poetry. I don't find that learn- 
ed men abound here ; there is indeed a prodigious 
number of Alchymiſts at Vienna ;. the philoſopher's 
ſtone is the great object of zeal and ſcience ; and theſe 
who have more reading and capacity than the vulgar, 
have tranſported their ſuperſtition (ſhall I call it ?] or 


fanaticiſm from religion to chymiltry ; and * 
ie ve 


„ 
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lieve in a new kind of tranſubſtantiation, which is 
deſigned to make the laity as rich as the other kiad 
has mace the prieſthood. This peftilential paſſion 
has already ruined ſeveral great houſes. - There is 
ſcarcely a man of opulence or faſhion, that has not 
an Alchymiſt in his ſervice, ard even the Emperor is 
ſuppoſed to be no enemy to this folly in (ſecret, tho? 
he has pretended to diſcourage it in publick. 

Prince Eugene was ſo polite as to ſhew me his li- 
brary yeſterday ; we found him attended by Rouſſeau, . 
and his favourite Count Boneval, who is a man of 
wit, and is here thought to be a very bold and er- 
terprizing ſpirit. The library, tho? not very ample, 
is well choſen ; but as the Prince will admit into it 
no editions but what are beautiful and pleaſing to the 
eye, and there are nevertheleſs numbers of excellent 
books that are but inoifferently printed, this finikia 
and foppiſh taſte makes many diſagteeable chaſms in 
this collection. The books are pompouſly bound in 
Turkey leather, and two of the moit famous book. . 
binders of Paris were expreſly {eat for to do this work. 
Bonne val pleaſantly told me that there were ſeveral + 
quartos on the art of war, that were bound with the 
eins of Spabis and Janiſſaries; and this jeſt, which 
was indeed elegant, raiſed a {mile of pleaſure on the 
grave countenance of the famous warrior. The 
prince, who is a connoiſſeur in the fine arts, ſhewed 
me, with particular pleaſure, the famous collection 
of portraits, that formerly belonged to Fouquet, and 
which he purchaſed at an exceflive price. He has 
augmented it with a conſiderable number of new ac- 
quifitions, ſo that he has now in his poſſeſſion ſuch a 
collection in that kind as you will ſcarcely find in any 
ten cabinets: in Europe, If I told you the number, 
you would ſay that | make an indiſcreet uſe cf the 
permiſſion to lye, which is more or leſs given to tra- 
vellers by the indulgence of the candid. - 

Count Tarrocco is juſt come in — He is the only. 
perſon I have excepted this morning in my general 
order to receive no com pany.— I think I fee you 
 faiile,=but 1 am not ſo far gone as to ſtand in need 
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of abſolution ; tho? as the human heart is deceitful, 
and the Count very agreeable, yon may think that 
even tho' | ſhould not want abſolution, I would ne 
vertheleſs be glad to have an indulgence. — No ſuch 
thing. — However, as lam an heretick, and you no 
.confeffor, I ſhall make no declaration on this head. — 
The deſign of the Count's viſit is a ball; — more 


' Pleaſure, — I ſhall be ſurfeited, 
i | « Adieu, &c, 


. 


To Mr, P—. 

Sept. 1. 1717. 
W HEN I wrote to you Jait, Belgrade 

was in the hands of the Turks; bat at this 
preient moment, it has changed maſters. and is in 
the hands of the Imperialiſts, A Janifſacy, who in 
nine days, and yet without any wings but what a 
panick terror ſeems to have furniſhed, arrived at 
Conſtantinople from the army of the Turks before 
Belgrade, brought Mr. W=— the news of a com- 
pleat victory obtained by the Imperialiſts, command- 
ed by Prince Eugene, over the Ottoman troops. It 
is ſaid, the prince has diſcovered great conduct and 
valour in this action, and I am particularly glad 
that the voice of glory and duty has called him from 
the (here ſeveral words of the manuſcript are 
effared) —— Two days after the battle the town ſur- 
reavered, The conſternation which this defeat has 
occahoned here, is inexpreſſible; and the Sulian ap- 
prehending a revolution from the refentment and in- 
Cigna'ion of the people, fomented by certain leaders, 
ha, begun his precautions, after the poodly faſhion 
of this bleſſed government, by ordering ſeveral perſors 
to be {trangled who were the objects of his royal ſuſ- 


picion. He bas alſo ordered his Treaſurer to ad- 
Vance 


* 
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vance ſome months pay to the Janiſſaries, which 
ſee ms the leſs neceſſary, as their conduct has been 
bad in this campaign, and their licentious ferocity 
ſeems pretty well tamed by the public contempt. 
Such of them as return in ſtraggling and fugitive 
parties to the metropolis, have not ſpirit nor credit 
enough to defend themſelves from the inſults of the 
mob ; the very children taunt them, and the popu- 
Jace ſpit ia their faces as they paſs. They refuſed 
during. the battle to lend their aſſiſtance to fave the 
baggage and the military cheſt, which however were 
defended by the Baſhaws and their retinue, while the 
Janiſſaries and Spahis were nobly employed in plun- 
dering their own camp. 

You ſee here that I give you a very handſome re- 
turn for your obliging letter. You entertain me 
with a moſt agreeable account of your amiable con- 
nections with men of letters and taſte, and of the de- 
licious moments you paſs in their ſociety under the 
rural ſhade ; and I exhibit to you in return, the bar- 
barous ſpectacle of Turks and Germans cutting one 
another's throats. But what can you expect from 
ſach a country as this, from which the Muſes have 
fled, from which letters ſeem eternally baniſhed, and 
in which you ſee, in private ſcenes, nothing purſued 
as happineſs but the refinements of an indolent volup- 
tuouſneſs, and where thoſe who act upon the public 
theatre ive in uncertainty, ſuſpicion, and terror !— 
Here pleaſure, to which I am no enemy, when it is 
properly ſeaſoned and of a good com poũ tion, is ſute- 
ly of thecloying kind. Veins of wit, elegant con- 
verſation, eaſy commerce, are unknown among the 
Turks; and yet they ſeem capable of ail theſe, if the 
vile ſpirit of their government did not ſtifle genius, 
damp cutieſity, and ſuppreſs an hundred patlions, 
that embelliſh and reader life agreeable. The luſci- 
cus paſſion of the Seraglio is the only one almoſt that 
is gratified here to the full, but it is blended ſo with 
the ſurly ſpirit of deſpotiſm in one of the parties, 
and with the dejection and anxiety which this ſpirit 
produces 
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produces in the other, that to one of my way of 
thinking it cannot appear otherwiſe than as a very 
mixed kind of enjoyment, The women bere are 
not, indeed, ſo cloſely confined as many have re- 
| lated ;, they enjoy a high degree of liberty, even in 
the boſom of ſervitude, and they have methods of 
evaſion and diſguiſe that are very favourable to 
galiantry; but after all, they are ſtill under uneaſy 
apprehenfions of being diſcovered; and a dit- 
c very expoſes them to the moſt mercileſs rage of 
| jealouſy, which is here a monſter that cannot be ſati- 
ated but with blood. The magnificence and riches 
that reign ia the apartments of- the ladies of faſhion 
here, ſeem to be one of their chief pleaſures, joined 
with their retinue of female ſlaves, whoſe muſick, 
dancing and dreſs amuſe them highly ;—but there is 
ſach an air of form and ſtiffneſs amidſt this grandeur, 
as hinders it from-plealing me at long run, however 
| was dazzled with it at firit fight.. Fhis ſtiffneſs and 
formality of manners are peculiar to the Turkiſh la- 
dies; for the Grecian belles are of quite another 
character and complexion ; with them pleaſure ap- 
pears in more engaging forms, and- their perſons, 
manners, converſation and amuſements are very far 
from being deſtitute of elegance and eaſe, 

- I received the news of Mr. Addiſon's being decla- 
red Secretary of State with the leſs ſurprize, in that 
I know that poſt was almoſt offered to him before. At 
that time he declined it, and | really believe that he 
would have done well to have declined it now. Such 
a poit as that, and ſuch a wife as the Counteſs, do not 
ſeem to be, in prudence, eligible for a man that is 
althmatick, and we may fee the day when he will be 
heartily glad to reſign them both. It is well that he 
laid aſide the thoughts of the voluminous dictionary, 
of which 1 have heard you or ſomebody elſe frequent- 
ly make mention. But no more on that ſubject; I 
would not have ſaid ſo much, were I not aſſured that 
this letter will come ſafe and unopened to hand. | 
long much to tread upon Engliſh ground, that I may 


ſee you and Mr, Ccnyvreve, who render that ground 
you an zreve, : laffice 
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claſſick ground; nor will you refuſe our preſent Se- 
cretary a part of that merit,” whatever reaſons you 
may have to be diflatisfied with him in other reſpects. 
You are the three happieſts poets I ever heard of; 
one a ſecretary of tate, the ather enjoying leiſure 
with dignity in two lucrative employments ; and 
vou, though your religious profeſſion is an obſtacle 
to court promotion, and diſqualifies you from filli 

civil employments, have found the philoſopher's 
lone, ünce by making the Iliad paſs through your 
poetical crucible into an Engliſh form, without lo- 
fing avght of its original beauty, you have drawn 
the golden current of Pactolus iu Twickenham. 
| call this finding the Philoſopher's ſtone, fince 
you alone found out the ſecret, and nobody elſe 
has got into it. A——n and T——| tried it, but 
tueir experiments failed ; and they loſt if not their 
money, at leaſt a certain portion of their fame in the 
tiai——while yon touched tae mantle of the divine 
Bard, and imbibed his ſpirit. 1 hope we ſhall have 
the Odyſſey ſoon from your happy hand, and I think 
I ſhall foilow with ſingular pleaſure the traveller 
Ulzſſes, who. was an obſerver of men and man- 
ners, when be travels in your barmonious numbers. 
| love him much better than the hot headed ſon 
of Peleus, who bullied his general, cried for his 
miſtreſs, and ſa on. It is true, the excellence 
of the Iliad does not depend upon his merit 
or dignity, but I with, nevertheleſs, that Homer 
had choſen a Hero ſomewhat leſs pettiſh and leſs fan- 
taſtick: a perfect hero is chimerical and unnatural, 
and conſequently uninſtructive; but it is alſo true 
that while the epic hero ought to be drawn with 
the infirmities that are the lot of humanity, he ought 
never to be repreſented as extremely abſurd, But it 
becomes me ill to play the critick ; ſo | take my 
leave of you for this time, and defire you will beliere 


we, wita the bigheſt elteem, y 5 
ours, &c. 
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To the Counteſs f. 


n Saturday — Florence. 

SET out from Bologne the moment I had finiſhed 
1 the letter I wrote you on Monday laſt, and ſhall 
now continue to inform you of the things that have 
ſtruck me moſt in this excurfion;. Sad roads—hilly 


and racky——between Bologna and Firenzuolo. Be. 


tween this latter place and Florence, I went out of 
my road to vifit the monaſtery of La Trappe, which 
is of French origin, and one of the moſt auſtere and 
felf-denying orders I have met with. In this gloomy 


retreat it gave me pain to obſerve the infatuation of 


men, who have devoutly reduced themſelves to a 
much worſe condition than that of the beaſts. Folly, 
you ſee, is the lot of humanity, whe:her it ariſes in 
the flowery paths of pleaſure, or the thorny ones of 
an ill. judged devotion, But of the two forts of fools, 
F ſhalt always think that the merry one has the moſt 
eligible fate; and I cannot well form a notion of that 
fpiritual and extatick joy, that is mixed with ſighs, 


groans, hunger and thirſt, and the other complicated 


miſeries of monaſtick difcipline. It is a ſtrange way 


of going to work for happineſs to excite an enmity 


between ſoul and body, which Nature and Provideace 
have deſigned to live together in union and friend- 
ſhip, and which we caunot ſeparaie like man and 
wife when they happen to diſagree. The profound 
ſilence that is enjoined upon the monks of La Trap: 
pe, is a'fingular circumſtance of their un ſociable and 


* As this letter is the ſupplement to a preceding ort, 
which is not come to the hands of the Editor, it vas, 
probably on that account, ſent without a date, It ſeems 
evidently to have been written after lady M. . M. 


kad fixed her reſidence in Italy. 
| uanaturs! 
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unnatural diſcipline ; and were this injunQion never 

to de diſpenſed with, it would be needleſs to viſit 
them in any other character than as a collection of 
ſtatues; but the ſuperior of the con vent ſuſpended in 
our favour, that rigorous law, and allowed one of 
the mutes to converſe with me, and anſwer a few dil- | 
creet queſtions. He told me that the monks of this 
order in France are ſtill more auſtere than thoſe of 
Italy, as they never taſte wine, fleſh, fiſh or egps ; 
but live entirely upon vegetables. The ſtory that is 
told of the inſtitution of this order is remarkable, 
art is well atteſted, if my inſo mation be good. Its 
founder was a French nobleman wlioſe name was 
Bouthillier de Rance, a man of pleaſure and gallantry, 
which were converted into the deepeſt gloom of devo- 
tion by the following incident, His affairs obliged - | 
bim to abſent himſelf, for ſome time, from a lady 
with whom he had lived in the moſt intimate and 
tender connexions of ſucceſsful love. At his return | 
to Paris he propoſed to ſurprize her-agreeably, and, 
at the ſame time, to ſatisfy his own impatient deſire | 
of ſeeing her, by going directly and without cere- | / 
mony to her apartment by a back ſtair, which he was 
vell acquainted with—but think of the ſpectacle that 
preſented itſelf to him at his entrance into the cham- 

der that had ſo often been the ſcene of love's higheſt 
aptures ! his miſtreſs dead—dead of the ſmall pox— 
bisſigured beyond expreſſion — a loathſome . maſs of 
putrified matier—and the ſurgeon ſeparating the head 
from the body, becauſe the coffin had been made too 
hort! He flood for a moment motionleſs in amaze- 
nent, and filled with horror — and then retired from 

he world, ſhut himſelf up in the convent of La 
Trappe, where he paſſed the remainder of his days 

in the molt cruel and diſconſolate devotion, ——Let 

ls quit this ſad ſubjeR. 

1 muſt not forget to tell you that before | came to 
iis monaſtery I went to ſee the burning mountain 
tear Fierenzuola, of which the naturaliſts ſpeak as a 
Feat curioſity, The flame it ſends forth 323 

| moke, 
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Tmoke, and reſembles brandy ſet on fire, The ground 
about it is well cultivated, and the fire appears only 
in one ſpot where. there is a, cavity whoſe circumfe- 


rence is ſmall, but in it are-ſeveral, crevices whoſe 


depths are unknown, It is remarkable that when a 


piece of wood is thrown into this. cavity, though it 


cannot paſs through the crevices, yet it is conſumed 
in a moment, and that though the ground about it 
be perfectly cold, yet if a ſtick be rubbed with any 


force again{l it, it emits a flame, which, however, is 


neither hot nor durable like that of the Volcano. If 
you deſire a more circumſtantial account of this phe- 
nomenon, and have made a ſufficient progrels in [ta- 
lian to read father, Carazzi's deſcription of-it, you 
need not be at a loſs, for | have ſent this deſcription 
to Mr. F-—;, and you have only to afk it of him. 
After obſerving the Volcano, I ſcrambled up all the 
neighbouring hills, partly on horſeback, partly oa 
foot, but could find no veſtige of fire in any of them; 
though common report would make one believe that 
they all contain volcanos. | 5 

I hope you have not taken it in your head to expect 


from me a deicription of the famous gallery here, 


where I arrived on Thurſday at noon ; this would be 


\ _ requiring a volume inſtead of a letter ; beſides, [ 


have as yet ſeen but a part of this immeaſe treaſure, 
and I propoſe employing ſome weeks more to ſurvey 
the whole. You cannot imagine any ftuation more 
agreeable than Florence. It lies in a fertile and imi- 


ling valley watered by the Arno, which runs thro? 


the city, and nothing cab ſurpaſs the beauty and 
magnificenee of its public buildings, particularly the 
cathedral, whoſe grandeur filled me with aſtoniſh- 
ment. Ihe palaces, ſquares, fountains, ſtatues, 
bridges, do not only carry an aſpect full of elegance 


- and preatneſs, but diſcover a taſte quite different, 


in kind, from that which reigns in the public edifices 
in other countries. The more I ſee of Italy, the 
more I am perſuaded that the Italians have a ftile (if 


1 may uſe that expreffion) in every thing, which 
| diſtinguiſhes 
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diſtinguiſhes them almoſt eſſentially from all other 


Europeans, Where they have got it, — Whether from 


natural genius or ancient imitation and i inneritance, 


I ſhall nor examine; ; but tne fact is cettsin. | here 


been but one din the gallery, chat amazing rep2- 
ſitory of the . remains of antiquity, and 


which alone is ſufficient to im mortalize the illuftriovs 


houſe cf Medicis, by whom it was built, and entich- 
ed as we now {ez it. I was fo impatient to ſee tne 
famous Venus of Medicis, that I went haitily through 
ſix apartments'in order to get a ſight of this divine 
figure, purpoſing when I had ſatished this ardeat cu- 
ricfity, to return and view the reſt at my leiſure, As 
| indeed, paſſed thro* the great room which contains 


the ancient ſtatues,” | was. ſtopped ſhort at viewing 


the Antinous, which they have placed near that of 
Adrian, to revive. the remembrance of their prepoſte- 
tous loves, which | ſuppoſe the Florentines rather 


look upon as an object of envy, than of horror and 


diſguſt. This ſtatue, like that of the Venus de Me- 
dic's, ſpurns deſcription : ſuch figures my eyes never 
beheld -I can now underſtand that Ovid's comparing 
a nine woman to a ſtatue, which I formerly thought 
2 very d:ſobliping ſimilitude, was the niceſt and 
higheſt piece of flattery. The Antinous is entirely 
naked ; all its parts are bigger than nature ; 5 bur the 
whole, tak. together, and the fine attitude of the 


fizure, car'y ſuch an expreſſion of eaſe, elegance, 


and grace, as no words can deſcrite, Wheu | ſaw 


the Venus | was wrapped in woncer.—and | could -, 


not help calling a tnought back upon Antinous. 
They ought to be placed Together, They are wor- 


thy of each other. — —If maible could ſee and 


feel, the ſcna-ation might be prudent.——lf it 
cau'd on! it would certain loſe its coldneſs and 
learn to », and in ſuch a caſe the charms of theſe 
two figv ss would produce an effect, quite oppc ſite to 
that of the Gorgen's head, which turned fleſh into 
tone, Did | pretend to deſcribe to you the Venus, 
It would only. ſet your imagination at work «0 form 
Yeu. II. 8 ideas 
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ideas of her figure, and your ideas would no more re- 
ſemble that figure, than the Portugueſe face of Miſs 
N-—, who has enchanted our knight, reſembles 
the ſweet and graceful countenance of Lady——, his 


former flame. The deſcription of a face or figure is a 


needleſs thing, as it never conveys a true idea; it only 
gratifies the imagination with a fantaſtick one, until 
the real one is ſeen, So, my dear, if you have a 
mind to form a true notion of the divine forms 
and features of the Venus and Antinous, come to 
Florence. | 

1 would be glad to oblige you and your friend 
Vertue, by executing your commiſſion with reſpe& to 
the ſketches of Raphael's cartoons at Hampton- 
Court; but I cannot do it to my fatisfaQtion.. [ 
have, indeed, ſeen in the Grand Duke's collection, 
four pieces, in which that wonderful artiſt had thrown 
freely from his pencil the firſt thoughts and rude lines 
of ſome of thuſe compoſitiens; and as the ficſt 
thoughts of a great genius are precious, theſe pieces 
attracted my curioſity in a particular manner ; but 
when I went to examine them cloſely, I found them 
ſo damaged and effaced, that they did not at all an- 
ſwer my expectation, Whether this be owing to neg- 
Iigence or eavy, I cannot ſay ; | menticn the latter, 
becauſe it is notorious that many of the modern paint- 
ees have diſcovered ignoble marks of efivy at a view 
of the inimitable productions of the ancients. Inſiead 
of employing their art to preſerve the maſter pieces ct 
antiquity, they have enceavoured to deſirov and ef- 
face many of them. | have ſeen with my own eres 
an evident proof of this at Bologna, where the great 
elt part of the paintings in freſco on the walls of the 
convent of St. Michae! in Buſco, done by the Car- 
racci and Guido Rheni, have been ruined by tbe 
painters, Who after having copied f. me of the/ fie 
heads, ſcraped them almoit entifely out with nails. 
Tuns you tee nothing is exempt from human 
matlignity. 5 


* Tre word malignity, and a paſſage in your letter. 
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call to my mind the wicked waſp of Twickenham: 
his lies affect me now no more; they will be all as 
much deſpiſed. as the ſtory of the ſeraglio and the 
handkerchief, of which 1 am perſuaded he was the 
only inventor. That man has a malignant and un- 
generous heart; and he is baſe enough to aſſume the 
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maſk of a moraliſt, in order io decry human nature, 
and to give a decent vent to his hatred of man and 


woman kind, ——But I muſt quit this contemptible 
ſubjeR on which a juſt indignation would render my 
a ſo fertile, that after having fatigued you with a 


ong letter, I ſhould. ſurfeit you with a ſupplement 
twice as long, Beſides, a violent head-ach adver- 
tiſes we that it is time to lay down my pen and get 
me to bed. I ſhall ſay ſome things to you in my 
next that I would have you to impart to the ſtrange 
man, az from yourſelf, My mind is at preſent tole- 
rably quiet; if it were as dead to ſin, as it is to certain 
connexions, I ſhould be a great ſaint, Adien, my 


Your's very affe ctionately, cc. 


1. K T TB n un. 


I HAVE been running about Paris at a flrange rate 
with my ſiſter, and ſtrange ſights have we ſeen, 
They ate, at leaſt, ſtrange fights to me, for after 
having been accuſtomed to the gravity of the Turks, 
I can ſcarcely look with an eaſy and familiar aſpect at 


the levity and agility of the airy phantoms that aro- 


dancing about me here, and I often think that I am 
at a puppet ſhew amidſt the repreſentations cf real 
life, Tire prodigiouty, but nobody. remarks it, 
for every body ſtares here; ſtaring is a- la mode 
there is a ſfare of attention and zxter#r, a ſtare of cu- 
rioſity, a ſtare of expeQation, a ſtare of ſurpriſe, and 
it would greatly amuſe you to ſee what trifling ob- 
| S 2 jects 
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jects excite all this ſtaring. This flaring would have 
rather a ſolemn kind of air, were it not alleviated by 
grinning, for at the end of a ſtare there comes always 


a grin, and very commonly the entrance of a gen- 
temen or a lady into a room is accompanied with a 


grin, which is deſigned to expreſs complacence and 
ſocial pleaſure, but really ſhews nothing more than a 


cettain contortion of mnfſcles that muſt make a ſtran- 
ger lavgh really, as they laugh artificially, The 


French grin is equajly remote from. the chearful ſere 

rity of a ſmile, and the cordial mirth of an honeſt 
Engliſh horſe-Javugh, I ſhall not perhaps ſtay here 
long enough to form a jult idea of French manners 
and characters, though this I believe would require 
but little Rudy, as there is no great depth in either, 
It appears on a ſuperficial view, to be -a- frivolous, 
reſtleſs, and agreeable, people. The Abbot is my 
guide, and | could not eafily light opon a better; 
he tells me that here the women form the character 
cf the men, and I am convinced in the. perſuaſion of 
this by every company into which 1 enter. There 
ſeems here to be no intermediate ſtate between in- 
farcy and manhood; for as ſoon as the boy has quit 
bis leading- ſtrings, de is ſet agog in the world; the 
ladies are his tutors, they make the firſt impreſſions, 
which generally remain, and they render the men ri. 

diculous by the imitation of their hamours and 
graces, ſo that dignity in manners is a rare thing here 
Lefore the age of, fixt», Does not King David ſay 


ſomewhere, that Map wwalketh in @ vain ſpew? | 


think he does, and | am. ſure this is peculiarly true 
of the Frenchman—-buthe walks merrily and ſeems 
to enjoy the viſion, and may he not therefore be 
eſtcemed more happy than many of our. ſolid thinkers 
whoſe brows are turrowed by | deep reflection, and 
whoſe wiſdom is fo often cloathed with a ruſty man- 
ile of ſpleen and vapours 7 
What deligbts me molt here is a view of the mag- 
nificence, often accompanied with taite, that reigns 
in the King's palaces and 5 ; for tho | don't 
admire 
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admire much the architecture, in which there is 


great irregularity and want of proportion, yet the 


ſtatues, paintings, and other decorations afford me 
high entertainment. One of the pieces of antiquity 


that ſtruck me moſt in the gardens of Verſailles, 
was the famous Colloſſean ſtatue of Jupiter, the work- 
manſhip of Myron, which. Mark Anthony carried 


away from Samos, and Auguſtus ordered to be placed 


in the Capitol, It is of Parian marble, and tho? it 
has ſufferej in the ruin of time, it ſtill preſerves 
ſtriking lines of majeſty, But ſurely, if marble could 


feel, the God would frown with a generous indigna- 


tion to ſee himſelf tranſported from the Capitol into 
a French garden; and after having received the ho- 


mage of the Roman emperors, who laid their laurels 
at his feet when they returned from their conqueſts, . 
to behold now nothing but frizzled beaus paſſing by | 


him with indifference. 


I propoſe ſetting out ſoon from this place, ſo that 
you are to expect no more letters from this fide of the 


water; beſides, I am hurried to death, and my head 
ſwims with that vaſt variety of objects which I am 


obliged to view with ſuch rapidity, the ſhortneſs of 


my time not allowing me to examine them at my lei- 
ſure. Thete is here an exceſſive prodigality of orna- 
ments and decorations, that is juſt the oppoſite ex- 
treme to what appears in our royal gardens; this 
prodigality is owing to the levity and inconſtancy of 
the French taſte, which always pants after ſomething 


new, and thus heaps ornament upon urnament with- 


out end or meaſure. It is time, however, that [ 
ſhould put an end to my letter; ſo I wiſh you good 
r | 
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L E T T R R LVL. 
To the Count 
Tranſlated from the French. 
I AM charmed, Sir, with your obliging letter; 
1 and you may perceive by the largeneſs of my pa- 
per, that J intend- to give punctual anſæers to all 


your queſtions, at leaſt it my French will permit me; 
for as it is a language I do not underſtand to perfec- 


tion, ſo | much fear, that, for want of expreſſions, I 
ſhall be quickly obliged to kniſh. Keep in mind, 


therefore, that I am writing in a foreign language; 
and be ſure to attribute all the impertinences and tri» 
flings dropping from my pen, to-the want of proper 
words for declaring my thoughts, but by no means 
to dulneſs, or natural levity. 5 

Theſe conditions being thus agreed and ſettled, I 
begin with telling you, that you have a true notion 


of the Alcoran, concerning which, the Greek prieſts 


(who are the greateſt ſcoundrels in the univerſe) have 


iavented cut of their own heads a thouſand ridiculous 


tories, in order to decry the law of Mahomet; to 
run it down, I ſay, without any examination, or fo 
much as letting the people read it; being a- 
fraid that if once they began to ſift the defects of the 


Alcoran, they might not ſtop there, but proceed to 


make uſe of their judgment, about their own le- 


gends and fictions. In effect, there is nothing ſo like 


as the fables of the Greeks and of the Mahometans ; 
and the laſt have multitudes of ſaints, at whoſe 

tombs miracles are by them ſaid to be daily perform- 
ed; nor are the accounts of the lives of theſe bleſſed 
_ Muſſulmans much leſs ſtuffed with extravagancies, 
than the ſpiritual romances of the Greek Papas. 


As to your next enquiry, I aſſure you it is certainly 
| ; falſe, 
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world, that Mahomet ; excludes women from any 
are in a tutwe happy ſtars. He was too much a 
atleman, and loved the fair ſex too weil, to uſe 
them ſo barbarouſly. On the contrary, he promiſes 
a very fine pacadiſe to the Purkiſh women. He ſays, 
indeed, that this paradiſe will be a ſeparate place 


from that of their huſbands; but 1 fancy the mot 


part of them won't like it the worſs for that; and 
that-the regret of this ſeparation will not render their 
paradile the leſs agreeable. It remains to tell yoa, 
that the virtues which Mabhomet requires of the wo- 
men, to merit the enjoxment of future happineſs, are 
not to live in ſuch a manner as to become uſeleſs to 
the world, but to employ themſelves, as much as 
poſlivle, in making little Muſſulmans. The virgins 


who die virgins, and the widows who marry not a- 


ain, dying in mortal fin, are excluded out of para- 
_ : for women, ſays he, not being capable to 
manage the affairs of itate, nor to ſupport the 
fatigues of war, God has not ordered them to govern 
or reform the world; but he has entruſted them with 
an office which is not leſs honourabie, even that of 
multiplying the human race, and 1uch as out of ma- 
lice or lazineſs, do not make it their buũneis to bear 
or to breed children, fulfil not the duty of their vo- 
cation, and rebel againitt the commends of God. 
' Here are maxims for you, prodigiouſly contrary to 
thoſe of your convents. What witli become of your 
St. Catharine's, your St. I'hereſas, your St. Claras, 
and the whole bead-roll of your holy virgins and wi- 
dows ? who, if taey are to be judged: by this ſyſtem 
of virtue, will be found to have been infamous crea- 
tures, that paſſed their whole lives in a inolt abomi- 
nable libertiniſm, \ 
I know not what your thougbts may be concerning 
a doctrine ſo extraordinary with reſpect to us; but [ 
caa truly intorm you, dir, that the Turks are not fo 
ignorant as we fancy them io be, in matters of poli- 
ticks, or philoſophy, or even of gallantry, It is 
true, 
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true, that military diſcipline, ſuch as now practiſed 


in. Chriſtendom, does not mightily ſuit them. A 


long peace has plunged them into an univerſal ſloth. 
Content with their condition, and accuſtomed to 


boundleſs luxury, they are become great enemies 
to all manner of fatigues. But to make amends, the 
ſciences flouriſh among them.. The effendis (that is 
to {ay, the learned) do very well deſerve this name: 
They have no more faith in the inſpiration of Maho- 
met, than in the infallibitity of the Pope. They 
make a frank profeſhon of deiſm among themſelves, 


or to thoſe they can truſt, and never ſpeak of the law 


but as of a politick inſtitution, fit now to be obſerved 
by wiſe men, however at firſt introduced by politi- 
cians and enthuflaſts. | 

If I remember right, I think I have told you in 
ſome former letter, that at Belgrade we lodged with 


nà great and rich effendi, a man of wit and learning, 


and of a very agreeable humour. We were in his 


| houſe about a month, and he did conſtantly eat with 
us, drinking wine without any ſcruple. As I ralli- 


ed him alittle on this ſubject, he anſwered me, ſmi- 
ling, that all creatures in the world were made for 
the pleaſure of man; and that God would not have 
let the vine grow, were it a fin to taſte of its juice: 
but that nevertheleſs the law, which forbids the uſe 
of it to the vulgar, was very wiſe, becauje ſuch fort 
of folks have not ſenſe enough to take it with mode- 
ration. This effendi appeared no ſtranger. to the par- 
ties that prevail among 'us : nay, he ſeemed to have 
ſome knowledge of our religious diſputes, and even 
of our writers: and | was ſurpriſed to hear him aſk, 
zmong other things, how Mr. Toland did ? 

My paper, large as it is, draws towards an end. 
Trat I may not go beyond its limits, I muſt leap 
from re igion to tulips, concerning which you aſk me 
news. I heir mixture produces ſurpriſing effects. 
But what is to be obſerved moſt ſurprifing, is the ex- 
periments of which you ſpeak concerning animals, 


and which is tried here every day. The ſuburbs of 
| Pera, 


of 
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Pera, Jophana, and Galata, 'are collections of ſtran- 


gers from all countries of the univerſe. They have 


{o often intermarried, that this forms ſeveral races of 
people, the oddeſt imaginable. There is not one 


ſingle family of natives, that can value itſelf on be- 
ing unmixed, You frequently fee à perſon whoſe 
father was born a Grecian, the mother an Italian, 
the grandfather a Frenchman, the grandmother an 
Armenian, and their anceitors Eogiith, Muſcovites, 
Aſiaticks, &c. | 

This mixture produces creatures more extraordi- 
nary than you can imagine: nor could | ever doubt, 
but there were ſeveral different ſpecies ot men; ſince 
the whites, the woolly and the long haired blacks, 


the ſmall eyed Tartars and Chineſe, the beardleſs Bra- 
filzans, and (to name no more) the oily-ſkinned yellow s 
Nova Zemblians, have as ſpecific differences under 
the ſame general kind, as greyhounds, maſtiffs, ſpa - 
niels, bull-dogs, or the race of my little Diana, if 


nobody is offended at the compariſon. Now, as the 


various intermixing of theſe latter animals cauſes 
mungrels, ſo mankind have their mungrels too, di- 
vided and ſubdivided into endleſs forts. We hare 
daily proofs of it here, as I told you before. In the 
ſame animal is not ſeldom remarked the Greek perfi- 
diouſneſs, the Italian diftJence, the Soaniſh arro- 
gance, the French loquacity, and all of a ſudden he 
is ſeized with a fit of Engliſh thoughtfulneſs, bor- 
dering alittle upon dulneſs, which many of us have 
inherited from the ſtupidity of our Saxon progenitors. 


But the family which charms me moit, is that which 
proceeds from the fantaſtical conjunAion of a Dutch 
male with a Greek female. As theſe are na:ure's | 


oppoſite in extremes, *tis a pleaſure to obſerve how 
the differing atoms are perpetually jarring together 
in the children, even fo as to produce effects viſible 
in their external form. They have the large black 
eyes of the country, with the fat, white, fiſhy fleſh 
of Holland, and a lively air ſtreaked witn dulneſs. 
At ane and the lame time, they ſhew that love of 

expenſive- 


_ 
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expenſiveneſs, ſo univerſal among the Greeks, and 
an inclination to the Dutch frugality. To give an 
example of this; young women ruin themſelves to 
purchaſe jewels for adorning their heads, while they 
have not the heart to buy new ſhoes, or rather ſlip- 
pers for their feet, which are commonly in a tattered 
condition; a thing ſo contrary to the taſte of our 


\ Engliſh women, that it is for ſnewing how neatly 


their feet are dreſſed, and for ſhewing this only, they 
ate ſo paſſionately enamoured with their hoop- petti- 
coats. 1 have abundance of their ſingularities to 
communicate to you, but I am at the end both of my 
French and my paper, y 
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Concerning Monſieur de la RochgroucAurr's 


Maxim — © That Marriage is ſometimes conve- 


nient, but never delightful.” 


1. * be EPs a pre ſomptuous attempt in me 


to controvert a maxim advanced by ſuch a cele- 


brated genius as Monſieur Rochefoucault, and re- 
ceived with ſuch implicit faith by a nation which 
boaſts of ſuperior politeneſs to the reſt of the world, 
and which for a long time paſt has preſcribed the 
rules of gallantry to all Europe, 

_ Nevertheleſs, prompted by that ardour which truth 
inſpires, | dare to maintain the contrary, and reſo- 
lutely inſiſt, that there are ſome marriages formed by 
love, which may be delightful, where the affeQions 
are ſympathetic, Nature has preſented us with plea- 
ſures ſuitable to our ſpecies, and we need only to fol. 


low her impulſe, refined by taſte and exalted by a 


lively and agreeable imagination, in order to atrain 
the moſt perfect felicity of which human nature is 
ſufceptible : ambition, avarice, vanity, when enjoy» 
ed in the moſt exquiſite perfection, can yield but tri- 
fling and taſteleſs pleaſures, which will be too incon- 
ſiderable to affect a mind of delicate ſenſibility, 

We may conſider the gifts of fortune as ſo many 
ſteps neceſſary to arrive at felicity, which we can ne- 
ver attain, being obliged to ſet bounds to our deſires, 
3nd being only pratified with ſome of her frivolous 


favours, which are nothing more than the torments 


of life, when they are conſidered as the neceſſary 
means- to acquire or preſerve a more exquiſite 

felicity. 
This felicity conſiſts alone in friendſhip founded 
on mutual eſteem, fixed by gratitude, ſupported by 
inclination, and animated by the tender ſolicitudes of 
Love, 
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Love, whom the ancients have admirably deſcribed 


under the appearance of a beautiful infant: it is 


"pleaſed with infantive amuſements, it is delicate 


and affectionate, incapable of miſchief, delighted 
with rrifles ; its pleafures are gentle and innocent. 
They have given a very different repreſentation of 


another paſſion too groſs to be mentioned, but of 


which alone men in general are ſuſceptible. This 


they have deſcribed under the figure of a ſatyr, who 


has wiore of the brute than of the man in his compo- 
<:ion. By this fabulous animal they have expreſſed 
a paſſion, which is the real foundation of all the tine 


% 


exploits of mediſh gallantry, and which only endea- 


vours to glut its appe:ite with the poſſeſſion i of the 
object which is moſt lovely in its eſtimation: a paſ- 
ſion founded in injuſtice, ſupported by deceit, and 
attended: by crimes, remorle, jealouſy and contempt. 
Can ſuch an affe ction be delightful to a viutuous 


mind? Nevertheleſs ſuch is the delightful attend- 


ant on all illicit engagements; gallants are obliged 
to abandon all thoſe ſentiments of honoor which are 
inſeparable from a liberal education, and are doomed 


to live wretchedly in the conſtant purſuittof what rea- 
ſon condemns, to have all their pleaſures. embitteted 


by remorſe, and to be reduced to the deplorable con- 
dition of having renounced virtue, witnout being a- 
ble to make vice agreeable. - - 7 


It is impoſſible to taſte the delights of love in per - 


fection, but in a well aſlorted marriage'; nothing be- 
trays ſuch a narrowneſs of mind as to be governed by 
words, What tho' cuſtom, for which good reaſons 
may be aſſigned, has made the words huſband and 
wife ſome what ridiculous : A huſband, in common 
<ceptation, ſignifies a jealous brute, a ſurly tyrant : 
or at belt a weak fool, who may be made to believe 
any thing, A wife is a domeſtic termagant, who is 
deitized ro deceive or torment the poor devil of 2 
hetband. The conduct of married people in general 
ſufficiently juſtifies theſe two charaQters, 


But, as | ſaid before, Why ſhould words impoſe 
1 . upon 
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upon vs? A well regulated marriage is not like theſe 


connections of intereſt or ambition. A fond couple 
attached to each other by motual affection, are two 


lovers who live happily together. Though the prieſt 
-pronounces certain words, though the lawyer draws 

certain inſtruments ; yet I look on theſe prepara- 
tives in the ſame light as a lover conſiders a rope - lad- 


der which he faſtens to his miſtreſs's window : If they 


can but live together, what does it ſignify by what 
price or by what means their union is accompliſhed ? 
Where love is real and well founded, it is impoſſible 
to be happy but in the quiet enjoyment of the beloved 
object, and the price at which it is obtained does not 
leſſen the vivacity and delights of a paſſion ſuch as my 
imagination conceives. If I was inclined to romance, 
I would not picture images of true happineſs in Ar- 
cadia. Lam not prudiſh enough to confine the deli- 
cacy of affection to wiſhes only. I would open my 
romance with the marriage of a couple united by 
ſentiment, taſte and inclination, Can we conceive a 
higher felicity than the blending of their intereſts 
and lives in fuch an union ? The lover has the plea- 
ure of giving his miſtreſs the laſt teſtimony of eſteem 
and confidence, and ſhe in return commits her peace 


and liberty to his protection. Can they exchange 


more dear and affeQtionate pledges? Is it not natu- 
ral, to give the moſt inconteſtable proofs of that 
tendernefs with which our minds are impreſſed? I 
am ſenſible that ſome are ſo nice as to maintain 
that the pleaſures of love are derived from the 
dangers and difficulties with which it is attend- 
ed; they very pertly obſerve that a roſe would 
not be a roſe without thorns. There are a thou- 
ſand infipid remarks. of this ſort, which make 
ſo little impreſſion on me, that I am perſuaded, 
was I a lover, the dread of injuring my miſtreſs 
would make me unhappy, if the enjoyment of her 
was attended with danger to herſelf. 

Vor. II. T Two 
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Two married lovers lead very different lives: 
they have the pleaſure to paſs their time in a 
ſucceſive intercourſe of, mutual. obligations, and 
marks of benevolence, ,and they: have the delighc 
to find that each forms the entire . happineſs of 
the beloved object. Herein conſiſts perſect feli- 
city. The moſt trivial concerns of conomy be- 
come noble and elegant when they are | exalted 
by ſentiments of affection; to furniſh an apart- 
ment, is not barely to furniſh an apartment; it 
is a place where I expect my lover; to prepare 
a ſupper is not merely giving orders to my cook; 
it is an amuſement to regale the object I doat on. 
la this light a woman conſiders theſe neceſſa- 
ry occupations as more lively and affecting plea- 
ſures, than thoſe gaudy fights which amoſe the 
greater part of the ſex, who are incapable of true 
enjoyment. 

A fixed and affeQionate attachment ſoftens every 
emotion of the ſoul, and renders every object 
agreeable which preſents itſelf to the happy lover 
(I mean one who is married to his miſtreſs). If 
he exerciſes any employment, the fatigues of the 
camp, the troubles of the court, all become agree- 
able when he reflects that he endures theſe inconve- 
nienc1es to ſerve the object of his affections. If for- 
tune is favourable to him, for ſucceſs does not de- 
pend on merit, all the advantages it procures, 
are ſo many tributes which he thinks due to the 
charms of the lovely fair; and in gratiſying this 
ambition, he feels. a more lively pleaſure, and 
more worthy of an honeſt man, than that of raiſ- 
ing his fortune and gaining public applauſe, He 
enjoys glory, titles, and riches no farther than 
as they regard her he loves; and when. he at- 
tracts the approbation of a ſenate, the applauſe 
of an army, or the commendation of his prince, 


It is her praiſes which ultimately flatter hit. A 
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In a reverſe of fortune, he has the conſolation 
of retiring to one who is affected by his diſgrace ; 
and, locked in her embraces, he has the ſatisfac- 
tion of giving utterance to the following tender 
reflections. My happineſs does not depend on 
** the caprice of fortune: I have a conſtant aſy- 
lum ' againſt inquietude, Your eſteem renders 
«© me inſenſible of the injuſtice of a court, or the 
«© ingratitude of a maſter, and my loſſes afford me 
* a kind of pleaſure, fince they furniſh me 
with freſh proofs of your virtue and affection. 
Of what uſe is grandeur to thoſe who are al- 
*© ready happy? We have no need of flatterers, 
„ we want no equipages, I reign in your affec- 
** tions, and I enjoy every delight in the poſſeſ. 
** fion of your perſon.” #204 
- In ſhore there is no ſituation in which melancholy 
may not be aſſuaged by the company of the belo- 
ved object. vickneſs itſelf is not without its alle- 
viation, when we bave the pleaſure of being attend- 
ed by her we love. I ſhould never conclude, if [ 
attempted to give a detail of all the delights of an 
attachment, wherein we meet with the moſt lively 
and diffuſive raptures. But I muſt not omit taking 
noties of the pleaſure of. beholding the lovely 
pledges of a tender friendſhip, daily growing up, 
and of amuſing ourſelves, according to our differ- 
ent ſexes, in training them to perfection. We 
give way to this agreeable inſtin& of nature, re- 
fined by love. In a daughter we praiſe the beau- 
ty of her mother; in a ſon, we commend the 
underſtanding, and the appearance of innate pro- 
bity, which. we eſteem in his father, [t is a plea- 
ſure which, according to Moſes, the Almighty him- 
ſelf enjoyed, when he beheld the work of his 
hands, and ſaw that all was good. N 
Speaking of Moſes, I cannot forbear obſerv- 
ing that the primitive plan of felicity infinitely 
| 2 ſurpaſics 
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ſurpaſſes all others, and I cannot. form. an idea 

of Paradgſe, more like a Paradiſe, than the ſtate 
in which our firſt parents were placed: that pro- 
ved of ſhort duration, becauſe they were unac- 
quainted with the world, and it is for the ſame 
reaſon that ſo few love- matches prove happy. Eve was 
like a filly child, and Adam was not much enlight- 
enced. When ſuch people come together their being 
amorous is to no purpoſe, for their affections muit 
neceſſarily be ſhort-lived. In the tranſports of their 
love, they form ſupernatural ideas of each otber. 
The man thinks his miſtreſs an angel becauſe ſhe 
is hand ſome, and the is enraptured with the me- 
rit of her lover, becauſe be adores her. The 
firſt decay of her complexion deprives her of his a- 
doration, and the huſband being no longer an ado- 
rer, becomes hateful to her, who had no other foun- 
dation for her love. By degrees they grow diſ- 
guſtful to each other, and after the example of 
our firſt parents they do not fail to reproach each 
other with the crime of their mutual imbecility. 
Atter indifference, contempt comes apace, and they 
are convinced that they muſt hate each other, 
becauſe they are married. Their ſmalleſt defects 
' ſwell in each other's view, and they grow blind to 
thoſe charms which, in any other. object, would 
affect them. A commerce founded merely on 


ſenſation can be attended with no other conſe- | 


quences. 
A man, when he marries the object of his afe 


ſections, ſhould forget that ſhe. appears to him a- 


dorable, and ſhould conſider her merely as a mortal, 
ſubject to diſorders, caprice and ill-temper; he 
ſhould arm himſelf with fortitade to bear the 
loſs of her beauty, and ſhould provide himſelf 
with a fund of complaiſance which - is requiſite to 
ſupport a conſtant intercourſe with a perſon even 
of the higheſt underſtanding and the greateſt equa- 

nimity. 
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nimity. The wife, on the other hand; ſhould not 
expect à continued courſe of adulation and obedi- 
ence ; ſhe ſhould diſpoſe herſelf to obey in her 
turn with a good grace; a ſcience very difficult to 
attain, and conſequently the more eftimable in the 
Opinion of a man who is ſenfible of the merit. 
She ſhould endeavour to. revive the charms of the 
miſtreſs, by the ſolidity and good ſenſe of the 
friend. | | 

When a pair, who entertain ſuch rational ſen- 
timents, are united by indiſſoluble bonds, all na- 
ture ſmiles upon them, and the moſt common ap- 
pear delightful. In my opinion, ſuch a life is in- 
finitely more happy and more voluptuous, than 
the moſt raviſhing and beſt regulated gallantry. 

A woman, who is capable of reflection, can 
conſider à gallant in no other light than that of 
a ſeducer, who would take advantage of her weak - 
neſs, to procure a momentary pleaſure at the ex- 
pence of her glory, her peace, her honour, and 
perhaps her life, A highwayman who claps a piſtol 
to your breaſt, to rob you of your purſe, is leſs diſ- 
honelt and leſs guilty ; and I have ſo good an opi- 
nion af myſelf as to believe that if I was a man, 
I ſhould be as capable of aſſuming the character 
of an aſlatiin, as that of defiling an boneſt wo- 
man, eſteemed in the world and happy in her huſ- 
band, by inſpiring her with a paſſion to which 
ſhe muſt ſacrifice her honour, her tranquility and 
her virtue. 

Should I make her deſpicable, who appears 
amiable in my eyes? Should I reward her tender- 
neſs, by making her abhorred by her family, by 
rendering her children indifferent to her, and her 
huſband deteſtable? I believe that theſe refiections 
would have appeared to me in as ftrong a light, as if 
my ſex had not rendered them excuſabie in ſuch 
caſes; and I hope that I ſhould have had 3 

enſe 
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ende than td imagine vice the wa vicious becauſe 
it is the faſhion, J 


N. B. I am much. pleaſed wich ths Turkiſh 
manners: a people, though ignorant, yet in my 
judgment extremely. polite. A. gallant convicted 
of having de bauched a married woman is regard - 


ed as à pernicious being, and held in the ſame 


abhorrence as a proſtitute with us. He is cer- 
tain of never making his fortune, and they would 


deem it ſcandalous to confer any confiderable em- 


ployment on a wan ſuſpected of having committed 
ſuch enormous injuſtice, _ 

What would theſe moral people think of our 
2nti-knights errant,” who are ever in purſuit of ad- 
ventures to reduce innocent virgins to diſtreſs, and 


to rob virtuous women of their honour ; who re- 


gard beauty, youth, rank, nay virtue itſelf, 

ſa many incentives, which inflame their dives 
and render. their efforts more eager; and who, 
Priding themſeives in the glory of appearing ex- 
pert ſeducers, forget that with all. their endea- 


vours, they can only acquire the ſecond rank in 
that noble order, the Devil having long ſince been 


in poſſeſſion of the firſt. 
Our barbarous manners are fo well ed 


for the eſlsbliſhment of vice and Wretebedneſs, 
which are ever inſeparable, that it requires a de- 


gree of underſtanding and ſenſibility infinitely a- 


dove the comman, to reliſh the felicity of a mar- 
riage ſuch as | have deſcribed. Nature is ſo weak, 


and fo prone to change, that it is difficult to main- 
tain the beſt grounded conſtancy, in the midſt of 
thoſe diſſipations, which our nee, cuſtoms 
have rendered unavoidable. 

It mult pain an amorous huſband to for his wiſe 
take all the faſhionable liberties; it ſeems harſh 
not to allow them, and to be conformable he 1s 
reduced to the neceſſity of letting every one 5 

them 
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them that will, to hear her impart the charms 
of her underſtanding 'to all the world, to ſee her 
diſplay her boſom at noon-day, to behold her 
bedeck herſelf for the ball, and for the play, and 


attract a thouſand and a thouſand adoters, - and 


liſten to the iafipid flattery of a thouſand and a 


' thouſand coxcombs. Is it poſſible to preſerve an 


eſteem for ſuch a creature, or at leaſt muſt not her 
value be greatly diminiſhed by ſuch a commerce? 
I muſt ill reſort to the maxims of the Eaſt, 
where the moſt beautiful women are content to 
confine the power of their charms to him. who has 
a right to enjoy them; and they are too. ſincere 
not to confeſs, that they think themſelves capa- 
ble of exciting defires.. l 
tecollect a. converſation that J had with a 
lady of great quality at Conſtantinople, (the molt 
amiable woman 1 ever knew in my life, and with 
whom I afterwards contracted the cloſeſt friend- 
ſhip). She frankly acknowledged that ſhe was ſa- 
tisfied with her huſband. What libertines, ſaid 
ſhe, you Chriſtian ladies are! You are permit- 
ted to receive viſits from as many men as you 
think proper, and your laws allow you the unli- 
mited uſe of love and wine. I aſſured her that 
| the was wrong informed, and that it was crimi- 
ral to liſten to, or to love, any other than our 
huſbands. ** Your huſbands are great fools, ſhe 
«** replied ſmiling, to be content with ſo pre- 
** carious a fidelity. Your necks, your eyes, your 
hands, your converſation are all for the public, 
and what do you pretend to reſerve for them ? 
Pardon me, my pretty Sultana, ſhe added, em- 
„ bracing we, I have a ſtrong inclination to be- 


<< lieve all that you tell me, but you would im- 


«c pole impoſſibilities upon me. I know the fil- 
„ thineſs of the infidels ; I perceive that you are 
*© aſhamed, and will ſay no more.” 
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I found ſo much good ſenſe and | propriety in 
- what ſhe faid, that I knew not how to contradic 
her, and at length I acknowledged that ſhe. had, 
reaſon. io prefer the Mahometan manners to our 
ridiculous cuſtoms, which form a confuſed . medley. - 
of the rigid maxims of, Chriſtianity, with all the 
libertiniſm of the Spartans: And notwithſtarfding 
our abſurd manners, 1 am. perſuaded. that a wo 
man who is determined to. place ber happineſs. in 
her huſband's affeRions, ſhduld abandon: the extra- 
vagant deſire of engaging -public adoration ; and 
that a hoſpand who tenderly loves his wife, ſhould, 
in dis turn, give up the reputation, of being a 
gallant. You find that I am ſoppokng a very 
extraordinary pair; it is not very E | 
fore, that ſuch an union ſhould. be uncommon in 
thoſe countries, where it is requiſite to conform ig 
eſtabliſhed cuſtoms in ordey to be happy. F 
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